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VIEW OF LA JOLLA 


from the grounds of the Institution of Oceanography. 


Conv A BEE Ra! 


Boom-Town, 1887 


The minstrel sang: 


‘Bob Pennell is working a real estate boom, 
And he hasn’t done anything since. 
He says for the buyers there’s plenty of room, 
1887 And he hasn’t done anything since. 
Go out tomorrow to La Jolla’s fair Park; 
Leave your whiskey at home, for it isn’t a lark; 
And give the new suburb a rousing good start 
_ If you haven’t done anything since.” 


The scene was Baird’s Minstrel Show in San Diego, California—the 
date was April 29, 1887. The theater was crowded with a boisterous, 
good-natured and excited audience—for wasn’t every person there soon 
to be a miilionaire? The end man’s song “fairly brought down the 
house,’ the newswaper added. 

It is almost impossible now to conceive what San Diego was like 
during the “great boom” of 1887. The first train of the Santa Fe 
railroad had arrived in the city on November 21, 1885—and imme- 
diately the fame of San Diego spread throughout the country. People 
began arriving—slowly at first, then in increasing numbers. Land 
values began to rise. Bleak and distant points were surveyed, laid out 
in lots, and rushed to the market. It was much like an oil boom, except 
that no oil gushed—only the promoters. Often people did not bother 
to go out to see the property; they would simply rush to the real estate 
office, look at the map and buy a lot unsight, unseen. 


In the city the prices of lots sky-rocketed! One day a lot might be 
$5,000—the next it would be $10,000—and the following week it 
would bring $40,000! But this frenzied buying was by no means 
restricted to city lots. In all of the suburbs and surrounding country - 
things were much the same. Escondido, Carlsbad, La Mesa, University 
Heights, Ocean Beach, Otay, El Cajon, Englewood, Roseville, Chula 
Vista, Coronado, Linda Rosa, “International City’? and Pacific Beach 
were all centers of mad speculation. Coronado was perhaps the most 
fortunate, as it had the best financial backing, and the hotel was well 
under way. The “Del Coronado” opened in February, 1888, while 
the boom was still in full swing. 


So what could be more natural than that La Jolla should have its 
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own boom? It had so many natural advantages. True, the little rail- 
way did not come very near, and water was scarce—but there was 
Alligator Head, Cathedral Rock, the Caves, Gold Fish Point, Whale 
View Point, and many other unusual rock formations, to say nothing 
of the indescribably delicate and beautiful mosses and shells with which 
the shore abounded. From Gold Fish Point the garabaldi could be seen 
lazily sunning themselves, and from Whale View Point many a spouting 
whale had been observed. For many years the newspapers carried the 
same advertisement of La Jolla, which read: 


SLOW TIDE eA OLE Ate 


It was necessary in those days to visit La Jolla at low tide, for then 
only could the caves be visited with ease, and the shells and mosses 
which lay in such profusion be gathered. The newspapers often carried 
this advertisement: “Watch for the dates on the dodgers in the street 
cars and on the corners for low tides at La Jolla.” 


On January 18, 1886, according to his diary, 
Frank Terrill Frank Terrill Botsford arrived in San Diego by boat, 
Botsford and on March 16th he wrote: ‘Magnificent day at 
La Jolla.”” We all know what that means, as we have 
all experienced those magnificent days. So it is not surprising that the 
next entry of importance was eight days later, when he wrote in his 
diary, very laconically: “Bought La Jolla!” Others had owned La Jolla, 
and others had seen its possibilities, but Frank Botsford was the first to 
undertake to develop the property. On July 12 he sold a quarter 
interest to George W. Heald, and immediately began a search for 
water. “July 12. Engaged Mull to bore for water. July 20. Letts 
assisted in locating water. Aug. 12. Went to La Jolla with King to 
prospect for water in cafon. Aug. 17. Boring for water in La Jolla. 
Aug. 20. Mull and I are afraid of boulders. Aug. 23. Struck a granite 
ledge at 47 feet. Cannot get through it. Aug. 27. Looking at another 
place for water.” Finally, on Feb. 4, 1887, he bought 20 acres of 
Pueblo land, and his nephew and niece think this is the Rose cafion 
property to which finally he had to go for water. On March 14th he 
signed a contract to put in water works with Riffenburg, and on the 
25th he sold another quarter interest in La Jolla to Charles S. Dear- 
born—who was to be so closely associated with La Jolla in its early 
days—and H. W. Whitney. 


The La Jolla that Mr. Botsford had bought consisted of Pueblo lot 
No. 1282, with portions of Pueblo lots 1283 and 1284. This property 
extended from the coast on a line running about 400 feet south of 
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Mrs. FREDERICK ASHTON TERRILL 


, MR. FRANK T. BOTSFORD 


in camp at La Jolla, January 29, 1887. Probably near the site he selected 
for his home, at Prospect and Ivanhoe. Note the lack of trees. 


Pearl street, to Girard avenue, and then by Virginia Way to the eastern 
shore. It was named ‘‘La Jolla Park’’—a name that section of La Jolla 
still bears. 


It might be of interest to follow the various sales of ‘La Jolla Park.” 
The trustees of the city sold it to Charles S. Griffin on Jan. 16, 1871, 
who sold it the following day to Charles E. Dean. Dean kept the tract 
for thirteen years, finally advertising it as follows: 


LA JOLLA FOR SALE. This famous resort, with nearly 
400 acres of land, and all the caves, is offered for sale at such 
a price that the buyer can realize a great profit by a little 
judicious outlay in such improvements that will attract the 
public. 

The owner resides East, and wishes to dispose of it soon. 
Apply to Charles Hubbell. 

San Diego, March 9, 1882. 


This advertisement appeared as late as Sept. 16, 1883. Dean sold 
“La Jolla” on June 26, 1884 to William Armstrong, who turned it 
over to Charles H. MacArthur on Jan. 5, 1886. Two months later, 
on March 24th, MacArthur sold to F. T. Botsford and A. C. Williams, 
and the next month Williams sold his share to Botsford. Then, as 
already stated, George W. Heald bought a quarter interest, and “Bots- 
ford and Heald” developed La Jolla. So Frank Terrill Botsford can 
really be called the father of La Jolla. With Mr. Heald he had it 
surveyed and subdivided under the auspices of “The Pacific Coast Land 
Bureau,’ and Bob Pennell became the auctioneer. 


It is not hard to visualize the scene! The auctioneer’s 
The stand against a background of the blue Pacific, horses 
Auction with stages, buggies and surreys tethered about, and over 


all the dulcet tones of Wendell Easton, President of 
the Pacific Land Bureau. 


There is nothing new under the sun,” he began. “Here we are in 
the wheel tracks and footprints of the pioneers of thirty years ago, 
and we have rediscovered the popular resort of their time. This is 
the natural watering place of this whole southern country, and nothing 
can turn the tide from it. It is simply Nature working. Every block, 
subdivision and street is surveyed and staked for your convenience, and 
we sell today on a guaranteed survey. 


We have developed a magnificent supply of spring water, and the 
reservoir for the storage is in full view on the hill back of us. Water 
mains are on all avenues, and every lot has water piped to it. The 
railroad is only one and a half miles from us, and a turnpike road will 
be constructed at once to it, with the La Jolla station made a perma- 
nence. Telephone connection with the city is being completed .. . 
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Today the property is as free as air, and you can buy it at your own 
prices: 

This speech is remarkable for its many mis-statements, even in Cali- 
fornia. No records have been found which would show that “the 
pioneers of thirty years ago’—which would be in 1857—had made a 
resort of La Jolla. The “magnificent supply of spring water” proved 
woefully inadequate for many years. And to say that every lot had 
water piped to it was surely a pipe dream. The railroad, instead of 
being one and one-half miles away, was a good four miles, and the 
first telephone was not installed for many years. But prosperity was 
in the air, the crowd was in good humor, and it was not beyond the 
bounds of possibility that they made allowance for exaggeration in the 
enthusiasm of this speech. 


Then Bob Pennell began the auction. The first lot sold was lot 13 
in block 59—on a portion of which the Hotel Cabrillo now stands. 
It was sold to C. A. Wetmore for $1,250, and the auction was on! 
It is said that lots were sold to the total amount of $56,000 for the 
day, and $96,000 more during the following year. Bob Pennell became 
so enthused with his own oratory that he bought a lot himself. 


That there was an Indian settlement at or near La 

History Jolla in the early days there can be no doubt. Many 
Indian metates, stone utensils and other relics have been 

found in the vicinity, and old Indians testified to such a village. On 
the beach in Torrey Pines Park is a rock formation known as the 
“Indian Bath Tub.” It is a rectangle carved out of the rock, about 
four by six feet, with a channel cut in the rock to take the water away 
from the opening. It is said to have been carved by a Welsh coal 
miner named Bloodgood who cut through the solid rock to a depth of 
about 15 feet, thinking to make a tunnel under the ocean to a coal 
deposit which he thought he saw there, a short distance from_the shore. 


After San Diego was settled, Miss Ellen Mills tells us that “Long 
Beach’’—now the beach along La Jolla Shores and the Beach Club— © 
was used for smuggling. Both Chinese men and opium were brought 
in here—the beach being an ideal place for smuggling. But let Miss 
Mills tell it: | } 


Each old-time citizen of La Jolla has his or her own pet 
“IT remember when,” and before the writer stops, here is her 
pet “remember when:” At one time La Jolla was an ideal 
“run in” for smugglers of “chinks and dope’’—i. e., China- 
men and opium. A fishing boat would innocently sail out 
and disappear behind a small, piratical-looking black steamer. 
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Then, at dusk, the boat would anchor in the lee of the Caves, 
if it was calm enough, and run her cargo in on the hither 
end of Long Beach, taking it through Rose Canyon to San 
Diego. Whole suits of Chinese clothing were found in the 
bushes, and under the bushes a little digging brought forth 
the remains of an old Spanish dagger, rusted, but still, on 
honing, showing a line of chilly blue Toledo metal. The 
writer, when a child, once hid in the bushes over the Caves 
and saw the running in of a whole contraband cargo. 


In the San Diego Union for July 29, 1907 appears the following 
item, also probably written by Miss Mills: 

A relic of old La Jolla was recently found near the railway 
platform. It was an old grape-shot that must date back to 
the earliest visits of the Spaniards to this part of California. 
Several like it have been found before, both here and at Old 
Town. How and why this relic of long-ago warfare reached 
its resting place, whether or not a passing ship fired it in 
target practice or at some object on shore, might be the subject 
of very fascinating surmises. 

The whole of what is now called La Jolla was originally part of 
the “Pueblo Lands” of the City of San Diego. The first sale of any 
of this land seems to be that of Pueblo lot 1261, which was sold to 
Samuel Sizer on Feb. 27, 1869. This lot extended from what is now 
La Jolla Boulevard to beyond Fay avenue, and from Westbourne street 
to above Marine. It was eighty acres in extent, and sold for one hun- 
dred dollars! In fact, all of the early sales of these Pueblo lots in 
this vicinity were made at the same price, $1.25 an acre. On the same 
date lot 1259 was sold to Samuel Sizer’s brother, Daniel. This lot 
was directly south of his brother’s, and extended to about the present 
Palomar street. Samuel's lot was described as being “‘one mile south 
of La Joya Valley,’ and Daniel’s as ‘‘about one and half mile southerly 
from La Joya Valley.” 

Mrs. Winifred Davidson found the enclosed item in the San Diego 
Union for March 31, 1869: 


The other day we took a little trip with some friends up 
the country to La Hoya. The whole country presented as fine 
an appearance for grazing purposes as we have met with. 
In many places the clover stood knee high, and everywhere 
the grass looked fine. A short distance this side of the Hoya, 
we found the Messrs. Samuel and Daniel Sizer, upon a small 
patch of plowed ground, having just finished setting out a lot 
of 500 grape cuttings. We could find none of the barren 
ground of which our “up-country’”’ friends love to talk about 
—but, to us, the land seemed waiting the sturdy labor of 
such men as the Sizers. They have selected a lovely spot for 
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A portion of the Pascoe Map of 1870 


of the Pueblo Lands of San Diego, showing 
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the location of ‘‘La 


a vineyard and will soon have a nice house thereon which 
improvement they will follow with fences and all the neces- 
sary labor to make a nice orchard, vineyard, etc. Success to 
them. 

The city next sold Pueblo lot No. 1288 in “La Joya Valley” to 
John Butler on July 22, 1869, at the same price per acre. This 1s in 
the hollow surrounded by the hills through which Torrey Pines road 
winds its way to La Jolla Junction. The next sale was on May 6, 1870 
—Pueblo lot No. 1286 was sold to F. Fredley. This was also in 
“La Joya Valley,” but was nearer the ocean, and parallel to the shore 
line, just back of the present Beach Club. 


The following item appeared in the Unzon for July 26, 1871: 


The La Jolla. A party numbering about a dozen paid a 
visit to the La Jolla yesterday. The tide was rather high for 
gathering moss, so the party’ enjoyed themselves lunching 
and watching the waves dashing against the rocks. 


This showed again that it was absolutely essential to visit ““The’ La 
Jolla at low tide! And the following rhyme explains the matter 


more fully. 
LA JOLLA 
Oh! Say have you been to La Jolla 
You visitors all from the East ? 
Have you rode with John Hinton to show you 
The romantic and beautiful beach ? 


‘Tis the paradise place of the country, 
Rich in resources and treasures untold, 

Where nature has scattered its bounty, 
In lands, mineral, silver and gold. 


You will hear then the horn of the shepherd, 
Grazing countless thousands of sheep, 

And the linnet, the mocking, and blue bird 
Singing joyfully, loving and sweet. 


Oh! There shall your soul rise in rapture, 
To behold the great ponderous waves, 

And just think of the shells you can capture 
In the crystaled and marvelous caves. 


What a sad thing to leave San Diego 
And not be able to tell 
Of the charming, enchanting La Jolla, 
And not having gone there for shells. 
DESMOND. 
San Diego, Feb. 14, 1874. 
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P. S. The road to La Jolla being at present impassable 
from the recent floods, persons who cannot go, can find the 
“Abalone” alive or dead, and its pearl shell polished, at 
Desmond's. 

(San Diego Daily World, Feb. 15, 1874) 


The origin of the name La Jolla has been a con- 
The name troversial subject for many years. Any student of 
"La Jolla" Spanish of course knows that the Spanish word for 
“jewel” is spelled “la joya’. Then how do we get 

the spelling ‘‘La Jolla’ ? | 
There are two principal schools of thought, one contending that the 
present spelling is simply a corruption of the Spanish word for jewel, 
caused by ignorance of the real spelling of the word. The other school 
holds that the word is not Spanish at all, but taken bodily from the 
Indian word meaning “cave” or ‘hole’, and that any similarity to a 
Spanish word is purely coincidental! And there is much to be said for 

both contentions. 


The present compiler, having no knowledge of either Spanish or 
Indian, wrote to several authorities for their opinions. The late Mrs. 
Melicent Humason Lee, the author of “Salt Water Boy’’—a charming 
story of prehistoric La Jolla for children—wrote as follows in 
March, 1943: . 


The old Indian who gave me the information about the 
name La Jolla is now dead, but doubtless there are other 
Indians in the back country who could tell you the same thing. 

We took him to La Jolla one day, and he kept asking to 
see the lah-hoy-yah, lah-hoy-yah. Finally we found he meant 
the caves. He said the old Indian name of La Jolla was 
“Mut lah-hoy-yah, lah-hoy-yah”. “Mut” means “‘place’, 
“Jah-hoy-yah”’ is all one word, not divided with an article 
as “‘La Jolla’. 

There is an Indian reservation near Palomar mountain also 
called La Jolla, and I understand that there is a big cave there. 

The Indians, especially the old ones, speak Spanish and 
they have no written Indian language, so it would be natural 
for them to spell the word (if they did spell it and not some 
one else) in Spanish ... I spelled the word phonetically, 
because, as I said, the Indians have no written language. 


The early newspapers often speak of ‘The La Jolla’; so it would 
seem probable that “La’’ was not the Spanish aricle it seemed to be. 


A letter dated May 24, 1943, from Malcolm Rogers, Acting Director 
of the San Diego Museum, says: 


In my studies I have found a widespread condition of mis- 
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Mr. WILLIAM D,. COBURN 


ALLIGATOR HEAD 
about 1895. The resemblance to an alligator was more pronounced 
in the old days than it is now. 


spelled Spanish names in Southern California, due to the fact 
that few early Latin settlers were literate. 

Undoubtedly you know that the Spanish word for jewel 
is Joya, and that phonetically it can be spelled Jolla. Further- 
more I know of three other places in San Diego County alone, 
which are called La Jolla. All are beautiful valleys which 
micht well be referred to as jewels. Furthermore, none has 
caves. 

In the local Indian language, “mut’’ means dirt and not 
‘place’, and Mrs. Lee’s spelling “‘lah-hoy-yah”” means nothing 
to me. 


And our earliest map and deeds, as has been shown, refer to the 
jewel-like valley behind the Beach Club as ‘‘La Joya Valley.” 

So the La Jollan is in a dilemma! But whether the name is Indian 
or Spanish, whether it means “‘cave” or “jewel,” the fact remains that 
we do have caves here, and that ‘‘La Jolla” sparkles like a jewel in its 
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Miss CATHERINE F, MURRAY 


PROSPECT STREET 


from Herschel to Girard avenues, showing the ornamental fence 
built in 1887 in front of the five hotel cottages. 


emerald and turquoise setting. So let us accept our blessings without 
worrying too much about the derivation of the name. “‘La Jolla” is 
now known favorably throughout the world; so let no pedantic purist 
insist on a change in its spelling. 
The inhabitants of La Jolla owe a real debt of 
The Survey gratitude to Botsford and Heald, and the Pacific Coast 
Land Bureau, for the efficient survey and the splendid 
street plan they adopted. Every street* was made eighty feet wide 
with the exception of “Grand’’—now Girard—avenue, and that was 
made a full one hundred feet. The street plan has a pleasing irregu- 
larity that follows the natural curves of ocean and bay, and Prospect 
street certainly has a real claim to its name. 


Those who know modern La Jolla will have diff- 
Appearance culty in obtaining a correct mental picture of the La 
Jolla of 1887! There were no trees of any description, 


* Ivanhoe avenue was later cut down to sixty feet in width. 
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and little vegetation. “In the early eighties,” Ellen Mills wrote, “La 
Jolla was just a beautiful expanse of grey-green sage brush and darker 
chaparral from the top of Mt. Soledad to the Cove.” The shore line 
was even more fascinating than it is now, with its unusual rock 
formations. One of these, “Cathedral Rock,’ was a landmark of much 
beauty and distinction, but alas, it stands no more! There were no 
roads—only a trail or two. Even after the town was laid out and a 
few houses built, the streets were nothing but lanes with a few carriage 
ruts, terribly muddy in the rainy season and unbelievably dusty the rest 
of the time. This led to a curse of fleas, about which the early inhabit- 
ants still talk with itching pleasure. There were of course no sidewalks. 
Paths led from house to house, cutting across property lines in the most 
convenient way, utterly disregarding street and lot lines. This condition 
continued almost up to the time when the streets were paved. 
Mrs. M. L. Fraty, writing in the San Diego Union of August 9, 
LD Asa Vs 
Do you remember in the early 80's when La Jolla was a 
popular picnic ground and bathing place, it took two hours to 
drive out from Fifth and Broadway? Large parties rode out 
in the old Horton House bus, a lumbering Concord coach 
drawn by four horses and driven by a “Jehu’’ named Captain 
Miles. Eighteen people could ride on this coach, if some sat 
on the top. When it reached the flat above the Cove (now 
covered by a beautiful park), it became necessary to unhitch 
the horses and tie two on each side of the coach, as there were 
no trees and no hitching post. 


But from the earliest days La Jolla had real charm. Suggest to early 
inhabitants that La Jolla must have been bleak with no trees and little 
vegetation, and you will at once light the fire in their eyes! Bleak? 
Barren? What are you insinuating? Why, in the old days it was 
twice as lovely as it is now—the modern improvements have almost 
ruined the place! No, the beauty of the coast line, the ever-changing 
colors of the sea, the sparkling quality that La Jolla has never lost and 
never will, make this site one of the most beautiful in California. 


In developing “La Jolla Park,” Botsford and Heald are 

Trees said to have set out two thousand trees—one thousand palms 

and one thousand cedar, eucalyptus and other trees. But it 

was impossible to give them proper care, as water was scarce, so many 

of them died. But those that did survive are now La Jolla’s crowning 

glory. Herschel avenue, before the march of modern improvements, 
was a lovely eucalyptus bower. 
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CAR AGhalmrsenls 


Early Days—1888-1890 


It seems probable that the first buildings erected in 
The First La Jolla were the five cottages on the south side of 
Houses Prospect street, between Herschel and Girard. These 
were intended as cottages for the hotel that was to be 
erected. A very elaborate and ornamental wooden fence was erected 
in front of the cottages. While the hotel was being built, one of these 
cottages, at the corner of Herschel and Prospect, was used as a small 
inn, and was called the “Cottage Hotel.’”’* It was later known as the 
“La Jolla House.” This building had a chequered career, and few of 
the old residents even remember it. The cottage at the corner of 
Girard and Prospect was removed in October, 1899, to make way for 
the Chase and Ludington store. The last of these ‘quintuplets’ was 
torn down in June, 1926, at which time Mr. Mills called it “the oldest 
building in La Jolla.” 

Of course Botsford and Heald both erected houses at once. Heald’s 
is said to have been first, and stood in the sharp corner between the 
present Silverado street and Exchange Place until it was taken down in 
the latter part of 1936. One may well wonder why he chose that spot 
on which to build his house, as you can hardly glimpse the ocean from 
the lot nowadays. But in 1887 there were no trees to obstruct the 
view, and no other houses, and from his porch Mr. Heald undoubtedly 
had a sweeping view of ocean and bay. Mr. Heald also erected a two 
story store building at the northeast corner of Wall and Herschel, which 
will be mentioned later. Mrs. Heald died in La Jolla on Dec. 23, 1891. 
Mr. Heald and his daughter moved away shortly after. He died in 
Oakland, Calif., on Apr. 28, 1900. They are both interred in Mt. 
Hope cemetery in San Diego. 


The next house to be built was probably that of John H. Kennedy, 
a carpenter from Oregon. He selected a lot on the west side of Ivanhoe 
just south of the corner of Wall, and his house is said to have been 
finished before the Botsford house. This is on the authority of Hans 
Kennedy. The Kennedy house is still standing today (1946), and is 
therefore the oldest house in La Jolla. 
* According to the 1887-8 Directory of San Diego, Oliver G. Wood, city 


salesman of the Pacific Coast Land Bureau, was proprietor of the La Jolla 
Park Cottage Hotel. 
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Mr. Botsford’s house was an ornate structure with a cupola, and 
stood at the corner of Ivanhoe and Prospect. The Botsfords moved 
into this house on Sept. 15, 1887, but lived there only a few years, as 
they moved to San Diego in 1891. Back of the house stood a stable. 
The Botsford house was torn down in 1938, but the stable—remodeled 
into a residence, and known for years as ‘“Aksarben’’*—still stands at 
the corner of Prospect street and Flint Lane. 


Every ‘“‘boom’’ suburb has to have its hotel, and 


The of course it must be large and have some pretensions 

La Jolla Park to splendor. The Pacifific Coast Land Bureau con- 
Hotel tracted with F. J. Owens to “erect and build and 
furnish all the materials . . . for the hotel in La 

Jolla Park, conformable to the plans made by Messrs. Comstock and 
Trotsche . . . and to be completed at the expiration of 100 working 


days.’ This contract was signed Dec. 12, 1887. The site selected was 
at the head of Grand—now Girard—avenue, on the north side of 
Prospect street. The trees adjacent to the residence of Mrs. E. H. 
Decker were part of the planting for this hotel. It was to have eighty 
rooms, and the contract price was $18,250.00. This original contract 
can be seen at the San Diego Historical Society. 


Work started at once. From Jan. 6 to Feb. 1, 1888, the Pacific 
Coast Land Bureau took the whole third page of the San Diego Union 
—leaving it blank except for a card in the center of the page, which 
read: 

Look out for La Jolla Park! 


Hotel being built. 
Pacific Coast Land Bureau. 


Nothing else! It was a real splurge—one feels instinctively that this 
advertisement was most “‘elegant.’”’ Then for the next nine days 
appeared another full page advertisement, giving the plan of the block 
on which the hotel was to be built, and showing the exact location and 
shape of the hotel itself, and indicating the ‘‘quintuplet’’ cottages across 
Prospect street. Two long rhymes were set on each side of the page 
which fortunately do not have to be reproduced here! A few days after 
this advertisement appeared for the last time, the Del Coronado hotel 
opened. 


Another full page of the Union was taken by the Pacific Coast Land 
Bureau, appearing in the issues from March 29th to April 3rd. Over 
half of this space was given to La Jolla Park, with a large and faithful 


* Imagine Nebraska being backward! 
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Mrs. HiILpA C. BARRINGER 


THE FIVE COTTAGES 
erected in 1887. The first four stood on the south side of Prospect 
street between Herschel and Girard, the fifth stood on Girard. 
This picture was taken in 1887 before the hotel was erected. 


Mrs. HitpA C. BARRINGER 


THE LA JOLLA PARK HOTEL 
about 1889. 
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drawing of the hotel, which agrees exactly with the old photographs 
which have been preserved. Looking through the files of the Union, 
one naturally expected to read of the ‘grand opening,’ especially in 
view of the “100 working days’’ in the contract. But nothing happened! 

In July, August and September, brief two inch, one column ads 
appear. Each have “La Jolla Park’ in large type, and states “Hotel 
rapidly nearing completition.” The last of these advertisements ap- 
peared on Sept. 18th. And then silence! 

The boom had “‘bust!”’ 

The hotel had been built, but undoubtedly injunctions prevented it 
from opening. It stood there, large, stately and empty, for one, two, 
three, four years, idle! One of Ellen Mills’ childhood recollections 
was the joy she had in running up and down the long porches of the 
hotel, and climbing into its many cupolas. 

But finally order came out of the chaos, and Messrs. Hamilton John- 
son and C. H. Ritchie, who “‘recently had the Royal Hawaiian Hotel at 
Honolulu,” decided to open the La Jolla Park Hotel. “The hotel will be 
opened about holiday time” the Union of Dec. 11, 1892, stated. And 
on Christmas day appeared the following: 

Messrs. Johnson and Ritchie . . . take pleasure in announc- 
ing to their friends that they will open the La Jolla Park 


Hotel on January 1, 1893. On the night of the 2nd a ball 
will be given, to which all are cordially invited. 


And on January 2nd: 
The La Jolla hotel was opened with great eclat yesterday. 
There were about 200 visitors and everything passed off very 
satisfactorily. 
Almost everything! No mention was made of the new waiter who 
inadvertently poured a plate of hot soup down the neck of a male guest, 
who retired to outer darkness to eject properly the appropriate 
expletives. 
In his diary Mr. Botsford noted that there were sixty guests for 
dinner the opening day. 
The ball was postponed until the third. The Union said: 


Special invitations for the grand ball to take place next 
Wednesday evening in honor of the opening of the La Jolla 
hotel are being distributed. . . . This will be one of the finest 
affairs of the season. 


But it fails to make any further mention of it. 


The hotel was actually open and running! 


Now the advertisement “LOW TIDE AT LA JOLLA” begins to 
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MILLS COLLECTION 


THE LA JOLLA PARK HOTEL 


This photograph is said to have been taken in 1888, when the hotel was 
built. It did not open, however, until January 1, 1893, and burned to the 
ground June 14, 1896. 
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appear more often in the newspapers. Round trip tickets from San 
Diego cost ninety cents—this must have included a stage ride from the 
terminal of the Pacific Beach railroad—and if luncheon at the La Jolla 
Park hotel was included the price was one dollar and a quarter, 

By 1894 the hotel was in full swing. On January 8th appears this 
advertisement: 

La Jolla Park Hotel. This resort offers more attractions to 
sight-seers than any other place on the coast. Fine boating, 
bathing, fishing, shooting and mountain drives. Table un- 
surpassed. Fish meals a specialty. Reached by S. D., O. T. 
and P. B. motor. (San Diego, Old Town and Pacific Beach.) 


One of the registers of the old La Jolla Park Hotel has been miracul- 
ously preserved. The blotters between the pages bear interesting old 
time advertisements, but it rather a surprise to hear that a certain brand 
of whisky was good for ‘weak lungs and indigestion!” The names of 
many prominent San Diegans appear on its pages, and also those of 
some early La Jollans. There is a loose sheet in the beginning of the 
book with entries for Dec. 30 and 31, 1894, on one side, and mystert- 
ously, entries for July 2, 1895, on the other. However, the register 
continues every day until Feb. 29, 1896, when the last name ts 
recorded. On August 14, 1895, Mrs. Spear, of Burlington, Vermont, 
and Miss Florence Sawyer of Oakland, California, were registered. Miss 
Sawyer was later to become one of La Jolla’s benefactors when she 
presented the “Reading Room” to the village, as a memorial to Mrs. 
Spear. They appear again on August 28th, this time registering from 
Los Angeles, and again on Sept. 8th, when they registered from La 
Jolla! Evidently they succumbed to La Jolla’s charms very quickly— 
but who doesn’t? Here are some of the familiar names: 

Dec. 31, 1894 Geo. M. Hawley and wife, La Jolla (well- 
known La Jollans). 

July 3, 1895 David L. Marrs, San Diego (photographer, 
and father of the late Mrs. Taylor Ruther- 
ford of La Jolla). 

July 4, 1895 Geor. H. Corey, Pacific Beach (father of 
Fred Corey and his brothers). 

July 29, 1895 W. A. Scripps, Detroit, Michigan. 

Aug. 8, 1895 E. W. Scripps and wife. 

Aug. 10, 1895 Jno. F. Forward and wife, San Diego 
(Mayor of San Diego, whose sons are 
prominent in San Diego today). 

Aug. 27, 1895 F. H. Woodworth, Pacific Beach (conduc- 
tor on the railroad, whose wife was active 
in the Woman’s Club and in church life). 

Sept. 30, 1895 R.C. Vroom with J. G. Parsons, La Jolla. 
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Demise 55988958 gon PE. Pebbles Oak Parks cll. (whose 
widow lived in La Jolla for many 
years) . 

Dec. 30, 1895 Miss E. V. Scripps, Rushville, Ill. 
W. A. Scripps and wife, Miramar, Calif. 
Miss E. B. Scripps, Miramar, Calif. 

Jan. 6, 1896 Miss Nellie Grant, San Diego (now Mrs. 
Wm. P. Cronan). 

Feb. 28, 1896 W. F. Ludington and wife, City (promi- 
nent La Jollans). 
‘Miss J. T. Chase, City (Mrs. Ludington’s 
sister) . 

The hotel must have closed soon after Feb. 29, 1896, and it was 
empty when it caught fire and burned to the ground on June 14, 1896. 
That it was an incendiary fire there seems to be little doubt. Many of 
the less profitable hotels in Southern California burned around this 
time, possibly fired by disgruntled employees. But who the guilty 
party was remains unknown to this day. 


In 1890 the Mills family moved to La Jolla, and for 

The the next fifty years were among the prominent citizens of 

Mills the village. The family consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Anson 
Family _P. Mills, their daughter Ellen, Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. 
Mills, the parents of Mr. Mills, and many relatives of Mrs. 
Mills. The whole family had come from Maine, where Ellen was born. 
Then they lived in Emporia, Kansas, for a few years, and while there 
became acquainted with William Allen White and his family, a friend- 
ship which was to last for their lives. In 1886 the family moved to 
San Diego, and four years later to La Jolla. 

Mrs. Mills, Sr., was born Ellen Frances Morrill, and was the daughter 
of Anson Peaslee Morrill, the 18th Governor of Maine. She was a 
woman of strong character, and is remembered by some of our older 
inhabitants. She loved fishing, and it was possibly her exploits in that 
field which prompted Anson Mills to begin his ‘Fishing List and 
Diary,’’ which is such a wonderful source of information on the history 
of La Jolla. The very first entry in this diary, on July 21, 1895, is: 
“Mother caught a Fat Head down by the Harwood house, weight 1714 
Ibs.” Mr. Mills, Sr., died Sept. 19, 1897 in La Jolla, but his widow 
lived until Feb. 1, 1908. 

Anson Peaslee Mills, who of course was named for 


Anson his famous grandfather, was born in Augusta, Maine, 
Peaslee in 1857, graduated from “Kents Hill,” and was ad- 
Mills mitted to the bar. He married in 1880. When he 


moved to San Diego in 1886 he opened a law office 
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with James Wadham, who later became Mayor of San Diego. After 
moving to La Jolla Mills did not practice his profession. He did odd 
jobs of painting and carpentry, fished extensively, hunted a little, played 
his flute—on May 24, 1897 he noted “I traded my boat with Martin 
for a clarinet’—learned to play golf, and helped his wife in her real 
estate business. But his real claim to fame is his diary, now in the 
possession of the Library Association of La Jolla. As stated, it was 
begun in 1895 and was kept with some fullness for several years. The 
first two volumes were small paper-bound note books, and the next 
three books were cloth bound, and more durable. These five volumes 
cover the years 1895 to 1905, but during the last three years the entries 
grew more infrequent until, after Feb. 25, 1905, they stopped alto- 
gether. The diary gives an attractive and informative glimpse of life 
in early La Jolla. For the next nine years there is silence. Then, on 
Jan. 1, 1914, Anson Mills turned over a new leaf, literally. He began 
his second set of diaries, and he kept them up for nineteen years very 
faithfully, almost up to the time of his death. But how different is 
the record in this second part! He practically never goes fishing, 
hunting or golfing, and the flute seems to be laid aside. His main 
interest is in driving the car, and he is kept busy at that by the real - 
estate interests of his wife and daughter. The diaries devote a page 
_ to each day of the year, and Anson soon realized that his diary was a 
responsibility, and felt his work was not done unless he had filled the 
page. He gave not only local news, but also, after the first World War 
broke out, kept adding running comments on the history of the world. 
He was devoted to his family, and the diaries contain many expressions 
of his love for them. The last entry, “Clear and pleasant. No news,” 
was written on Nov. 18, 1932, and he died March 31 the following 
year. 


Soon after their arrival in 1890, the Mills erected 
"Kennebec a house at the corner of Fay avenue and Prospect street 
Lodge" which they named “Kennebec Lodge.” Directly in 
front of it, almost in the middle of Prospect street, 
the shed which served as a railroad station was erected in 1894. One 
can almost imagine that Mrs. Mills became interested in the real estate 
business because of the numerous questions she must have been asked 
by visitors fresh from the trains. “Kennebec Lodge” was a social 
and community center until it was sold in June, 1923, to make way 
for the Terminal station of the Electric line. The house was moved 
to another site, and later was torn down. In October, 1923, the Mills 
family moved across the street to the “Idylwild,”’ which still stands. 
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The daughter, Ellen Morrill Mills, was born in Maine 
Ellen in 1882, and so was eight years old when the family moved 
Morrill to La Jolla. From her earliest years she showed consid- 
Mills erable talent with her pen, and some of her poems are 
preserved. When she was seventeen she became the La 
Jolla correspondent of the San Diego Trbune, and for many years 
she wrote a La Jolla column for that paper, and later for the Umzon. 
It is to be regretted that she did not keep a scrap-book of her writings, 
for they would now constitute a contemporaneous history of La Jolla. 
In 1921 she published a little volume of her poems. She was very 
active in her mother’s real estate business until, about 1922, she began 
to write for the La Jolla Journal. She later became one of the owners 
of that paper, and continued with it up to the time of her premature 
death on Dec. 30, 1940. 
It does not take long for a reader of the diary to 
Mrs. Anson _ tealize that the real backbone of the Mills family was 
P. Mills” Mrs. Anson P. Mills. She assumed, as soon as she 
came to La Jolla, an outstanding position in this com- 
munity, and she held it until her death. There was no activity or 
project for the benefit of La Jolla in which she did not take an ardent 
and personal interest. She was born Eleanore McGilvery, one of the 
four children of Captain Henry McGilvery and his wife, Eleanor D. 
-Griffin, of Belfast, Maine. Captain McGilvery was one of five brothers 
from Stockton Springs, Maine, all of whom were sea captains, though 
one died in 1867 as a Colonel from wounds received in the Civil War. 
Eleanore McGilvery Mills was known as “Nellie” throughout Mr. 
Mills’ diary. When the Mills family came to La Jolla, or soon after, 
‘“Nellie’s” widowed mother and widowed sister also arrived, Her 
mother was one of the founders of the Woman’s Club in 1894, but 
died in Belfast, Maine, the following year. The sister, Olivia McGil- 
very, was the widow of Alvah Mudgett, also a Maine sea captain. He 
was also an artist, and several of his paintings are still preserved in 
this village. She was known as “Livy,” and she took an active part 
in the social life of La Jolla. Her cottage, ‘Villa Waldo,” built in 
1894, was located on Girard avenue about where the Quon Mane 
store is now and still stands (1946) on the back of the same lot, much 
changed, as the “Jenny Wren’ apartment house on Drury Lane. 
The many activities of Mrs. Mills cannot readily be enumerated. 
Her first interest was the church, which will be spoken of later. She 
was one of the founders of the “Reading Club’ which later became 
the Woman’s Club, and was its first President. She was one of the 
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prime movers in the “Reading Room” which later became the Library, 
though she was not one of the original incorporators. She was active 
in the Improvement Society and the Red Cross, chairman of the Street 
Fair Committee in 1918, and was always doing some kind of relief 
work.’ She was a member of the Board of Directors of the Chamber 
of Commerce, and carried on a flourishing real estate business until 
1924, when she sold it to Mrs. Marguerite R. Smith. In 1929 she 
organized and was the first President of the Woman's Hospital Auxil- 
iary. She was constantly writing and reading papers for the Woman's 
Club and other organizations. The diary abounds with references to 
her: “Nellie has enough on her hands to keep several people busy. 
She is the court of last resort, and the friend and advisor of half the 
people in town,” and “Nellie has a great many calls on her time. People 
who are sick, poor or in trouble turn to her as naturally as the sparks 
fly upward.” 

Yet with all her other activities, Mrs. Mills found time to be a good 
housewife and cook. No one can estimate the number of loaves of 
brown bread or the pounds of pressed meat, ‘‘deservedly famous, ’ 
which she made for the church suppers. Her husband’s rhapsodies 
on her cooking are amusing, and culminate in an abalone chowder 
“that I can only speak of with reverence.” 


On May 20, 1930, Mr. and Mrs. Mills celebrated their 

Golden golden wedding with a reception at the Woman’s Club. 

Wedding The whole town delighted to do them honor. Mrs. Mills’ 

aunt-cousin,* Mrs. Clara Griffin, received with her. It 

was the logical occasion for the people of La Jolla to express to Mr. 

and Mrs. Mills and her family the love, affection and esteem in which 
they were held, and the reception was a real ovation. 

Mrs. Mudgett died in 1918, and in 1922 Mrs. Mills presented the 
new library with a clock in her memory. Mrs. Mills herself died June 
25, 1937, and is interred with the other members of her family in 
Mt. Hope Cemetery in San Diego. 

Probably no one loved La Jolla more than Mrs. Mills, nor was anyone 
more universally beloved. La Jolla owes a great deal to the memory 
of this unusual woman. 

Early We get some inkling of life in the early days of La Jolla 
Days through the letters and articles written by the old inhabitants. 
Mrs. Terrill, niece of Mrs. Botsford, writes: 
Mr. Jellison helped Mr. Kennedy in caring for the trees, 


* Mrs. Griffin’s and Mrs. Mills’ fathers were brothers, and Mr. Griffin was Mts. 
Mills’ mother’s brother. 
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MR. AND MRS. ANSON P. MILLS 
at their Golden Wedding, May 20, 1930. 
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etc., which were set out all over the tract to beautify the 
streets, and to take care of the Park down by Alligator Head 
In the early summer of 1890, while the Botsfords were in 
the East, something happened to the water works in Rose 
Cafion, which deprived La Jolla of water for irrigating pur- 
poses for several months, so that many of the trees and shrubs 
died. Our rainy season was very short in those years. The 
lawns, shrubs and flowers which were around the Botsford 
house, including sixty varieties of roses, all died too. 


Ellen Mills wrote: 


Private houses had been building, but things were primi- 
tive. Water was hauled from Rose Canyon by John Kennedy, 
with his two huge horses, George and Fred, and kept in 
whisky barrels on the back porch—one for drinking, the 
other for household purposes. Sometimes, when the barrels 
were new, the flavor of the water was most exciting! Twice 
a week a wagon covered with canvas to keep out the dust, 
crawled to La Jolla with staple groceries, a little meat, candy, 
etc., and right at the front door was the sea, teeming with 
fish, abalone, mussels for everyone, not to mention toothsome 
lobsters, all of them much more plentiful and easy to get 
than they are now. Quail might be shot within seeing dis- 
tance of one’s home, and doves, rabbits, etc., were often on 
the bill of fare. An occasional turtle was captured, and then 
there was turtle soup and steak. If anyone had a lot of 
anything good it was passed around in neighborly fashion. 
Any social gathering was perforce a general invitation affair. 
It was really a pure communism—the true and theoretic sort— 
not the modern version. 


One pleasant reminiscence is of the time when—it wasn’t 
illegal then—the whole town went a-seining on Long Beach, 
just beyond the present Yacht (now Beach and Tennis) 
Club, taking the end of the seine out and around by boat, 
and pulling it in with a horse at each end; also getting every- 
thing from flying fish to sharks, and once in a while a school 
of mackerel. All the sheds in town for weeks were odorous 
with drying salt mackerel. 


Abalones abounded. On Nov. 10, 1932, Anson Mills noted ‘“‘Aba- 
lones are scarce now. I remember when we could get hundreds at 
any low tide.” 

Speaking of the water problem, Mr. Nathan Rannells says: 


The water question was always one of the hardest problems 
for the old timers. The first water came from a small pump- 
ing plant in Rose Canyon operated by John Kennedy, but 
the water was alkaline and of uncertain amount. So a small 
pipe was run from Pacific Beach and when Pacific Beach was 
not using the water we were able to get some, usually at 
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night, and many a night I have stayed up until long after 
midnight to fill the tank and troughs for my horses. 
The first carpenters and builders in La Jolla were 


Rose Thorpe and Kennedy, who built most of the early 
Hartwick houses. John H. Kennedy has already been mentioned. 
Thorpe His partner, Edmund C. Thorpe, was more famous as 


the husband of Rose Hartwick Thorpe, the author of 
“Curfew Must Not Ring Tonight.’” Thorpe and Kennedy built the 
Heald, Botsford and Kennedy houses, and later erected many more. 
Kennedy lived in the town from its first settlement, but Thorpe lived 
in Pacific Beach. Here his daughter Lulu attended the College of 
Letters, and the following excerpt from an account in the San Diego 
Union of June 20, 1890, of the second annual commencement of that 
college gives a touch of the times: 
Miss Lulu Thorpe, who is very proficient in French, read 
“The Springtime” in a voice as sweet as the breath of the 
violet; and a violet she looked in the violet’s color, her 


delicate beauty being suggestive of the outlines of her world 
famous mother, Rose Hartwick Thorpe. 


The Thorpes took an active interest in things La Jollan, however, 
and moved here in 1901, where they built a house they named ‘“Cur- | 
few.” In the early days Mrs. Thorpe would often give readings from 
her poems, and Mr. Thorpe too would recite. Mrs. Thorpe’s account - 
of ‘The White Lady of La Jolla” gives a vivid picture of early La 
Jolla. She is undoubtedly the first of La Jolla’s many celebrities. 
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C FigAsPale& Real li 


Church, Woman's Club and Railroad 
—1890-1894 


The following item was clipped from the La Jolla notes 
The in the San Diego Union for Aug. 19, 1889: 
Union The first religious services were held here 
Church today in the vacant store building, through the 
kindness of Mr. Heald. They were conducted by 
the Rev. J. B. Perkins of San Diego. Twenty-six persons 
were present. 
This was undoubtedly the very first religious service held in La Jolla, 


sak 


Mr, KARL KENYON 
THE UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 


which stood on the west side of Girard avenue, slightly south of 
Wall street. It was erected in 1897, and was destroyed by fire 
July 1, 1915. This picture was probably taken shortly before. 
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and was also the beginning of the Union Church, which is now the 
Union Congregational Church. The vacant store owned by Mr. Heald 
stood at the corner of Herschel and Wall, where the La Jolla Federal 
Savings and Loan Association building now stands. It was a two- 
story building, and in 1897 the upper story was used for a school. In 
1899 the building was bought by Mr. Chase, and moved to the corner 
of Girard and Prospect, and became the Chase and Ludington store. 


On Nov. 24, 1893, Mr. Botsford donated lot 39, in block 38, to 
the church. This was on the west side of Girard avenue, just a little 
south of the end of Wall street. This land was taken in the name of 
the First Church of Christ, and the trustees were Mrs. E. E. Jones 
(mother of Mrs. Charles Dearborn), Mrs. E. F. Mills (Anson Mills’ 
mother), Miss Alida Heald (a daughter of George W. Heald), and 
Nellie Mills (Mrs. A. P. Mills). Mrs. Mills gives these facts in a 
letter to the Union for March 16, 1897. In April, 1896, the trustees 
bought the adjacent lot 40, making a fifty-foot frontage on Girard 
avenue. On May 10, 1897, Thorpe, Kennedy and Johnson began 
work on the church building, and on June Gth “the ladies decorated 
the new church with flowers—had about seventy persons at evening 
service.’ The pastor was Mr. Furneaux, who preached his final sermon 
on Oct. 10, 1897. The following Sunday Mr. William L. Johnston 
was in the pulpit, and was evidently called as pastor soon after. 


The church was a Union church, and services for various denomina- 
tions were held there. The usual procedure seems to have been to 
hold the Episcopal services in the morning, and the Congregational- 
Presbyterian services in the evening. But sometimes there would be 
three different services on a Sunday. On Feb. 25, 1900, for example, 
Mr. Cleveland preached in the morning, Mr. Johnston in the afternoon, 
and Mr. Himebaugh in the evening. And at times the minister would 
alternate between the churches at Pacific Beach and La Jolla. 


Mr. Johnston was succeeded by the Mr. Cleveland just mentioned. 
One prleyelO0S athe churchecalled*the Rev. |5/L.,Pietson. Ib -was 
stated that he would alternate services with Mr. Cleveland. On the 
same evening Miss Ellen B. Scripps was elected a trustee of the church. 
It is not known how long Mr. Pierson served, but in 1907 the minister 
was the Rev. William Norris Burr. 


The Union Church became the Union Congregational Church in 
1908, and the Rev. A. W. Tracy was the pastor. In 1909 the Rev. 
Shelton Bissell was called, and he served until December, 1915. There 
was a controversy over the title to the church property, as Mr. Mills 
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records on Aug. 20, 1914, that he had “heard that the Court has 
decided in favor of the Congregationalists in the matter of the church 
property. The Presbyterians are barred from setting up any claim.” 

On July 1, 1915, the Union Church was destroyed by fire, the work, 
probably, of the incendiary who set fire to Miss Scripps’ residence the 
following month. Soon after, the church bought the property at the 
corner of Ivanhoe avenue and Cave street where it is now located, 
and the corner stone of the new church was laid January 2, 1916. The 
architect was Carleton M. Winslow, who designed the Library building 
in Los Angeles. , 

The Rev. J. Spencer Voorhees was called March 7, 1916, and arrived 
in La Jolla in time for the first service in the new church building on 
May 7, 1916. It was dedicated on August 6. 

On Oct. 27, 1917, Mr. Voorhees preached his last sermon, and 
the next pastor, Rev. Henry H. Wentworth, called late in 1917, was 
installed in the cottage ‘La Bonita” on Jan. 2, 1918. Six days later 
his wife died very suddenly. He later married Miss Helen Clark, on 
Nov. 9, 1919, and served the church until his resignation on April 24, 
1921. On the following July 17th the church called the Rev. Charles » 
L. Knight, whose pastorate lasted for eight years. He resigned Aug. 
18, 1929. The Rev. Charles L. Mears served from 1930 to 1935, the 
Rev. Robert F. Pfeifer from 1935 to 1936, and the present incumbent, 
Reverend William Forshaw, was called in 1936. 


The year 1894 was a momentous one in the annals of La 

1894 Jolla. The Woman’s Club was formed—then called the 

“Reading Club”; the railway was extended to La Jolla; the 

Post Office was established; the first store was started; several cottages 

were built at the Cove; Mrs. Mudgett erected her house “Villa Waldo” 

on Grand avenue, and Miss Anna Held bought her first ground and 
erected her first house. 


The Reading Club was formed on March 24th. The 

The founders were Eleanor McGilvery (Mrs. Mills’ mother), 
Reading Olivia Mudgett (her sister), Ellen F. Mills (Mr. Mills’ 
Club mother), Eleanore McGilvery Mills (Mrs. A. P. Mills 
herself), Nellie Johnson, Clara Kennedy and Eliza Jones. 

Nellie Johnson must have been the wife of Hamilton Johnson, who 
had shortly before opened the “La Jolla Park Hotel,” as it is stated 
that the place of meeting of the club was “‘at first with Mrs. Johnson 
at the hotel.” Clara Kennedy was the second wife of John H. Kennedy. 
Mrs. Eliza Elliott Jones, Mrs. Dearborn’s mother, was from Bangor, 
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MAP OF LA JOLLA IN 1894 


This map shows the old street names, and the site of most of the buildings 

(shown in black) that were then standing. Other buildings, shown in 

outline, were erected soon after: The “Montezuma Cottage” (afterward 

the “Seaside Inn” and then the “Ocean View’’) was erected in 1895; Miss 

Scripps’ home, ‘South Moulton Villa” and the Union church in 1897, and 
the Library in 1898. 


Maine, and her sudden death after a church service on March 19, 1899, 
shocked the whole community. 

At first the club was simply a reading circle. They enjoyed the 
stories told by Mrs. McGilvery who as the wife of a sea captain had 
visited many parts of the world herself. After the hotel burned down, 
the meetings.were held at the homes of various members. At times 
the interest would be slight—on June 10, 1903, for instance, “The 
President, Miss Scripps, and the Secretary, Mrs. Thorpe, met in the 
church parlor and spent the afternoon in profitable study and discus- 
sion.” But then new members would be received, interest would 
revive, and the club would carry on. It met for some years at the 
Reading Room—now the Library—until the growing interests there 
forced them out. Then it met at Miss Scripps’ house and at the “Social 
Club” on Herschel avenue. 

In 1897 the name was changed to the ‘‘La Jolla Literary 

The — Club,” and in October the club joined the County Fed- 
La Jolla = eration. On Feb. 19, 1899, the club had its first social 
Literary evening, with sixty present. Frances Brown gave a 

Club “History of San Diego County’; Mrs. Mudgett extended 

the address of welcome; Mrs. Fannie Purdy Palmer read 
a sonnet, “La Jolla’; Mrs. Wood-White gave a talk “Five Minutes 
on the Beach’; Ellen Mills read her poem “Cabrillo’s Dream”; Miss 
Ellen Scripps read her prophecy on “The Future of La Jolla’’; and 
two duets were sung. In 1901 the dues were raised from fifty cents 
a year to one dollar. In 1902 the club joined the State and National 
Federations, and changed its name to “The La Jolla Woman’s Club.” 


On motion made March 9, 1904, the club decided 

The to plant a rubber tree in honor of its president, Mrs. 
La Jolla Carey, on Arbor Day. The only other president who 
Woman's _ was so honored was Miss Scripps. Both trees were later 
Club replanted on the school grounds, ‘‘where they eked out 

a precarious existence.” By this time the club had | 

grown until it was evident it would soon need a building of its own. 
Then La Jolla’s good fairy came to the fore, and donated a complete, 
modern club house, from plans by Irving J. Gill. The corner stone 
was laid on December 2, 1913, and a photograph was taken of that 
occasion. As far as can now be determined, only four of the members 
appearing in that picture are still living: Dr. Mary B. Ritter of Berkeley, 
California; Mrs. Kate Rannells Wetzell of San Diego, and Mrs. Victor 
Wier and Miss Emily Hedgcock of La Jolla. Three members appearing 
in the picture died during the year 1944: Miss Ida S. Loring, Miss 
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Grayce Seymour and Mrs. Avery T. Holmes. 


On Oct. 3, 1914, the club was incorporated, with a new Consti- 
tution (drafted by Mr. Jacob C. Harper), and two days later the first 
meeting was held in the new club house, which was dedicated on that 
occasion. 


A list of the Presidents of the Club follows: 


1894-1896 Mrs. Eleanore McGilvery Mills 
1896-1901 Mrs. Olivia B. Mudgett 
1901-1904 Miss Ellen Browning Scripps 
1904-1906 Mrs. Hettie F. Carey 
1906-1908 Mrs. Mary Stoddard Patchen Snyder 
1908-1909 Mrs. Avery T. Holmes 
1909-1910 Miss Ellen Browning Scripps 
1910-1911 Miss Nina T. Waddell 
1911-1912 Mrs. Eliza B. Howard 
1912-1914 Miss Frances A. Brown 
1914-1918 Dr. Mary B. Ritter 
1918-1920 Miss Mary A. Richmond 
1920-1922 Mrs. Joseph S. Bird 
1922-1923 Miss Katharine J. Smith 
1923-1926 Miss Josephine G. Seaman 
1926-1928 Dr. Grace N. Kimball 
1928-1929 Mrs. Gaston Mitchell 

1929.- 1932 Mrs, ,Arthur B. Smith 

1932 - 1933 Mrs. Eleanor B. Parkes 
1933-1936 Miss Elizabeth Hugus 
1936-1938 Miss Josephine G. Seaman 
1938-1939 Mrs. Ralph Fielding 
1939-1942 Mrs. W. C. Crandall 
1942-1943 Miss Elizabeth Hugus 
1943-1946 Mrs. I. Morrison Hopkins 
1946 Mrs. William Scripps Kellogg 


(Picture on opposite page) 
In back row, reading from the left: Mrs. Lydia H. Paxton, Mrs. 
Steele, Mrs. E. R. Weir, Miss Grayce Seymour, Mrs Briggs, Mrs. 
Charlotte Orr, Dr. Atwater, Miss Ida Loring, Mrs. S. C. Dempsey, 
Miss Emily Hedgecock, Miss Hubbard, Miss Nina Waddell, Miss 
Frances A. Brown, Mrs. Mary Snyder, Mrs. Olivia Mudgett, Miss 
Ellen B. Scripps, Dr. Mary B. Ritter, Mrs. Avery T. Holmes. 
In front row: Mrs. Waddell, Miss Kate Rannells (now Mrs. 
Wetzell, in back), Mrs. Walter Lieber (in back), Miss Naxon, 
Mrs. Florence Arnold, Mrs. Shelton Bissell, Mrs. Frank Wood- 
worth, Mrs. Tomlinson, Mrs. James B. Hunt, Mrs. Wells, Mrs. 
Birchby (in back), Miss White, Miss Sarah Barrett (in back), 
Mrs. Worsfold, —-_-___-——_,, Miss Margaret Mead, Mrs. Bird 
Bosworth (in back), Mrs. Tom Howard and Miss Mary MacDonald. 
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Dr. Mary B. RITTER 


LAYING THE CORNERSTONE OF THE WOMAN'S CLUB HOUSE, DECEMBER 2, 1913 


Undoubtedly the greatest drawback to the development 
The of La Jolla—next to the dearth of water—was the lack 
Railroad of proper transportation facilities; so there was great 
rejoicing when it was decided late in 1893 to extend the 
San Diego, Old Town and Pacific Beach Railway to La Jolla. Work 
was begun March 14, 1894. On April 3rd the articles of incorpora- 
tion were filed for the “San Diego, Pacific Beach and La Jolla Railway 
Co.,” and the directors were Harry L. Titus, Ralph B. Dabney, Herbert 
Dabney, C. D. Boyd and R. Gail Nichols. By the 12th ten carloads 
of steel rails had been received from Belleville, Ill., and by the 25th 
two miles of rails had been laid. The first train left San Diego on 
Sunday, May 13th, at 10:30 A.M. with conductor Woodworth, engineer 
Boutelle and trainman Demaree. 


The formal opening was held May 15th. Elabo- 

"The Driving tate preparations had been made, and an oval race 

of the track 855 feet in diameter was laid out just above 

Last Spike" the Cove. The San Diegan Sun for May 12th 
gives the following program: 


OUTDOOR SPORTS 


1 11:35 Hurdle Race, 200 yds. [Won by R. O. Brown. ] 
2 11:45 Ladies Race, 100 yds. [Won by Miss Viola 
Mutzman. | 
3 11:55 Half mile race for men. [Won by Kildreth. } 
Intermission for dinner 
4 1:00 High jump. 
5 1:30 Australian Knee Jump. 
6 1:45 Chalking Contest. [Won by Ed Martin. } 
Intermission for Elks Program 
1 Music by City Guard Band. 
2 Opening address by Exalted Ruler L. A. Wright. 
3 Driving Last Spike by special ritual. 
4 Music by band. 
5 Address by Col. J. W. Hughes. 
6 Address by Chas. Wellborn. 
7 Music by the Band. 


7. 1LO00"vdsw race: 

8 Shoe and Sock Race. 

9 Angler’s Choice. [Won by Judge A. D. Jordan who cast 
his line 300 feet.} 


The San published the following item about the opening: 


The extension of the Pacific Beach railway to La Jolla was 
formally inaugurated with ceremony today. Excursion trains 
began running from D-street depot at 9 a.m. and continued 
almost hourly, until 2:30 p.m. Each was well filled, and the 
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transportation capacity of the road was taxed to the limit 
when the Lodge of Elks went out in a body, nearly fifty 
members in uniform being present. The Elks were escorted 
to the depot by the City Guard band. On the ground they 
will conduct the ceremony of driving the last spike. 


The following day the Union added: 


Upon arriving at the end of the railroad at La Jolla, within 
a few hundred yards of the hotel, the party grouped around 
the last spike, which lay glittering like pure gold on the last 
tie, with a silver sledge near by. Music was rendered by the 
City Guard band, and a photographer took several views of 
the scene to perpetuate it, when Exalted Ruler L. A. Wright 
of the Elks commanded silence. . . . The first stroke in driving 
the golden spike was made by Esteemed Knight Joseph S. 
Bachman. He was then commanded to stay his hand, and the 
sledge was given to a lady, in honor of womankind generally, 
as befitting the gallantry of the Order. Mrs. Emma Harris, a 
guest of the La Jolla hotel, was thus honored, and she took 
the sledge. There was a holding of breath when she raised 
it to make the first blow, but contrary to tradition she did not 
miss the mark. With great vigor she drove the spike to its 
last resting place, while the assembly cheered and the band 
played. 

The scene of the driving of the last spike was on Prospect street,, not 
far from the head of Draper avenue. Evidently this was not considered 
close enough to the hotel, for on June 14th work was begun on an 
extension of the railroad along Prospect street for 1,400 feet, “in order 
to provide additional facilities and conveniences to picnic parties 
visiting the resort.’ The work progressed rapidly, but there was a 


slight hitch at the end. 439°9°22'0 


The extension of the La Jolla park road was finished Sun- 
day night with a rush. The company received information 
that an injunction would be asked for to restrain the company 
from building the road, and to prevent delay Superintendent 
Boyd put an extra force at work and stayed up all night him- 
self, the track being laid in very short order. A small depot was 
hastily erected, and yesterday morning saw the company ready 
for anybody who cared to apply for an injunction. The 
extension is 1,400 feet in length, and runs along Prospect 
street, almost to the door of the hotel.* 


Ellen Mills thus describes the event: 


An attractive hotel had been built on the ocean side of 
Prospect street facing Girard. This induced the railroad com- 
pany to have its terminal near the hotel. They had no fran- 


“* San Diego Union, Tuesday, June 19, 1894. 
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chise on Prospect street, so on Saturday after the Court house 
had closed, a large crew of men with every equipment for 
labor appeared on the scene with tools and a camping outfit, 
including a wagon where their food was prepared. 


The men were worked in relays until Monday morning, 
and the track was finished up to Girard, where it was operated 
for years. 

The “‘depot’” mentioned was placed in the middle of Prospect street, 
near Fay avenue, and right opposite the Mills’ house. It was a shed, 
open on two sides, of the flimsiest construction. In fact it was blown 
down in a bad wind storm Jan. 10, 1899, but was immediately rebuilt. 


Here is a time-table, reproduced from the Swm for June 4, 1894: 


San Diego lv 9:10 
Middletown 9:20 
Old Town 9:25 
Hardy’s 9530 
Morena 0259 
Race Track 9:40 
College Station 9:45 
Pacific Beach 9:50 
La Jolla 10:10 


Both of the engines for the railroad came from the elevated railroad 
in New York City. The engines had been made for short hauls only; 
so that in some of the longer stretches they had to stop to catch their 
breath. Older residents claim they can still feel the jerk on the back 
of their necks when the trains started! The engineer of the morning 
train from La Jolla used to blow his whistle five minutes before the 
train started; so that communters would have time for another cup of 
coffee. And, until a Y switch and a turntable were built, the engine 
ran backward on one of its trips to and from La Jolla. 


Now that the railroad to La Jolla was an accomplished 

The fact, it was necessary to give inducements to the tourists 
Pavilion to go there. One of the first things planned by the rail- 
road was the erection of a dancing pavilion, ‘which is to 

be an attractive affair, with inner galleries and a verandah on the ocean 
side.’’ It was located in the Park, and the railroad had to apply to the 


(Picture on opposite page) 
Celebrating the completion of the railroad to La Jolla, May 15, 
1894. The lady with the sledge hammer is Mrs. Emma Harris, a 
guest of the La Jolla Park Hotel, and behind her stands Mrs. 
Anson P. Mills and her husband, who then wore a beard. ‘The 
gentleman in the center with the apron is Mr. Ed Burbeck, and 
behind him stands Mr. George J. Leovy, who built the ‘Red Rest.” 
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Mrs. LotrA RUSSELL BAKER 


DRIVING THE LAST SPIKE 


City Council for permission to erect it there. Part of it stood on what 
is now Coast Boulevard, just west of Girard avenue on its way to the 
Cove. It had a wonderful dance floor, which was held by some to be 
the best in Southern California. The Union for June 12, 1894, said: 
La Jolla the jewel is to be rendered still more attractive to 
visitors by the dancing pavilion now being constructed. The 
Foresters of America will celebrate its opening on Thursday 
by a grand picnic and ball, and a jolly time is assured. Pro- 
grammes have been issued of the races, games and sports to 
be given on that date. 


And on the 15th the Unzon said: 


About 500 people attended the picnic of the American 
Order of Foresters at La Jolla yesterday, when the new 
pavilion was opened. During the afternoon a very interesting 
programme of sports was presented, including long jumping, 
running, tug-of-war, etc. In the evening dancing began and 
continued to a late hour, the ride home in the moonlight being 
no small part of the enjoyment. Prof. Robinson won the 
gentlemen’s prize for good dancing, and the ladies’ prizes 
were won by Miss De Courcey and Mrs. Fred Boeckh. 


The pavilion immediately became the social center of the village. 
Here the card clubs were held, and the large parties to which every 
one in the village was invited, bar none. When such a party was held, 
a notice would be pinned up at the post office, and everyone would 
attend—millionaire, merchant, musician and mediocrity. Mr. Mills 
notes one of these parties in his diary for Dec. 31, 1897—a New Year's 
Eve party: 

We had a social at the pavilion. Had 48 people. Balsfar 
played, Nellie sang and Mr. Holliday gave three Phonograph 
selections. We had cake, sandwiches, coffee and cocoa. After 
the refreshments we had a Virginia Reel. 

The pavilion was taken down in November, 1907, and much of the 
lumber was used in the construction of the Hotel Cabrillo. 


It was really amazing to what lengths the railroad 


Further would go to induce travel to La Jolla! On June 17, 
Inducements 1894, immediately after the opening of the pavilion, 
to Travel The managers of this favorite resort have pre- 


pared another performance for Sunday afternoon, 
which the public take delight in witnessing, in the shape of a 
balloon ascension. Miss Hazel Keyes with her trained monkey 
Yan-Yan, accompanied by Prof. Romeo, the accomplished 
aeronaut, will make the ascension and each will drop in dif- 
ferent parachutes, making the perilous descent separately. 


38 


———e—_ 


Mrs. FLORENCE BAILEY SARSFIELD 


Mrs. JANE EASTON 


THE LA JOLLA RAILROAD DEPOT 


which stood in Prospect street near Fay avenue. In the upper 

picture, taken March 17, 1902, the depot is at the left and the old 

library at the extreme right. In the lower picture, taken 1904, the 
Mills’ home “Kennebec Lodge” shows behind the depot. 
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THE PARK ABOUT 1901 


Showing the Pavilion at the left, and the bath house in the distance. 


Mr. TAYLOR RUTHERFORD 


Every preparation has been made for a larger attendance than 
has ever visited this charming resort. 


On Sept. 9, 1897, they imported a woman and three lions, who gave 
a performance on the 11th, of which Anson Mills laconically writes: 
“The lady? and the lions gave two performances today.” And on 
Sept. 4, 1898, the railroad had an excursion and actually gave each 
ticket holder a slice of watermelon. 


One of the main attractions during the summers of 

Horace 1897-8 were the dives made by “Professor” Horace Poole 
Poole from a springboard placed over the Caves. It was a danger- 
ous dive, but Poole made it successfully many times: Aug. 


Miss RosA M. HARRISON 
ANGELS ON DEVIL'S SLIDE 
about 1908. Descending the stair are Mr. Samuel J. Devanny and 
the Misses Rosa M. Harrison, Lucy Brent, Nell Newman, Gertrude 
Porter and Mary Good (now Mrs. Nathan Rannells). 
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29, 1897, July 4 and 24, 1898, being three of the dates. The dive on 
the Fourth of July was illuminated—he covered his body with inflam- 
mable oil and set fire to it just before the dive. Large crowds came up 
for the events, and it is said that Poole received twenty-five dollars 
from the railway for each dive. On August 4, 1898, Bert Reed, son of 
the mayor of San Diego, attempted the dive, against the advice of 
friends. He did not hit any rocks, but was nevertheless so badly 
injured that he died Nov. 29th. This put a quietus on diving from 
above the Caves for some years. Mr. Poole repeated the dives in 1906, 
and was again heard from in 1920, when he dove successfully from a 
plane at Ocean Beach, but the plane followed him into the water and 
was lost. He died in San Diego on Sept. 3, 1943. 


In 1899 the railway built a flight of steps down ‘Devil's Slide.” 
The climb here was precipitous, but was often undertaken on account 
of the abalones to be obtained on the shore far below. In June, 1899, 
the railway added a restaurant and kitchen to the pavilion, which added 
to its popularity. 

The railroad had its fair share of accidents. It ran over a cow at the 
race track on March 21, 1897. It used to be the custom to bring houses ~ 
out to La Jolla on flat cars, and Mills records that “Mr. Palmer brought 
out three houses from town on the train’’ (May 21, 1900). On one 
of these trips when houses were being brought out, one of them was 
overturned, and the service was delayed for hours. A terrible accident 
occurred Jan. 16, 1908, below Old Town, when spreading rails caused 
a derailment, and Thomas H. Robertson, the engineer, was killed, and 
the fireman, T. F. Fitzgerald, died two weeks later from his injuries. 


When the train arrived at the old depot at Fay and Prospect, it used 
to be the custom for the real estate agents to meet it, and ask strangers 
if they wanted to rent a house. If they did, the agent would lead them 
immediately to an available house, and install them for a day, a week, 
a month or a season. 


For some time the railroad had been trying to obtain a right of way 
down Connecticut (now Silverado) street, but was prevented by two 
men who owned sixty feet of the right of way where the old artesian 
well had been. They demanded $700 for this property, which the 
railroad company thought excessive. So once again the railroad—rely- 
ing on the old adage that possession is nine-tenths of the law—laid its 
tracks by night. At midnight on August 8, 1907, the work started, and 
the road was laid before protest could be made. The San Diego Union 
of August 12th had this item: 
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Mrs. TAYLOR RUTHERFORD 


DIVE MADE BY PROFESSOR HORACE POOLE 


July 24, 1898, from above the famous La Jolla Caves. Photographed by D. L. Marrs, 
father of Mrs. Taylor Rutherford. 


La Jollans were amused and interested on the night of the 
8th by the sudden advance of the railroad up Connecticut ave- 
nue. To older residents it was reminiscent of another occasion 
years ago, when the road was put through by lamp-light from 
the site of the Scripps residence to its present terminus in the 
face of a possible injunction. 


Just when the old depot was abandoned and the new station at 


Ivanhoe and Silverado was opened has not been determined, but it was 
probably soon after this. The tracks were laid down the extension of 


Miss CATHERINE F. MURRAY 


“THE ABALONE LIMITED" 


Fireman, “Toot” Martin; Engineer, Tom Robertson; 
Conductor, Frank Woodworth. 
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Miss LAURA BAILEY 


THE SECOND RAILROAD DEPOT 


at Silverado and Ivanhoe, looking west on Silverado, about 1913. 


Silverado street past the present Christian Science church to Prospect 
street, and back on Prospect street past the Hotel Cabrillo to meet itself 
at Silverado, making a loop. Soon the gasoline cars were introduced. 
One of these gasoline cars was tried out March 20, 1908, and in April 
Jack Doddridge piloted the second car from Omaha to San Diego 
These cars were the last word in comfort and convenience, but unfor- 
tunately they ran none too well! They were variously called the 
“Submarine” from its fancied resemblance to such a ship, and the ‘‘Red 
Devil’—as much a reflection on its disposition as its color! The lack 
of a franchise for the steam trains on the loop made it necessary, when 
the “Red Devil” was incapacitated on the loop, for the steam train to 
back up to the gasoline car, hitch it on, and then retrace its steps back 
to Silverado street. Doddridge says that many a night he spent the 
entire night repairing the gasoline car for its trips the next day. The 
gasoline cars and the steam trains ran alternately, making a rather com- 
plicated schedule. The station for the steam train was at the corner of 
Ivanhoe, but the main stop of the gasoline cars was at the Cabrillo 
Hotel. 
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But La Jolla was not statisfied with its system of transportation. 
Complaints were numerous. Another gasoline car, not quite so 
elaborate, was tried out on April 25, 1917, but its days were numbered. 
A rival stage line was inaugurated. The twenty-five year franchise ran 
out in 1919, and it was not renewed. Prospect street was paved in 
1918, and when the railroad was discontinued the tracks were torn up, 
leaving an unpaved rut in the center of the street from Fay to Cuvier. 
This was later patched (at the expense of Miss Virginia Scripps), and 
the marks of the old railroad are still to be seen at the junction of 
Prospect and Silverado. It is most interesting to note the following 
item from the Union of Nov. 17, 1919: 

Six thousand tons of steel, part of the equipment of the 
disbanded La Jolla railway, will be loaded aboard the steamer 
Colorado Springs for shipment to Japan. 

Few of us realized that Japan began preparing for World War II at 
such an early date! The railroad ties were sold in La Jolla for firewood 
at twenty cents each, and so ended one of the most interesting and 
unusual features of old La Jolla. 
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CHAPTER IV 


“Tante” Heinrich and Miss Scripps 
—1894-1896 


A postmaster was appointed for La Jolla on Aug. 17, 
Post 1894. He was Charles H. Ritchie, who was one of the 
Office managers of the hotel, the other being his brother-in-law, 
Hamilton Johnson. According to the department at Wash- 
ington, D. C., this office was opened under the name ‘‘Lajollee,” and 
the name was changed to ‘‘La Jolla” on Jan. 19, 1905! It is evident 
that the department took a carelessly written letter “a” for ‘ee,’ for 
all the local Post Office books give the name La Jolla from the first. 
The first Post Office was probably in the hotel, so when the latter 
burned June 14, 1896, the office may have been temporarily 
discontinued. 


According to the San Diego Union for Jan. 1, 1902, La Jolla had 
nearly one hundred homes in 1898. The post office was re-established 
here on Jan. 1, 1898. Charles S. Dearborn was the second postmaster, 
and for a time the post office was in his home on Girard avenue. 
Dearborn was succeeded by W. F. Ludington on Dec. 1, 1899, who 
moved the post office to his new store at Prospect and Girard. N. O. 
Glover became postmaster April 11, 1904; Conrad Solem was appointed 
Aug. 1, 1905, and was succeeded by Nathan L. Rannells on Feb. 11, 
1915. In 1925 Mr. Rannells left to return to Kansas, and on Oct. 1, 
E. J. Thompson was appointed postmaster. He held the position until 
Mr. Rannells returned to La Jolla and was again appointed postmaster, 
on May 11, 1934, a position he still holds. 


The buildings of the post office have been variously located. After 
being in the hotel, Mr. Dearborn’s home, and the Ludington store, it 
was for a time at Girard just south of Wall Street. Then it moved in 
1914 to the west side of Girard avenue, north of Silverado, where 
it remained for many years. On March 19, 1932 it was moved 
from Girard to 7907-9 Herschel avenue, and there remained until the 
new and present post office building was dedicated on Sept. 13, 
1935. The mural painting in the present building—a pleasing pano- 
ramic view of La Jolla—was painted by Belle Baranceanu. 
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The first merchant here was Mr. G. W. Chase, 
Chase whose store was in the half-adobe building which 
and stood on Coast Boulevard opposite the park. The 
Ludington building is still standing. His daughter, Josephine T. 
Chase bought the lot in June, 1894, and obtained a 
permit to build a $300.00 store on August 26th. Mr. Chase donated 
10 per cent of his first days receipts to the ladies who were raising 
money for the church building—the amount was $1.20. Another 
daughter of Mr. Chase married William French Ludington, who 
joined his father-in-law in business. The firm of Chase and Lud- 
ington was well known in La Jolla for many years. Mr. Chase died 
June 23, 1899 and his son, Paul Chase, then became active in the busi- 
ness. Mr. Ludington bought a great deal of La Jolla real estate*, and 
among other holdings he owned the block bounded by Prospect, Her- 
schel, Wall and Girard. In September, 1899, they decided to move 
the cottage at the corner of Prospect and Girard—one of the original 
“quintuplets” built for the La Jolla Park Hotel in 1887—and build a 
store there. Palmer began moving the cottage on Oct. 3rd, and by 
the next day had gotten it opposite the pavilion, where it was stuck 
until he could get more tackle. The cottage was eventually placed 
between the half-adobe store and the ‘“‘Neptune,” and in such intimate 
relationship to the latter that of course it was named the “Amphitrite” 
—Neptune’s wife. Instead of building a new store, however, Mr. 
Chase bought the old Heald store at Herschel and Wall, and moved 
it to the site vacated by the cottage. On Oct. 11th—the same day 
that the Mills family had a telephone installed—Palmer moved the 
store to its new location. By the 27th Mills notes ‘’The Chases are 
fixing the old Heald store in great shape. It will really make a 
very handsome store room.” By Nov. 4th “the Chases have moved 
most of their stock into the new store.” 


Shortly after, on Dec. Ist, Ludington was made postmaster, and the 
post office was transferred to the new store. In March, 1902, a two 
story addition was built on the Prospect street side. Later the store 
was taken over by Glover, then by Morehart, and still later, on June 
21, 1910, it became a branch of Hamilton’s in San Diego. The second 
floor of the building was occupied for many years by the famous ‘‘Sole- 
dad Club.” The building was torn down in March, 1917, and soon was 
but a memory. 


In an obituary of Mr. Ludington in the La Jolla Jounal for Oct. 18, 


* The property adjacent to Ludington Place was owned and developed by Mr. 
Ludington. 
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Miss JOSEPHINE T. CHASE 


CHASE AND LUDINGTON STORE 


at the corner of Prospect and Girard, looking east on Prospect. This was the former 

Heald store which stood at Wall and Herschel, and was moved to this site in 

October, 1899. The two story addition was added in March, 1902. This picture 
was probably taken soon after. 


1928, it states that ‘Mr. Ludington may be called La Jolla’s first 
business man, for on coming to La Jolla in 1895 he took charge of 
the first general merchandise store established a short time before by 
his father-in-law, Mr. Chase.”’ 


In October, 1894, Anna Held bought her first lot 


Anna in La Jolla. She was enchanted with the place, and 
Held, wanted a spot for picnicking. She first built a fire- 
“Tante place and chimney, and then decided she must have 


Heinrich" a piano. Of course a piano had to have some sort of 

covering, and in that way grew her first house, which 
she named ‘““The Green Dragon,” after one of the earlier stories of 
Beatrice Harraden. Later she kept buying more property, and was 
eternally altering and adding to her houses, and planning new ones; 
so that finally she had a large colony on her hillside above the Cove. 


Anna Held must not be confused with the French actress of the 
same name. They were very different. The famous Anna Held was 
French, beautiful, dressy, vivacious, with mis-behaving eyes and milk- 
laved limbs. Our Anna Held was German, large, friendly, over-gen- 
erous, dowdy, a typical German fraulein. Her friendliness was 
undoubtedly her outstanding characteristic—she had a genius for 
making friends. 


She was one of the ten children of August Held, of Berlin, Germany, 
where she was born Nov. 3, 1849. She studied kindergarten work 
in Germany, and when she came to America in 1869 she is said to 
have been the very first kindergartner in this country. After various 
employments she became, about 1876, the governess and companion of 
the children of General and Mrs. Palmer of Colorado Springs, Colo- 
rado. Through the Palmers she met Ellen Terry, the great English 
actress, and became her life-long friend. The Palmers took Anna to 
London, and later Miss Terry obtained small non-speaking roles for 
her on the stage, and they were inseparable companions from about 
1885 to 1889. When Sargeant painted his noted portrait of Ellen 
Terry as Lady Macbeth, Ellen of course posed for the face, but it was 
Anna Held who posed in the heavy costume. Returning to America, 
she became in 1891 the companion and governess of the children of 
U. S. Grant, Jr., first in Westchester County, New York, and later in 
San Diego; and it was then that she came to know La Jolla. In the 
Grant family she was always known as ‘‘Cozella,’’ because she arrived 
on the day a “Cousin Ella” was expected. In 1894 she established her 
well-known “Green Dragon Colony,’ and here she entertained her 
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Mr. AND Mrs, SAMUEL J. DEVANNY 


"THE GREEN DRAGON" 
as it looked when first erected in 1894 by Miss Anna Held, who is 
shown watering her eucalyptus trees, and as it appeared some years 
later, after many alterations and additions. Miss Held at window. 


a1 


friends. Beatrice Harraden is said to have written her most famous 
novel, ‘Ships That Pass in the Night,’ on the cliffs near the “Green 
Dragon,” but it is also claimed that she wrote it in “The Windemere,” 
a cottage then on Prospect street, but now on Virginia Way, which 
she is said to have designed for her friend Mrs. Kendall, also an 
English woman. Miss Harraden occupied that cottage during the winter 
of 1894-5, “where she developed her next novel, “Varying Moods’.”’ 
Madame Modjeska, with her husband, Count Charles Bozenta Chla- 
powski, often visited the “Green Dragon’, and Miss Held also enter- 
tained the famous Kneisel Quartette of Boston there. 


Anna Held was noted not only for her hospitality, but also for her 
collection of dolls. Her most famous doll was ‘Olive Mishap”, with 
dresses made from Ellen Terry’s robes, and with a crown of the actres- 
ses own hair. One of its coats was made from a piece of Henry 
Irving’s ““Hamlet’’ cloak. 


Mrs, JANE EASTON 


MISS ANNA HELD 


Later Mrs. Max Heinrich. 
1849 - 1941. 
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One of Miss Held’s favorite stories was about one of her little 
charges, who wanted to marry her when he grew up, and was told 
she might die before he was old enough to marry her. ‘““Oh, Mama,” 
he begged his mother, “If Anna should die, will you please have 
her stuffed for me?” 


“I haf so many friends” exclaimed the ruddy hostess of the 
Green Dragon. “I really wish I haf not so many. I get not fife 
minutes to mineself nefer. Eferybody ought to haf fife minutes 
to herself sometime? Var you tink?” she questioned tragically. 
“Yes, my friends take my time, my strength, my fitality. And 
eferybody that I know wants to be my friend,” this very pathett- 
cally.* 


On Sept. 20, 1904, Anna Held met Max Heinrich, noted singer and 
musician. Their mutual love of music drew them together, and their 
engagement was announced almost immediately. Max departed to ful- 
fill engagements, but he could not stay away, and broke his tour to re- 
turn. On October 11th, while at “Los Banos’’—the swimming pool 
that used to be opposite the railroad station in San Diego—they decided 
suddenly to get married. Arrangements were made immediately, and 
the wedding took place that afternoon. Wheeler J. Bailey served as 
best man, and Madame Modjeska was Anna’s attendant. 


Then Max Heinrich’s numerous progeny descended on the Green 
Dragon. Charming, talented girls they were, but—like their father,— 
they had little conception of the value of money. One of La Jolla’s 
many attractive maiden ladies tells that ‘“Tante Heinrich” urged her 
to get married, adding thoughtfully, “It’s expensive, but it’s worth 
ite 

So Max eventually went his way, dying on August 9, 1916, and 
Anna Held became known and beloved as “Tante Heinrich.” She fin- 
ally sold the Green Dragon in 1912, and moved her famous door 
covered with the signatures of her many celebrated friends to a house 
in another part of the county. One of the signatures was that of 
Charles Henrotin, who wrote ‘‘Connaitre Miss Held c'est connaitre 
beaucoup.” She lived for a while in a cottage on Torrey Pines Road, 
but finally went to live with Dorothy Palmer—the baby she had known 
since birth—in London, and later in Oxford. And there she died, on 
Dec. 14, 1941, in her ninety-third year. | 

Miss Julia Heinrich, one of the daughters of Max Reinrich by his 
first marriage, ran the “Green Dragon Tea Garden” for some time. 


* Los Angeles Times, Aug. 3, 1902. 
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wide. GREEN DRAGON COLONY Mr. JACK M, MOSHER 
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Later Miss Daisy E. Mitchell took it over, and renamed it the ‘Cricket 
Tea Room.” The Library Association has the two guest books of this 
tea room, covering the period between September 20, 1915 and July 
25,1918: 

“Tante” Heinrich had sold various portions of the “Green Dragon 
Colony” to different owners, but in 1926 Miss Josephine G. Seaman 
bought the entire colony, her main purpose being to protect its beautt- 
ful trees. She sold it in October, 1944, to Mr. and Mrs. Jack M. 
Mosher, who are preserving its simplicity and tradition. 


Mention has been made of the cottage Mrs. Mudgett 
Early = erected in 1894 on “Grand” avenue, and which has now 
Cottages been moved to the back of the lot, facing Drury Lane. 
re \o 7 ES Bishbutn.eMr. G..).- Leovy. and Dr,.- Joseph 
Rodes bought property together across the road from the Cove in 
1894, and all three erected houses. Mr. Fishburn’s was named “Nep- 
tune’, Mr. Leovy’s ‘Red Rest’, and Dr. Rodes was later known as 
“Brockton Villa” after Mrs. Mudgett bought it. Beyond the Chase 
half-adobe store Mr. W. W. Wetzell built his house, the ‘““Merrimac’, 
and later in 1894 Miss Frances Brown built her “Brownie No. 1” 
between the adobe and the ‘Merrimac’. All of these cottages are 
now (1946) standing. 


On Dec. 20, 1896, Dr. Rodes, just mentioned, who was 
Dr. then a thirty-three year old physician of San Diego, but 
Rodes originally came from Philadelphia, went fishing with his 
brother-in-law. On returning to the Cove their boat was 
capsized. Bob Stewart and Win Grolman went out after them in Mr. 
Chase’s boat, which was caught in a big breaker and thrown end over 
end. Kennedy and Dearborn then went out in a larger boat and 
rescued the men, but Dr. Rodes was so badly injured that he died before 
he could be brought ashore. 


The third hotel in La Jolla—if you can call the 

"Montezuma little “Cottage Hotel” the first—was erected by Mar- 
Cottage” garet B. Porterfield (later Mrs. Manton) and Mrs. 
Mayes in 1895. It stood near the terminus of the 

railroad, on Prospect street, just across Jenner street from the present 
Colonial Hotel. It was called the “Montezuma Cottage’, as the proprie- 
tors already had a‘Montezuma Hotel” in San Diego. In 1896 Anson 
Mills writes: ‘We all ate our Thanksgiving dinner at the Monte- 
zuma. All the natives but the Dearborns were there. Mrs. Mayes gave 
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MILLS COLLECTION 


THE COVE 


probably taken about 1895. This picture shows the first bath house, and behind it 
the “Red Rest,” the ‘“‘Neptune,” the half-adobe building used as a store by Mr. Chase, 
and the “‘Merrimac,”’ the home of the Wetzell family. _The large house on the hill 


Mrs. LENA HOLLIDAY YANDEAU 


THE MONTEZUMA COTTAGE, 1896 


Later known as the “Seaside Inn,” then as the “Ocean View.” 
Erected 1895, razed 1931. It stood on Prospect near Jenner. 


us a very nice dinner.’ A month later, at Christmas, he wrote: “All 
of La Jolla and part of Pacific Beach (probably the Snyders and 
Thorpes), 60 in all, took dinner at the Montezuma.” 

In 1900 the Fantons sold the Montezuma to E. E. Denton, who 
rented it to a Mrs. Waters. She renamed it ‘The Seaside Inn’. It 
was sold to Clark W. McKee of San Diego in May, 1901. Later it be- 
gan to run down, and the inhabitants began calling it the “Seasick Inn”! 
So it again changed its name and became the “Ocean View,” after it 
was purchased in April, 1905 by Miss Helen Hinman, an Englishwo- 
man who came to California about 1900. She ran the inn until a few 
years before her death in 1927. It’s quaint mottoes became famous: 
one was “What say you to a bit of beef and mustard?”’, and another 
was “Impatience dries the blood sooner than age or sorrow.” The 
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“Ocean View” was torn down in January, 1931, and another landmark 
of old La Jolla was gone. 


The La Jolla Village Improvement Society was or- 

The ganized about 1895. Its first officers were Judge J. 

La Jolla D. Works, president; Joseph A. Flint, vice president ; 

Village Miss Margaret Fishburn, secretary; Mrs. A. P. Mills, 

Improvement treasurer; and the executive committee consisted of 

Society Mrs. Stiles, Mrs. Hawley, Miss Sawyer, Mr. French, 

and Mr. Douglas. Its object was “‘to improve and 

beautify La Jolla and its surroundings’, and it was ‘to have charge of 

the cleanliness, beauty and healthfulness of the village.” For many 

years it did valiant service in keeping La Jolla attractive. It was super- 

seded by the La Jolla Chamber of Commerce, which became the Civic 

League of La Jolla in 1921. In 1930 its name was again changed, and 
it became the Chamber of Commerce of La Jolla. 


In April, 1896, Miss Ellen Browning Scripps bought 
Miss two lots on the ocean side of Prospect street, nearly oppo- 
Ellen site Draper avenue, and on Feb. 8, 1897, -““Ed Barnes 
Browning began hauling rock for the Scripps cottage.” The builders 
Scripps were Thorpe and Kennedy. The roof was finished April 
30th, and on May Ist, “The Scripps came to the Botsford 
house this morning.” Their cottage, “South Moulton Villa”, was soon 
completed, and the family moved in. Besides Miss Ellen Scripps her- 
self, the family consisted of her half-sisters, Mrs. Sharp, Miss Julia 
Ann Scripps, and Miss Eliza Virginia Scripps, who was known at 
that time as “Miss Jenny.” The family was supplemented from time 
to time by visits from her numerous brothers and their families. 


What the advent of Miss Scripps meant to the town of La Jolla 
no one can estimate. Her name, and the fragrance of her memory, 
is known to all. Born at 13 South Molton street, London, England, 
on October 18, 1836, she came to America in her childhood, and with 
her brothers won a place of distinction in the American press. Execu- 
tive, marvellously able, abstemious, she chose to lavish the great wealth 
she had obtained by years of distressingly hard work and self-denial, 
on people all over the world, all over America—but especially to the 
people of La Jolla. Her charities and benefactions are too ‘numerous 
to list, but mention must be made of some of her outstanding gifts 
to the village. One of her first gifts was the Biological Institution, which 
she, with her brother, E. W. Scripps, gave and endowed, and which will 
be spoken of later. She then gave to the village, with her half-sister 
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Virginia, Scripps Hall at the Bishop’s School in 1909-10 and later the 
gymnasium there; the Woman’s Club House in 1914, already men- 
tioned; the Children’s Playground and the Community House in 1915; 
the Sanitarium in 1918, now the Scripps Memorial Hospital, and later 
the Scripps Metabolic Clinic and the Nurses Home; over one-half the 
funds for the new Library building in 1921, with an Endowment Fund 
later; the Hospitality House at Camp Kearny; a large part of Torrey 
Pines Park and the Lodge there in 1923; a four acre athletic field to 
the public school in 1930; and the Children’s Pool in front of the 
Casa de Manana in 1931. She also gave the tower and chimes to the 
Episcopal Church, St. James-by-the-Sea, in memory of her sister Vir- 
ginia, who died in London, April 23, 1921. This tower was dedicated 
March 25, 1929. Miss Scripps made large contributions to all the local 
churches, and to many other local causes. 


Fot many years Miss Scripps had an informal day at home at her 
residence, where she welcomed her friends and greeted new comers 
to the village. On April 22, 1924 she opened the charming lath house 
which was such an addition to the grounds. The people of La Jolla 
tried to express their appreciation of Miss Scripps’ numerous kindnesses 
and benefactions in many ways. When her house burned down in 
1915, and when she broke her hip in January, 1922, the expressions 
of sorrow and sympathy were spontaneous and sincere. Though all the 
buildings she erected here are monuments to Miss Scripps, the public 
desired a more personal expression of their admiration and affection, 
and so dedicated a tribute to her on the grounds at the Community 
House on June 14, 1926. It was a semi-circular granite bench, bearing 
the inscription: 


“PRESENTED TO THE PEOPLE OF LA JOLLA BY THE 
PEOPLE OF SAN DIEGO IN HONOR AND 
APPRECIATION OF 
ELLEN BROWNING SCRIPPS” 


On the back of the seat figures of dancing children are carved in low 

relief, with this quotation from Robert Louis Stevenson: 
“The world is so full of a number of things 
I’m sure we should all be as happy as kings.” 

Facing the bench is a fountain with the figure of a kneeling child in 
bronze, modelled by James T. Porter of La Mesa. Every school child 
was asked to contribute a penny toward this memorial. 

In 1927 the sculptor, C. Scarpitta, executed a beautiful marble bust 
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of Miss Scripps which her friends and relatives say is one of her best 
likenesses. It is now in the possession of the Fine Arts Gallery of San 
Diego. And in that same year, on her birthday, the park back of the 
Cove was named the “Ellen Scripps Park.’ She acknowledged this in 
the following letter to the La Jolla Journal: 

Thank you for the privilege of saying in your columns what I should 
have liked to say personally and individually, were I able, in words 
of grateful appreciation to the donors of all the kind messages and 
floral gifts sent me on my ninety-first anniversary, to all of which my 
heart responds better and deeper than by tongue or pen. In connection 
with this, I must include the bigger, if not better honor conferred upon 
me by the San Diego Park Commissioners, at the instance of La Jolla 
friends, in bestowing my name on the dear little park that was loved 
and nurtured so many years past by La Jolla residents many of whom 
are now gone. The only regret I have is that I do not bear a more 
euphonious name for such a distinction. The one little ironical vowel 
buried in its six barbaric, nordic consonants makes a combination un- 
fitted for the name of a thing of joy and beauty. 


But let us all take comfort in the consciousness that future genera- 
tions, when none of us may be here to protest, recognizing its plea, will 
rechristen it in some old Spanish guise, to which it belongs by virtue of 
position and heredity. 


Again, in October, 1929, the inhabitants of La Jolla attempted to 
express something of their love for Miss Scripps by presenting her 
with a silver plaque bearing the inscription: 


PRESENTED TO 
ELLEN BROWNING SCRIPPS 
BY 
TLHE ‘PEOPLE OF VAs) @lnien 
THAT SHE MAY KNOW THAT THEY APPRECIATE 
HER MANY GENEROUS GIFTS AND UNSELFISH EFFORTS 
TO DEVELOP, IMPROVE AND UPLIFT THE CULTURAL, 
SOCIAL AND SPIRITUAL LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY 
URE 
FIDELIS ET GENEROSA 


This plaque was presented by Mrs. Wm. M. Hawkins (the former 
Mrs. Robert P. Scripps) to the Art Center of La Jolla on Miss Scripps’ 
birthday, Oct. 18, 1945. Mrs. J. R. Hutchinson made the presentation 
for the Library, and Miss Katharine J. Smith made the speech of ac- 
ceptance for the Art Center. 


Miss Scripps died at her home, ‘South Moulton Villa”, on August 
3, 1932, in her ninety-sixth year. We shall not see her kind again! 
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Miss HitpA M. GARDNER 


MISS ELLEN BROWNING SCRIPPS 
1836 - 1932. 
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On her one hundredth birthday a tree was planted for her in the 
park that bears her name, with the following plaque: 


THIS TREE WAS PLANTED BY 
ELEANOR B. PARKES 
OCTOBER 18, 1936 


THE.100TH ANNIVERSARY 
” OF THE BIRTH OF 
OUR BENEFACTRESS 
ELLEN BROWNING SCRIPPS 
FOR WHOM THIS PARK IS NAMED 


In 1899 Miss Ellen Browning Scripps wrote an ar- 
"The Future ticle on “The Future of La Jolla’, a copy of which 
of La Jolla" was placed in the corner-stone of the Woman’s Club 
‘at its dedication in December, 1913. Here is the ar- 

ticle: 


I have been asked, as I understand it, to draw a pen picture of La 
Jolla’s future. I am neither prophet nor poet, and my instincts all tend 
to the practical consideration of the actual, not the ideal. 7 


That there lies before us great possibilities, there can be no doubt. 
Wealth, subordinate to art and culture, may create a suburb of stately « 
homes environed by beautiful parks and avenues of tropical luxurious- — 
ness; may produce a fitting jewel to the setting that nature has provided 
in her picturesque coast line backed by the illimitable, eternal sea, with 
its ever varying, wondrous colors and moods and aspects; the radiant 
sky above and the mountain tops afar off. 


It were easy to conceive such conditions, it is harder to construct 
them, and yet it must be in the consideration of such building up that 
we are chiefly concerned today. 


In this practical, prosy, every day world of ours it is only labor that 
wins success; the labor no less of thought and education and brain 
culture than of brawn and muscle. 


_ Something is never made out of nothing, good people of past genera- 
tions to the contrary, notwithstanding. 


There can be no evolution without involution: no bringingforth, 
without first putting in. It is through the travail of the artistic soul 
that beauty is born. Patience and labor are the essentials, not the mere 
incidents of success; not the labor that is sordid, but that, that is loving 
and intelligent; not the patience that means idle waiting, but that, 
that imitates the Divine Creator in His construction of the universe. 


The fruition of our hopes and aspirations can be attained only by our 
own determination’ and acts. 


I sea even to suggest practical ways and means for the prosperity 
we seek. 
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What has become of the Village Improvement Society? Is it buried 
beyond resurrection? Have its rules and ordinances become a dead 
letter? Are not such matters as cleanliness, orderliness and thrift within 
its province? Is there not comprehended in its duties the repairing 
and keeping in order the streets, boulevards and avenues of the village; 
the enforcement of the stock law, the securing of water rights and 
privileges for the residents; the encouragement of rapid transit between 
suburb and city; the discouraging of unseemly sports and practices 
from outsiders; the prohibition of injurious acts, demolition of public 
property, desecration of natural scenery, etc? Do not these and other 
matters seem essential factors of prosperity ? 


Individually, much may be done, as witness the comfort and con- 
venience and facilities of mental and social culture afforded in the 
building we now occupy. But it is in the aggregation and union of 
will, purpose, energy and labor that new conditions are to be wrought 
and real satisfactory progress attained. 


It lies with us residents and owners of La Jolla to make our ‘Jewel’ 
what we will, only keeping it always in harmony with its glorious 
natural setting. To do this we must cultivate ourselves, in our own 
hearts and lives, the spirit of all harmony and beauty and spirituality. 
From the upbuilding of character goes the outbuilding of beauty. 


it will matter little then if our homes are stately edifices or un- 
pretentious cottages. For here the poet will find his inspiration, the 
teacher his lessons. Here the artist shall realize his dream, the weary 
and suffering shall find rest and solace, and every soul shall be satis- 
fied; for it shall awake in the likeness of its Creator. 

From La Jolla to Bird Rock the entire coast is beautiful, changing, 
majestic. There are numberless curious pieces of rock formation, gi- 
gantic in size, and varying as the sands in formation. Let the imagina- 
tion but play among these rocks, caves and overhanging bars, let the 
various beauties but become beloved of the poet, painter and romancer, 
let them but receive the “honorable mention” that is their due, and 
Neptune's Garden at La Jolla will be a fair rival of Colorado’s charm- 
ing resort. 

We may say with the aged colored porter of the Manitou hotel, as 
he was heard to remark once last summer: “Yes, sar, Nature has been 
here sar, and she am here yet, sar, for sartin, sar.” 
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CHAPTER V 


Schools, Library, Old Inhabitants 
—1896-1900 


At first the children of La Jolla attended school at Pacific 

Schools Beach. A picture that must have been taken there about 
1894-5 is still preserved in the collections of the Library, 

and shows Hans Kennedy, Ellen Mills, T. W. and Irene Robertson, and 
many others. Ellen Mills also attended school in the Botsford house in 
La Jolla, she told Fred Howard. In or about 1896 the school met on 
the second floor of the vacant Heald store at Wall and Herschel, where 
the Federal Loan and Savings building now is. In his diary of Jan. 
31, Anson Mills states that there were twelve children in the school 
in 1896. A picture of this also survives, dated March 5, 1897, show- 
ing Hans and Ellen, the Robertsons, Charlie Mayes and others, with 
Miss Mary Cogswell as teacher. But the school was far from adequate, 
and Anson Mills noted on Oct. 3, 1898 that ‘““Mother went before the 
Board of Education (at San Diego) last night for our school. We are 
going to get it all right.’ On the following August 16th he noted 
that “Mr. Kennedy has bought a lot of Mr. Botsford, (back of Mrs. 
Pebbles’ house), and is going to put up a building for a schoolhouse.” 
This was on the west side of Herschel, just south of Wall street. Here 
a little red schoolhouse was built, with Miss Frances A. Brown as 
teacher, and here it stood until the spring of 1906 when a more elabor- 
ate, two-story school was built farther south on the west side of 
Herschel, about half way between Kline and Torrey Pines Road. This 
larger schoolhouse is remembered by many as the “‘little red school 
house.” The second floor was never used. The first building of the 
present elementary school was begun in November, 1914. ard was 
completed soon after. Additions to it were made in 1926 and 1929, 


The late Samuel T. Norcross was custodian of the Elementary 
School from about 1918 to 1941._ 


The following list of the principals of the La Jolla Elementary School 
was prepared by Miss Irvin N. Cross: 

1896-97 Mary G. Cogswell 

1897-98 Alice Brown 

1898-1902 Frances A. Brown 

1902-03 Unlisted 
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1903-04 Anna L. Harrison 

1904-07 Maude Cuff (At this time another teacher was added 
to the staff). 

1907-10 Ethel Paine 

1910-11 Imogene Pierce 

1911-12 Ruth MacClenathan 

1912-17 Floss White 

1917-20 Ula Chalmers 

1920-21 William Sharlip, 7th and 8th Grades 

1921-25 Buel Enyeart 

1925-43 Irvin N. Cross (17 years) 

1943-45 Vesta Peterson 

1945 David Cherry 


On March 17, 1898, there is an entry in the Mills 

"Oldest diary which needs a word of explanation. It says: 

Building in “Kennedy has taken his old shop down. It was the 

La Jolla" first building erected in La Jolla.’ Hans Kennedy 

_ states that this building was on Wall street, almost op- 

posite the present Post Office building. It was little more than a 
shed, and was used by workmen when La Jolla was first laid out. 


Mention has already been made of Miss Flor- 

Miss Florence ence Sawyer, who was a guest at the La Jolla Park 
Sawyer and the Hotel in 1895. In August of that year she bought 
"Reading Room" block 54, bounded by Girard avenue, Prospect 
street, Herschel avenue and Wall street, and the 

following year she bought the “Red Rest’’ cot- 

tage. In 1898 she made a munificent donation to the village, giving a 
lot GO x 60* at the corner of Girard and Wall for a ‘Reading Room’, 
and erecting a building cn the site. The builders were Thorpe and 
Kennedy, and Mills recorded on May 21st that they “are getting along 
well with the Library building.’’ On July 29th Mrs. Mudgett an4 Miss 
Sawyer went to San Diego to purchase the furniture for the Library, 
which was duly opened on July 22nd—'‘Almost everyone in La Jolla 
present.” Miss Sawyer was a companion to Mrs. Catherine Howard 
Spear, an invalid, and a picture of the library shortly after its comple- 
tion shows Mrs. Spear in her wheel chair with an attendant, Miss 
Sawyer, Mrs. Mudgett, and others. This picture must have been 
made soon after the opening, as Mrs. Spear died in Los Angeles on 


* Later Miss Scripps added 22 feet on Girard and 80 feet on Wall street, to 
make the present Library lot. 
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THE READING ROOM 
at Wall and Girard, taken soon after its erection in 1898. The invalid is Mrs. 
Catherine Howard Spear, and her attendant is Miss Florence Sawyer (later Mrs. 
ohn Ransome Bransby), who gave the site and building to La Jolla, with over a 
thousand dollars’ worth of books. After Mrs. Spear’s death in 1899 the library 
became a memorial to her. This first building now (1946) stands on Draper 


MILLS 


COLLECTION 


March 20, 1899. Miss Sawyer then decided to present the ‘Reading 
Room” to the village as a memorial to Mrs. Spear. She is said to have 
donated over $1,000 worth of books to the library, including sets of 
Tyndall, Huxley, Bancroft, Spencer, Lecky, Appleton’s Cyclopedia of 
Biography, etc., as well as furnishing the room completely, including 
an upright piano. The little building was greatly enjoyed by the 
people of La Jolla—many of their club meetings and social events 
being held there. When the present building was built the 
old one was moved to Draper avenue, where it now stands almost 
opposite the head of Silver street. On May 26, 1899 Miss Sawyer 
married John Ransome Bransby at Los Angeles, and came to the ‘Red 
Rest’ to spend part of their honeymoon. 


On March 30, 1899, four days after Miss Sawyer’s 


The wedding, of which he may not have known at that 
Library time, Mr. Mills records: 
TA Miss Sawyer has promised to give the Library to 
of ; es 
) us. This evening we formed a Library Association and 
La Jolla 


decided to incorporate. Elected Trustees as follows: 
Miss Ellen Scripps, Mrs. Olivia Mudgett, Miss Frances 
A. Brown, C. S. Dearborn and Anson P- Mills. 


On June 18th the Library Association of La Jolla was incorporated 
by Miss Scripps, Mrs. Mudgett, Dearborn and Mills. The deed for 
the library was received August 31, 1899. Anson Mills often acted as 
librarian, and on Jan. 9, 1900 he was ‘elected to that position at a 
salary of three dollars a month. Miss Josephine Chase was later made 
librarian, resigning Oct. 28, 1905. Miss Nina Waddell then began her 
long years of service as librarian, which lasted almost to her death on 
June 22, 1921. Her friends regretted that she did not live long enough 
to see the new building dedicated on October 10, 1921. 


The architect of the new building was William Templeton Johnson. 
Much of the money had been given by Miss Scripps, on condition that 
a certain sum be raised by the people of La Jolla. Miss Scripps later 
gave an Endowment to the Library. A bronze plaque was inserted in 
the wall of the library, near the entrance, with the following inscription: 
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TO THE MEMORY OF ALL THOSE WHO 
IN THE HISTORY OF THIS REPUBLIC 
WHO HAVE DIED IN ITS DEFENSE AND 
OF OUR FELLOW CITIZENS, WHO 
SERVED IN THE WORLD WAR 
THIS LIBRARY 
BUILT AND FURNIS3ED THROUGH 
THE GENEROSITY OF 
ELLEN BROWNING SCRIPPS 
AIDED BY SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM 
LA JOLLA RESIDENTS AND FRIENDS 
IS GRATEFULLY DEDICATED 


THEY. GAVE THE LAST FULL) MEASURE 
OF DEVOTION 


JOHN MOGG SCRIPPS 1840-1863 
BASIL FIELDING WORSFOLD — 1897-1915 
FRANK N. BENNETT 1882-1918 


RAMON FREDERICK MORENO 1893-1920 


The children’s fountain in the patio of the library is the work of the 
noted sculptor, Merrell Gage. 


The Librarians have been: 


Anson P. Mills 1900-190- 
Josephine T. Chase 190--1905 
Nina T. Waddell 1905-1921 
Irene Eckis 1921-1926 
AlicesVieCatcysians 19206- 


On March 11, 1899, Mrs. Mills, Sr., Mrs. Mills, Jr., 
A Mills- and Mrs. Mudgett gave a party at Livy’s in honor of Mrs. 
Mudgett Frank Moore. The following people were present: Mrs. 

Party Moore, Mrs. Pebbles, Dr. and Mrs. Young, Mr. and Mrs. 
Botsford, Mrs. Palmer, Mr. and Mrs. Wetzell, Mrs. Jef- 
Benjamin, Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. Clement, 
Dr. and Mrs. Cleary, Mrs. Kellogg, Mr. and Mrs. Lever, Mrs. Crun- 
shaw, Mr. and Mrs. Milligan, Mrs. Jones, Mr. Dearborn, Miss Scripps, 
Miss Brown, Miss Chase, G. W. and Paul Chase, Molly and Sarah 
Cleary, Bessie Lee (niece of Dr. Young), Miss Warner, Irene Robert- 
son, “and all of our own folks. We had eight games of High Five, 


freys, Mrs. 
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MILLS COLLECTION 


THE LA JOLLA SCHOOL 


taken March 5, 1897. The school was held on the second floor of 
the old Heald store, which stood at that time at the corner of Wall 
and Herschel. The teacher (second from left) was Miss Mary 
Cogswell, and the tall girl was Ellen Mills. The four boys were 
Hans Kennedy, Spencer Neil, Charles Mayes and T. W. Robertson. 


Mrs. Pebbles and Mr. Clement winning the prizes. Music, both vocal 
and instrumental. Ice cream—four or five kinds of cake—coffee and 
cocoa. We wound up with a dance. Everyone seemed to have a good 
time! We didn’t get to bed until nearly two o'clock, as Ellen had to 
write up her notes for the Tivbune after we got home.” 
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Some comment on this list of old inhabitants 

Old Inhabitants is necessary. The Botsfords, Kennedys, Chases 

and Miss Scripps have already been spoken of. 

Mrs. Pebbles was an old resident whose house stood about where the 

Granada theater now stands. On Jan. 1, 1894, the Union recorded 
that 

“Mrs. Pebbles, a guest of the La Jolla hotel, caught a 400-pound 
jew-fish in the kelp bed.” 

Dr. and Mrs. John A. Young were among the very earliest settlers 
in La Jolla. Their names appear as visitors here as early as 1888, and 
he bought his lot here in 1892. Their house was brought from Pa- 
cific Beach, and still stands at the corner of Silverado and Ivanhoe. 
Dr. Young was a dentist, practicing in San Diego, and sometimes in 
La Jolla. In 1900 he went to Shanghai, China, but conditions there 
did not suit him, and he returned to La Jolla and resumed his practice. 
His first wife, Fannie, mentioned above, died May 8, 1915, and a 
year later Dr. Young married Mrs. Florence Brubacker. Dr. Young 
died, an honored and respected citizen, on Feb. 4, 1927, and his 
widow lived in the old house until her death on Sept. 19, 1943. Mr. 
and Mrs. W. W. Wetzell were prominent in La Jolla for many years, © 
with their four well-known sons, one of whom is still a resident of La 
Jolla. Miss Frances A. Brown, the school teacher, built the cottage later 
known as “Brownie No. 1” opposite the Cove in 1894. She was 
president of the Woman’s Club from 1912 to 1914, while the Club 
house was being built, and died Oct. 8, 1914, three days after it was 
dedicated. 


Among the very earliest residents of La Jolla 

The Dearborns were Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Dearborn and his 

wife, and her mother, Mrs. E. E. Jones. Mr. Dear- 

born bought a quarter interest in ‘“La Jolla Park’? on March 25, 1887 

with H. W. Whitney, and was closely identified with La Jolla until 

his death July 2, 1923. Before the advent of the railroad Mr. Dear- 

born drove a stage from the end of the railroad in Pacific Beach to 

La Jolla. He was the second postmaster of La Jolla, and for a time 
the post office was in his house on Girard avenue. ‘ 

There were numerous other inhabitants of old La 

The Hollidays Jolla not mentioned in the above list of guests. 

Among them were the family of Jeremiah Lee Hol- 

liday, who ran a dairy for many years in block 50, living in the old 

Heald house. Later they moved to “Long Beach”, where they kept a 

dairy. Len Holliday’s gramaphone arrived Dec. 23, 1897, and for years 
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Mr. HERBERT R. FITCH 


CHEWING THE CUD AT THE LA JOLLA BEACH AND TENNIS CLUB 


This remarkable picture of Mr. Holliday’s cattle was taken in March, 1906. The 
beach was called ‘“‘Long Beach” at that time. 


was one of the chief attractions at all social gatherings. He and his 
twin sister Lena (Mrs. Fred Yandeau), with whom he now lives in 


Anaheim, took many pictures of old La Jolla. 


Another son, Charles Holliday, had a son Charles Lee 
"First Holliday, born at La Jolla on May 16, 1899. He was 
Wh'te undoubtedly the first “white” child born in La Jolla, with 
Child" the exception of a Kennedy child who died shortly after 
birth. 
Professor and Mrs. Edward Snyder deserve more 
The Snyders than passing mention. They came to La Jolla in the 
early days, but moved to Pacific Beach when the Prof- 
essor was appointed to the college there. He was a native of Poland. 
He died at Pacific Beach Sept. 13, 1903, and soon after his widow 
removed to La Jolla, where she became prominently identified with 
the church and social life of the town. Her full name was Mary Stod- 
dard Patchen Snyder, and she ranked as one of the six leading botanists 
of the United States, and. was known as an authority on the marine 
algae of the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. Her collection of mosses is 
preserved at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography. She served as 
president of the Woman’s Club from 1906 to 1908, and died Jan. 7, 
1926. 
Mention must also be made of Dr. Martha Dunn 
Dr. Corey Corey, who practiced in La Jolla and vicinity for many 
years, a much loved and widely respected physician, who 
died Feb. 19, 1927. Her sons Gardner and Fred are well known in 
La Jolla. Another son, Dunleigh Corey, died in 1924. 


Another old and close friend of the Mills family 
Miss Kate O. was the late Miss Kate O. Sessions, the dean of Cali- 
Sessions fornia horticulturists. She never lived in La Jolla, 
but often visited it, and died here on March 24, 1940. 
Her grave in Mt. Hope Cemetery is near that of her old friends, the 
Mills family. A New Zealand Christmas tree (metrosideros tomentosa) 
was planted in Scripps Park in Miss Session’s honor on her 82nd birth- 
day by the Garden Club of La Jolla, with the following inscription on 
a bronze plaque: 
THIS TREE PLANTED BY 
LA JOLLA GARDEN CLUB 
TO HONOR 
MISS KATE O. SESSIONS 
ON HER 82ND BIRTHDAY. 
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Dr. and Mrs. J. Mills Boal chose the name “ Nep- 
“Neptunia"™ tunia’” for their development now known as the 
“Barber Tract” in April, 1899. The winning name 
was submitted by Miss Helen De Lange, then a visitor in La Jolla, 
and the prize was a lot in ““Neptunia.” And speaking of Miss De Lange, 
whose charm has won her a wide circle of friends in La Jolla, the 
following item appeared in the San Diego Union for May 7, 1899: 
Miss Chase and Miss De Lange spent some time, the latter part of 
the week, sketching at Old Town. If one love’s relics and ruins, there 
they are. 
‘Some of the young people have laid out a golf links’ said 
Golf Anson Mills on July 22, 1899. The first course ran up Prospect 
street from the corner of Cave, down Torrey Pines Road, then 
over toward the ocean, and back to the starting point. It was some time 
before Anson could be induced to play, but on October 19, 1900 he 
records he “played golf with Mr. and Mrs. Keene this P.M. A re- 
markable game. Anyone has to try it but once to become a victim of 
the habit.’ By the following year the game had been established in 
La Jolla, for on May 13th.“In the evening we met at the Reading 
Room and organized a Golf Club.” This was the start of golf in La 
Jolla. 


As the town grew it encroached on the old course; so finally it be- 
came necessary to move. A clay course was used until the present site 
was selected. On Aug. 31, 1926 ‘the Club voted to grass their course.” 
On August 25th of the following year the new Club house was begun, 
the corner stone being laid on Sept. 6th. On Nov. Ist, Mills said, 
“A Mr. Davis is writing the history of Golf in La Jolla, to be read at 
the opening of the new Links and Club House on the 4th of this 
month. He came to see me today and asked a lot of questions about 
the early days of the game here. He was disposed to give me credit 
but I told him that Robert Maxwell was the father of Golf in La 
Jolla.” The links were opened on the 4th, and the new club house. 
on Nov. 24, 1927. 


Mr. Lawrence Brodribb, of Colorado Springs, Colorado, a frequent 
summer visitor in La Jolla’s early days, writes as follows: “We laid 
out the first golf course on the hill, I rather think that Mr. Mills 
helped. Of course it was all very rough, dirt greens, etc. In those 
days we only used about four clubs. The balls were solid rubber and 
when they were damaged we soaked them in lye to take off the paint, 
then boiled them and pressed them in a mould, and after they had 
cooled we painted them and so had a new ball. I often think we got 
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more pleasure out of the old simple game than many get now-a-days 
with all the fixings and expense.” 


Prominent in the early colony were two Scandinavians, 
Thorson uncle and nephew, who were fishermen and boat builders, 
and and general utility men. Their names were Thorson and 
Larson Larson. They built a glass bottomed boat which they 
launched Aug. 22, 1899, and which took tourists around 
to see the sights on the bottom of the bay. On Nov. 22nd of that year 
they began work on a much larger boat, and had started planking it 
by the following April 5th. This boat was built at the Cove, just 
back of the old bath-house. On July 26, 1900 it was launched, and 
it must have been a pretty sight to see this large boat slip down:the 
ways over the rocky hillside into the smooth waters of the Cove. They 
asked Miss Kitty Murray to sponsor the boat, and gave her very specific 
instructions that it was to be called the “Vee-king’’, and not the “Vik- 
ing’. The launching was a great success, the boat ‘looked well in the 
water’, and in a very short time Thorson and Larson were taking out 
large fishing parties in it. The “Viking” sailed the waters around La 
Jolla for about six years. It was purchased by the Rochleau brothers, 
and was wrecked in a storm about 1906 on the rocky beach just east 
of the Caves. 
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BUILDING THE ‘'VIKING" 


at the Cove. This view shows the first bath house. The “Viking” was begun Nov. 
22, 1899, and was launched July 26, 1900, with Miss Kitty Murray as the sponsor. 
It was built by two Scandinavians, Thor Thorson and his nephew Larson. 


Mrs, J. S. HYMAN 


GEA PTE Reeve 


“Biological Institute,” Churches 


—1900-1907 


When La Jolla was first laid out in 1887, the proprietors, 

Street Messrs. Botsford and Heald, must have had a lot of fun 

Names thinking up names for the streets. Mr. and Mrs. Botsford, 

having lived for a time in New York City, named Park Row, 

Exchange Place, Wall street and Pearl street after New York City 

streets, and these are four of the eight street names which remained 

unchanged until the present time. The other four are Prospect street, 

Ravina street (which originally was planned to run through the town 

to the junction of Torrey Pines and Girard), Cave street and Silver 
street. 

It is not necessary to tell of each change, but some of them are of 
interest. On May 22, 1900, the city father’s saw fit to make sweeping 
changes in our street names. In accordance with the then prevailing 
idea which resulted in the alphabetical tree, bird and famous men ~ 
streets in various parts of San Diego, they decided to name our streets 
in alphabetical order after famous scientists. Some say this was a 
suggestion of Miss Ellen Scripps, but this has not been confirmed. 


The following scientists seem to have been honored: 

Agassiz avenue, now Olivetas, and formerly Vine street, was named 
for the well-known Swiss naturalist and teacher, Louis John Rudolph 
Agassiz, 1807-1873. 

Borden avenue, now La Jolla Boulevard and formerly Olive avenue, 
was named after the American civil engineer, Simeon Borden, 1798- 
1856. ; 

Cuvier avenue, formerly Palm, was named after Baron Georges 
Leopold Chretien Frederic Dagobert Cuvier, 1769-1832, the French 
naturalist who was called the founder of the science of comparative 
anatomy. 

Draper avenue, formerly Orange, was named after John ‘William 
Draper, 1811-1882, the American chemist and physiologist. 

Eads avenue, formerly Washington, was named for James Buchanan 
Eads, 1820-1887, American engineer. 


Fay avenue, the former New York avenue, was named after Theo- 
dore Sedgwick Fay, 1807-1898, American miscellaneous author. 
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Girard avenue, formerly Grand, was named after Stephen Girard, 
1750-1831, the American banker and patriot, founder of Girard Col- 
lege. 

Herschel avenue, formerly Lincoln, was named after Sir William 
Herschel, 1738-1822, German astronomer who lived in England. There 
is no authority for spelling this name ‘“Herschell.” 


Ictinus avenue, the former Garfield, and now Ivanhoe, was named 
after the architect of the Parthenon—in case you didn’t know! 


Jenner street, the former Franklyn Place, was named after either 
Edward Jenner, 1749-1823, English physician and discoverer of vaccina- 
tion, or Sir William Jenner, 1815-1898, also an English physician and 
pathalogical anatomist. | 

Kline street, however, the former Center street, does not seem to 
have been named for a scientist, but for a local resident. 


Some of these names proved to be a little too high-brow even for 
La Jolla! Perhaps Ictinus and Agassiz were not always easy to pro- 
nounce—and spell. In August, 1913, Ictinus became Ivanhoe, and, 
spurred on by this success, a great many more names were changed in 
December, 1913. Agassiz became Olivetas, Borden became La Jolla 
Boulevard, Connecticut (once spelled without the second ‘‘c” by a 
local mason in the sidewalk at Fay avenue, where it still stands), was 
rechristened Silverado street; “Boulevard”? became Coast Boulevard, 
Coast street became Coast Boulevard South, Magnolia avenue—which 
was Beach Row before June, 1907, became part of Park Row; Magnolia 
Place became Ivanhoe avenue East, and State street was changed to Tor- 
rey Pines Road. 

This about completes the changes in names, with the exception of 
College street. This name was duplicated elsewhere in San Diego; 
so another name had to be chosen. Scripps street was adopted May 12, 
1930, but this name also had been used for another street; so on 
August 11, 1930 it was again changed to Virginia Way, in honor of 
Miss Virginia Scripps. 

Dearborn has leased a lot near Robertson’s to an old man 
M. C. named Close—a retired soldier and (of course) a pensioner. 


Close The veteran is erecting a very small house large enough to 
hang up his sword, and means to make his home here. 


This item from Mills diary for Jan. 18, 1900, shows the advent of 
the Civil War veteran M. C. Close, who, with his long white beard, was 
a picturesque figure in the village for many years. He kept a little 
curio shop on Prospect street, where he sold souvenirs of La Jolla. 
Among his curios was “an honest to goodness mermaid.” 


Vd. 


On Nov. 4, 1904, the first election was held in La 

First Jolla. The site chosen was the shed serving as a railroad 
Election station, and a photograph was taken of this memorable 
event, which is here reproduced. In all 28 votes were 


cast! 
Among the miscellaneous writings of the late 
Prof. Ellen Mills is the following item: 
Gustav Old timers remember, too, Professor Gustav 
Schulz Schulz, artist, photographer, civil engineer and a 


lot of other things, a hearty, genial soul, and the 
and he sunne! man who dug the first tunnel into the Caves. Early 
to the caves visitors slid down into the depths on a rope. 


Prof. Schulz, a native of Germany, had a tiny studio cabin over the 
Caves, and in the fall of 1902 he began to dig a tunnel into the Caves. 
On Nov. Ist he had two men working there. It was cut through on 
April 9, 1903, and on July 13th the Union mentions visitors. By Sept. 
10th ‘Prof. Schulz’s tunnel is a success and is paying well.” Prof. 
Schulz was popular with the La Jolla ladies so there was great con- 
sternation at his death when it was discovered he had a wife and 
seven children across the ocean. | 

In November, 1903, Mrs. Annie Hodgson bought two 

Mrs. lots on Herschel avenue, and erected a little house there, 

Hodgson now 7865 Herschel avenue, where she still lives. Here she 
started a restaurant, and for many years it was a popular 
eating and gathering place for the local inhabitants. 


Among other of the old-timers who deserve special 
Other mention are Mr. and Mrs. Frank Burnham and their 
Old-Timers mule; ‘“Duke’’ Tichborne—thought to have been a 
relative of the English family famed in the “Tich- 
borne Estate ;”” Mike Whalen, the Civil War Veteran; and Mr. Greeley, 
with his pair of burros and his ice cream wagon. He used to go 
through the little La Jolla train selling cones and reciting a jingle 
that went something like this: 
Ice cream cones, ice cream cones. 
They’re nice and sweet 
And can’t be beat. 
They'll clean your teeth and curl your hair, 
And make you feel like a millionaire. 


Mr. Walter S. Lieber gave the following description of 
La Jolla carly La Jolla. 


in 1904 I arrived in La Jolla on April 3rd, 1904, intending 
to stay a few hours between trains, and have been here 
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LA JOLLA'S FIRST ELECTION 
November 4, 1902. Held in the railroad depot in the middle of Prospect 
street near Fay avenue. From left to right, Jeremiah Lee Holliday, Charley 


Baldwin, Anson P. Mills, W. W. Wetzell, Paul Chase, Taylor Rutherford, 
Charles Dearborn and John Hobbs (standing). 


ever since, The town then had about 100 cottages, inhabited mostly 
by old maids and widows, with men very scarce. I rented a cottage 
at nine dollars a month of Mrs. Mills. Scripps Park was then a place 
of tents and tent floors, and piles of manure, tins and bottles. La Jolla 
had cow paths in lieu of streets, deep to the ankle in summer with 
dust, in winter as deep in mud; oil stoves with which to cook, oil 
lamps by which to read; water only fed into the village by a two-inch 
pipe, and none in that pipe during the day, so we had to stay up at 
nights to get enough water for the next day’s needs, gathered in tubs 
and buckets. There were at that time three bath tubs in the village, 
fed to cold water only, candle lanterns to lead one along the cow 
paths at night, no plumbing in the houses, and many other inconvent- 
ences for a comfortable existence. Armed with shovels, pails and sieves 
we used to go over to “Long Beach” for the tiny clams for broth, 
using the shells for our pathways. When Prospect street was graded 
metate stones were found, showing that Indians had lived here. In 
those days all the ladies wore plain white sunbonnets, including the 
two Miss Scripps. 

It was through Mr. Lieber’s efforts that the Park was cleared and 
made a real park, and the row of palms planted which adds so matert- 
ally to La Jolla’s charm. 

Dr. William E. Ritter, head of the department of | 
“Biological Biology at the University of California, had under- 
Institution" taken a survey of the entire coast of California to find 
the best location for biological work. After investi- 
gating Pacific Grove, Catalina, San Pedro and other locations, Dr. 
Ritter and his associate, Dr. C. A. Kofoid, also of the University of 
California, spent two summers at Coronado, working in Glorietta 
Bay. Miss Ellen B. Scripps and her brother, E. W. Scripps, became 
intensely interested in this work, and Miss Scripps promised Dr. Rit- 
ter that if he would locate at La Jolla she would provide a small build- 
ing for the work. Dr. Ritter accepted, the community was asked to 
help, the building was built, and in June, 1905, the University party, 
including Dr. Ritter, arrived. The building of the ‘‘Marine Biological 
Association of San Diego,” as it was then called, was 24 by 60, and 
stood in the park just above Alligator Head, and back of the bath 
house. It contained room for research work, and one large room for 
an aquarium. By 1907 it became apparent that the growth of La Jolla 
would pollute the waters of the Cove too much for scientific work; 
so on August 10 the city of San Diego, through the influence of Mr. 
Scripps and Dr. Fred Baker, sold Pueblo lot number 1298 to the In- 
stitution. The little aquarium was removed, and the building was 
converted into two cottages, which now stand on the west side of 
Girard avenue just north of Pearl street, 
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LA JOLLA ABOUT 1903 


Torrey Pines Road in the foreground, and Prospect Place at the right. 


Mrs. Ora W. WATROUS 


Dr. and Mrs. Ritter made their home in La Jolla 

Dr. Mary B. after June 1, 1909, and immediately took their right- 

Ritter ful place among the leading citizens of the village. 

Mrs. Ritter was a physician, known as Dr. Mary B. 

Ritter, and was president (1914-1918) of the Woman's Club at the 

time the new club house was erected. Mrs. Ritter is now (1946) re- 
siding at Berkeley. Dr. Ritter died there Jan. 10, 1944. 


The first building of the Institution at its new 
Institution of site was erected in 1909, artd in 1910 the Rit- 
Oceanography ters moved into a makeshift apartment on the 
second floor, where they lived until the erection 
of their residence in 1915. This building was the George G. Scripps 
Memorial building. In February, 1912, the station became known as 
“The Scripps Institution for Biological Research of the University of 
California’, and formally became a part of the University. In 1916 
the new library and the one thousand foot pier were dedicated on 
August 9th. The name was again changed in 1925 to “The Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography of the University of California’. In 1931. 
an additional laboratory building was erected and called Ritter Hall 
in honor of the first director. The important and vital work that 
this Institution has done and is doing—especially in connection with 
World War Il—cannot be told here. 


The directors of the Institution since its inception have been; 


Dr. William E. Ritter, 1905-1923 
Dr. T. Wayland Vaughan, 1924-1936 
Dr. Harald U. Sverdrup, 1936- 
On August 28, 1905, the original bath house 
First Bath was burned to the ground. Some time after April 


House Burned in 1904 it had acquired a new hip roof and a new 

coat of paint, and looked much improved. The 
proprietors were Mrs. Martin and her son, affectionately known as 
“Toot” from his former position as fireman on the La Jolla railroad. 
The fire was caused by a defective gasoline lamp, and for a time it 
was feared that the new building of the Biological Institution, with 
its aquarium would also be destroyed; but fortunately it was not injured. 


A month later, on Sept. 29, 1905, the Soledad Club 


The was organized by some ninety of the more convivial 
Soledad male members of the community. Their club house 
Club was the second floor of the Chase and Ludington 


store (the old Heald store), at the corner of Prospect 
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and Girard. For many years it was the only place in town where you 
could indulge your thirst, and even the club’s semi-occasional ‘Ladies 
Nights” did not soften the hearts of the feminine contingent of La 
' Jolla toward it. On April 26, 1915 Anson Mills recorded: ‘‘The Sole- 
dad Club has closed after a rather chequered existence. A good thing, 
I guess.” : 
To go from the mundane to the sublime, 
The Presbyterian — ‘two days after the founding of the Soledad 
Church Club the First Presbyterian Church of La Jolla. 
was organized, on October 1, 1905. As previ- 
ously stated, Presbyterian services had been held in the Union Church 
under Rev. H. J. Furneaux and Rev. Wm. L. Johnston, but by 1905 
ten persons banded together and petitioned for a meeting with the Rev. 
Halsey W. Clark and Dr. Noble. After organizing they retained Mr. 
Clark as pastor, who seems to have alternated between the churches 
at La Jolla and Pacific Beach. The church met first in a tent on Eads 
avenue, almost directly back of the present edifice. On July 22, 1906, 
the first new member was admitted, and later the “Little Brown 
Church” was built at the corner of Girard and Torrey Pines Road, where 
the Telephone building now stands. This was dedicated on Dec. 
1, 1906. The location soon proved to be much too far out of town, 
so the building was moved in 1907 farther north on Girard avenue, 
about where the A. & P. store now is. There it stood until 1914, when 
it was again moved, this time to the back of the lot of the present site 
on Draper avenue. It remained here until 1928, when it was again 
removed, to make way for the present building. The old church was 
taken back to Torrey Pines Road within a half-block of its original 
location, and has now perhaps settled down after its numerous peram- 
bulations around the village. For many years it served as the home 
of the American Legion, but it was made into a multiple dwelling 
in 1944. 

In 1907 the first annual report showed a membership of twelve, 
and a Sunday School enrollment of forty-seven, with expenditures for 
the year amounting to $1,825.00. The Woman’s Missionary Society 
was organized in 1906; the Christian Endeavor in 1908; and in 1910 
came the separation from the Pacific Beach church. In 1912 the church 
assumed self-support, declaring independence from the Board of Home 
Missions; and in 1915 the annual report showed 31 members and an 
expense account of over $2,000.00. In 1916 the Ladies’ Aid Socitety— 
now known as the Woman’s Guild—was formed, and in 1921 the 
Manse at 1409 Park Row was built. In 1925 the church reported 115 
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members, a Sabbath School of 90, and expenses, including benevolences, 
of over $7,000.00. In 1928 the church erected its present building on 
Draper avenue, at a cost of approximately $40,000.00. The architects 
were Nicholson and Walker. At its 30th anniversary in 1935 the 
church had a membership of over 300, a Sabbath School of 154, and 
expenses, with benevolences, of $10,212.00. On May 28, 1939, the 
new Christian Education addition was dedicated. This included the 
Chapel and new Sabbath School rooms. Douglas McEllan was the 
architect. A year later, on May 29, 1940, the organ in the Chapel 
was dedicated. In 1943 the present Manse at 7602 La Jolla Boule- 
vard was purchased. The church has now over 400 members. 


The pastors of the church have been: 


Rev. Halsey W. Clark 1905-1908 
Rev. A. W. Williams 1908-1911 
Rev. H. Gough Birchby, 1911-1916 
Rev. Paul C. Elliott, 1916-1920 
Dr. L. A. Ostrander, (supply) 1920-1920 
Dr. Reuben Haines Hartley, 1920-1931 
Dr. Edward LeRoy Elson, 1931-1941 


Rev. Edward A. Krapp, (supply) 1941-1942 
Dr. George Giffin Culbertson, 1942- 


On January 5, 1906, ground was broken for the 

The new bath house, to take the place of the old one 
Second which had burned the previous August. Whereas the 
Bath House old building had been small and inoffensive—though 
no doubt inadequate—the new building was very large 

and imposing. It contained an auditorium, a swimming pool that was 
later floored and turned into a dance hall, and a restaurant overlook- 
ing the Cove. It opened in March, under the proprietorship of Fred 
Scripps and Hugh N. McKie, and was undoubtedly the pride and joy 
of the village when it was new—but time remedied that! By 1922 the 
place was not only an eyesore but was also most unsanitary. So in Janu- 
ary when the proprietors tried to renew their lease from the Park 
Board, there was a great outcry from the inhabitants of La Jolla. Feel- 
ings ran high; meetings were held; discussion was rampant. In March 
the Park Board refused to renew the Scripps and McKie lease, ‘‘and 
ordere them to tear down the old bath house. We are glad of it.” 
So wrote Anson Mills. But it was not torn down at that time. The 
burning question as to the erection of a new bath house was finally 
and fortunately decided in the negative. On Jan. 8, 1924, the Civic 
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Mr. HERBERT R. FITCH 


THE COVE AND ALLIGATOR HEAD 
as it looked in October, 1906. The second bath house had been finished in the 
spring, and the Biological Station and Aquarium had been erected the year before. 
This photograph was taken by Mr. Fitch. 


League held a meeting to discuss the bath house question. Early in 
September the Park Commission voted to have the structure torn down, 
and the work had begun by early December. On March 10, 1925, Mills 
noted: ‘The old bath house, excepting part of one wall, has been torn 
down.” The shadow of the bath house no longer desecrates the sands 
of the Cove. In this manner the Cove was finally restored to the in- 
habitants of La Jolla, who of course in consequence almost universally 
ignore it! 


On January 10, 1906, the La Jolla Social Club was 
The formed at Wistaria Cottage. Mrs. Burr was elected presi- 
La Jolla dent, Mesdames Booker and Mills vice-presidents, Miss 
Social Brown secretary, Miss Brent corresponding secretary, Miss 
Club Chase treasurer; and the Board of Directors consisted of 
Mesdames Hyman, MacDonald, Burch, Solem and Fitz- 
hugh (now Mrs. Decker), and the Misses Brent, Waddell and Mills. 
The purpose of the club has been obscured by time, as of course the 
Woman’s Club was functioning at the same time. It first met in the 
Botsford house, and then in various buildings, and finally was located 
on the west side of Herschel, just south of Wall street, and many of 
the meetings of the Woman's Club were held in its quarters. The build- 
ing still stands, but the club has long since disbanded. 


For many years one of the outstanding landmarks and 
Cathedral attractions of the La Jolla shore line had been “Cathe- 
Rock dral Rock’’, a picturesque.open cave on the shore near the 
present “Casa’, with a heavy rock roof, which gave it 
its Cathedral-like appearance. Photographs which survive of this rock 
often show in the opening an amazing silhouette of Queen Victoria, 
which anyone can recognize immediately. The rock was a landmark, 
and great was the sorrow of the villagers when it fell early on the 
morning of January 19, 1906. The fact that some of the native boys 
had weakened the structure by sawing an iron chain around one of 
its supports no doubt had something to do with its fall. 


A copy of “The La Jolla Breakers’, dated 

La Jolla's April 12, 1906, has been preserved. This copy 
First Newspaper is Vol. I, No. 2. This must have been La Jolla’s 
first newspaper. The editor was H. V. Alexander, 

and the local editor was Miss Nina T. Waddell, the librarian. How 
long this paper survived is not known. This number gives the following 
interpretation of the name of our village: ‘‘La Jolla is an Indian cor- 
tuption of /a olla, signifying an earthern crock, jar or water vessel.” 
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CATHEDRAL ROCK 


This remarkable rock formation was one of the principal attractions of early 
La Jolla. It stood on the shore near where the Casa de Manana now stands. 
It fell January 19, 1906. 


MILLS COLLECTION 


It was probably during 1906 that the little 

"Klein aber Mein" cottage of Miss Florence Derby (now Mrs. 

Alexander E. Graham) burned down. It stood 

at the head of the ‘‘Devil’s Slide”, very near the site of the studio of 
the late Harry G. Shriner, the artist. 


According to tradition, the first automobile in 

First La Jolla was owned by Mr. Herbert, whom Ellen 

Automobiles Mills thus describes: ‘That delightful and demo- 

cratic elderly gentleman, Mr. Herbert, brother of 

the Duke of Portland*, and proud possessor of—I think—the first 

queer little auto that La Jolla saw.” The second car was owned by 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Booth, an amazing structure, which was affection- 

ately known as “The Scissors Grinder.’ These two cars were succeeded 

by many others, and of course were indirectly responsible for the ex- 
tensive paving that was undertaken in the following decade. 


On March 25, 1907, a volunteer fire department 

Volunteer § was formed. The captain was Nathan Rannells, the 

Fire first assistant J. T. Rutherford, the secretary Sam J. 

Department Devanny, and the assistant secretary B. M. Hutchins. 

This was finally superseded in 1914 by a paid fire de- 

partment, but the volunteer band did valiant service while it existed. 
The present fire house was completed in 1937. 


About this time a little group of elderly ladies 

“The Old Ladies became known as ‘The Old Ladies of La Jolla.” 
of La Jolla" This group consisted of Mrs. Chapman, Mrs. 
Waddell (mother of Miss Nina Waddell), Mrs. 

Murray (mother of Miss Kitty Murray), Mrs. Pebbles, Mrs. Good 
(mother of Mrs. Nathan Rannells), Mrs. Tomlinson (grandmother of 
Steele Tomlinson), Mrs. Brent (mother of Sam Devanny), and Miss 
Ellen Scripps. They were a congenial group, and used to meet quite 
often for cards. In the latter part of 1907 Mrs. Chapman’s house was 
moved from Cave street to Eads avenue, opposite the Episcopal church. 
She asked if it would be necessary for her to leave while her house was 
being moved, but was assured she could remain in the building. “In 
fact”, added the mover, “you can invite your friends in for a game of 
cards.” So Mrs. Chapman did that very thing. Three of her cronies 
came to the house and played cards while the house promenaded 
through the village! The game was interrupted rather often that after- 


* The present Duke of Portland, under date of Nov. 11, 1945, writes that no 
member of his family has ever visited California.—Ed. 
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Mr. Howarp S. F. RANDOLPH 


ST. JAMES-BY-THE-SEA 


The upper photograph shows the first building, erected in 1907-8. 

The lower picture shows the present building, which was dedicated 

October 5, 1930. The tower, a memorial to Mis” Virginia Scripps, 
is a copy of the or ‘hat stood at Campo Fl la, Mexico. 
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noon, however, because they had to stop and wave so frequently to 
their friends as they sailed past. 


As has been stated, Episcopal services were held in 
St. James- the Union church from an early date. In 1906 Miss 
by-the-Sea Virginia Scripps offered the use of her cottage “Wis- 
taria’”, and services were held there for a while. In 
1907 she donated to the church the lot where the church now stands, 
and the corner stone of the first edifice was dedicated on November 
17th of that year. On October 17, 1909 the Chapel of St. James-by-the- 
Sea was dedicated by Bishop Joseph H. Johnson, with the Rev. Charles 
E. Spalding and the Rev. Charles L. Barnes assisting. The property was 
at that time assessed at about $8,000. © 
The first Vicar was the Rev. Alford A. Butler, who arrived in La 
Jolla May 7, 1908. The Rev. Charles E. Bentham was placed as Mis- 
sionary-in-Charge in 1911, and was also chaplain of the Bishop's 
School. He died Dec. 24, 1914. The Rev. William J. W. Bedford- 
Jones was appointed Vicar in 1917, and in that year the mission made 
application to the Diocesan Convention for parochial status, and was. 
admitted as a parish the following year. A rectory was built, which 
was finished before April 28, 1922. 


On July 26, 1928, the corner-stone of the new bell tower was laid. 
This tower, with its two sets of Deagan chimes, was a gift of Miss 
Ellen B. Scripps in memory of her sister, Virginia. It is a replica of 
the tower of the church at Campo Florida, Mexico, which was destroyed 
by the Diaz forces. The architect, Louis J. Gill, drew the plans from 
photographs. The tower and chimes were dedicated on March 25, 1929. 


The last service in the old church building was conducted on Sept. 
12, 1929, and the building was then moved to the corner of Draper 
avenue and Genter street, where it now serves as the Baptist church. 
An initial anonymous gift of $25,000, had been received for a new 
church building, and the envelope containing the name of the giver— 
not known by any living person—is sealed in the niche containing the 
tablet commemorating the consecration services. The new church was 
completed and dedicated October 5, 1930. The chapel was a gift of 
Florence Scripps Kellogg, Winifred Scripps Ellis, and Frederick W. 
Kellogg. 


With the completion of the church proper, it was decided to build 
a parish house, and the property was mortgaged for $25,000 to help 
pay the cost of the new structure. The debt on the church was finally 
paid in full on March 5, 1942, and the consecration of the new build- 
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ing took place on May 3rd following. The present value of the church 
property is now estimated at over $165,000. In the spring of 1944 the 
church acquired a lot opposite the present church building, and next to 
the ““Wistaria’” cottage, for the site of a future rectory, to be erected 
after the war. 


A partial list of the Vicars follows: 


Rev. Alford A. Butler 1908-1911 
Rev. Charles E. Bentham 1911-1914 
Rev. William J. W. Bedford-Jones 1917-1931 
Rev. Francis J. F. Bloy 1931-1935 
Rev. Francis Eric Bloy 1933-4937 
Rev. Donald Glazebrook 1937- 
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Characters, The Bishop's School, 
Banks—1907-1911 


Virginia was one of those inexplicable people who 
Virginia's live from time to time, constituting a law unto them- 
Way selves—treasured in memory by many who knew her 
personally for her many kindnesses and open-hearted 
generosity. It would be hard to measure the amount of good she did 
in La Jolla, both to the village itself and to many individuals in it. 
But she is today remembered chiefly for her eccentricities. She had 
the interest of the community much at heart, but her expression of this 
love was often shown in a strange manner. She loved neatness and 
order, and woe betide the luckless person who tore up a letter on 
leaving the post office, scattering the fragments to the wind. If Vir- 
ginia saw it she would compel the criminal to pick up all the pieces 
and deposit them in a proper container. She was well-known for her 
wheel-barrow, and she had no hesitancy in sweeping up a gutter or in 
sweeping out a grocery store if she thought it necessary. And she de- 
lighted to mow the church lawn. 


Her favorite color was violet, and she had no compunction in going 
up to a woman on the street dressed in “her” color, and telling her that 
she could not wear that color, and often demanding to buy the suit! 
In social contacts she had no hesitancy whatever in expressing exactly 
what she thought. At one social gathering she said, almost immediate- 
ly after her entrance: “I’m hungry. When are we going to eat? Bring 
on the food.” At a dance she was preparing to leave when the music 
started up again unexpectedly. Seizing her erstwhile partner, she pulled 
him to the floor, saying: “Let’s don’t waste this music. I wonder what 
people will say about me now.” 


She did not approve of trees—considering them dirty-—and would 
not allow them on the grounds of the Bishop's School. 


Once she took up the telephone and asked for a friend by name. The 
operator politely said “You will have to give me the number.” “What 
nonsense!’ she replied. “I have been calling her for ages and have 
never looked up her number. Connect me with her immediately.” But 
the operator stuck to her instructions and refused to give her the 
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number; so Virginia laid the telephone down without disconnecting it, 
put on her hat and coat, walked to the telephone building, strode up to 
the telephone girl and gave her a severe shaking! But the telephone 
company that time had the last word! Virginia was arrested for disturb- 
ing the peace! 

Mr. Lawrence Brodribb of Colorado Springs, Colorado, writes: 

Of course there can be no old memory of La Jolla without 
Miss Virginia, who was always a joy. As I remember it, a 
burglar got into her house on the ground floor but Miss 
Virginia was equal to the occasion. She stood at the head 
of the stairs and heaved some of her fossils at his head and so 
won the battle. 

It is reported that she stood up in her pew while the collection 
plate was being passed, in order to see what her friends and neighbors 
were contributing! She could express herself with considerable vehem- 
ence, and once, while the church was being built, she thought she would 
like to try out its acoustic properties. So with the carpenters hard at 
work she mounted into the pulpit and began to recite the Lord’s Prayer. 
Of course she could hear nothing above the noise of the carpenters until 
she screamed: “God damn it! Stop that noise! Don’t you hear me 
trying to say the Lord’s Prayer?’ And once when the Rev. Bedford- 
Jones questioned the authenticity of her christianity, she burst forth 
with: ‘God damn it, Bedbug Jones, I had religion before you were 
born.” : 

And the time—or times—she sat on the railroad track while some 
member of her family returned to the house for a forgotten article, 
and held the train, daring the engineer to start—has become one of 
La Jolla’s classic stories. She was once aptly described as a “‘cross be- 
tween a coyote and a barbed wire fence.” 


In an address which Mr. Nathan Rannells gave 


Old to the La Jolla Conservation Society on March 4, 1936, 

La Jolla he mentioned some of the humbler but none-the-less 

Characters interesting characters that were a part of “Old La 
Jolla.” 


At the time that we were a one-store town there 
were a number of wagons that supplied us with pro- 
duce. There was Louis, rancher and butcher, who came twice 
a week with fresh meat, fresh killed from the ranch, and it 
was good meat and cheap, no extra charges for choice cuts. 
One night when the Biological grade was first built, and was 
still a very narrow and dangerous road the brakes failed on his 
miniature covered wagon that he brought his meat to town 
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in. The team dashed madly down the grade to the sharp turn 
(just above where Dr. Sumners house now is), there the 
wagon turned over and the kingbolt released the front wheels 
and the runaway team came on into town with just the front 
wheels. We caught and unhitched them, then took another 
team and went out to pick up the pieces, not knowing what 
we might find. When we reached the overturned wagon we 
found Louis safe but imprisoned inthe wreck. He was very 
joyful that his little brown jug had not been broken, and 
did not seem concerned with his own narrow escape, or the 
wreck of his wagon. 


Then there was ‘Bill Tom’, the large solemn ““Two-horse”’ 

Chinaman with his large spring wagon, with the umbrella top, 
around which gathered the ladies of the town. “Bill Tom” 
-always called them all by their first names. When one lady 
took the occasion of her marriage to remonstrate with him, 
and said, “I am married now. Call me Mrs. So-and-so,” Bill 
Tom just looked her over and then said, “Allee same, I just 
call you Mary.” 


Then there was Quon Moon the Chinese laundryman who 
did excellent work and came promptly to get the clothes, 
but never remembered to bring them back for weeks at a 
time. .One of his patrons met him and talked long and se- 
verely to him on the subject. He said, “Yes, I know what you 
mean’, and went on his way. That night in the midst of 
a large card party (it was summer and the doors were all 
open), Quon came in with a snowy white garment and said, 
“Your man need night shirt? I catch ’em.” 


No story of “Old La Jolla’” would be complete without 
mentioning old Uncle Tom, one of the really fine old colored 
men. Born in slavery in old Virginia, raised among the finest 
people (and horses) of this earth, in old Kentucky. He was 
a credit to those who raised him, and to his race. When one 
talked horses to him one talked as one expert to another. He 
had a way with horses, and the wildest ones gentled quickly 
under his kind but firm hand. His own beautiful sorrell 
horse “Tramp” was always groomed to perfection, and was 
a source of great pride and satisfaction to him. 


He was hard-working and thrifty, and when Henrietta 
came to town as cook for one of the old families, and they 
were married, it was just one of those happy marriages that 
every one hopes to see. But times changed and a high- 
powered salesman sold Tom an automobile. Of course there 
were no self-starters in those days, and when one day old 
Uncle Tom cranked and cranked until he fell unconscious 
and was carried into his house—but he was gone before they 
reached his bed. The people of his race, of whom there were 
quite a few in La Jolla by that time, just stood around in 
horror and terror. I drove my father there at once and I shall 
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never forget it as he quietly folded ‘Uncle Tom’s’ hands 
and closed his eyes, and held his hand on the dark brow 
and said “Good old Tom.” The tension relaxed, the tefror 
was gone. “God was still in heaven and peace was on earth 
again.” Yes, we had our tragedies as well as our comedies 
in “Old La Jolla.” 


The first Roman Catholic services at La Jolla were 
The in the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Mannix, at 1021 
Catholic Coast Boulevard. In 1907 Mass was celebrated there 
Church by Father Joseph O'Keefe, a Franciscan from San Luis 
| Ray Mission. Later the Catholics erected their own 
building, near the corner of Klein street and Girard avenue. The first 
Mass was celebrated there on January 10, 1909. The priest was the 
much-loved Father Joseph C. Mesny (pronounced “May-ne’), who 
started his work in the parish in July, 1907, and continued it until 
he was transferred to La Mesa on June 1, 1927. The next incumbent 
was the Rev. Owen Hannon, from St. Gregory's church in Los Angeles, 
who came three days after Father Mesny left, and stayed here until he 
was transferred to the Sacred Heart in San Diego in 1930. Then 
came the Rev. Francis X. Becker, who served from 1930 until his 
death on October 19, 1934; and Father Ford, who served from 1934 
until his death on May 26, 1935. Father Thomas J. McNamara served 
from May, 1935 to May, 1939, and then the present incumbent, Father 
Joseph V. Clarkin, was installed. The new and present church building 
was erected in the fall of 1937 from plans by Carleton M. Winslow, 
the celebrated architect. The church was opened in November, and 
was dedicated December 5, 1937. The artist who painted the frescoe 
above the main entrance ‘“‘Our Lady, Star of the Sea’, is Alfred Ramos 
Martinez, and the work was donated by Jesse Albert Locke, Knight of 
the Holy Sepulchre. The old church was torn down soon after the 
erection of the new building, and the present parish house was 
erected on the spot in 1942. 


The Bishop’s School was organized January 4, 1909, 

The and was opened with temporary buildings in San Diego. 
Bishop's The first principal was Mrs. Charles E. Bentham, whose 
School husband was later the Vicar of St. James-by-the-Sea. On 
October 19, 1909, when the Episcopal church was dedi- 

cated, ground was broken for the first building of the school in La 
Jolla. This was erected during 1910, and the school was incorporated 
in March of that year. The formal opening of the new building was 
held January 3, 1911—this is the building now on Cuvier avenue. 
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Additions were built in 1913, and in 1916 a great many new buildings 
were erected, including the lovely chapel. On the chapel is a tablet 
bearing this inscription: 
TO:THE 
GLORY OF GOD 


AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
MARY ESTABROOK DAVIS 
OF THE CITY OF WORCESTER 
IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


LHissGhinbuls 
DEDICATED TO ST. MARY 
IS ERECTED BY HER DAUGHTER 

ISABEL GREEN JOHNSON 
The tower of the school, La Jolla’s most prominent landmark, is a 
memorial to Bishop Joseph H. Johnson, and was dedicated on Dec. 
13, 1930. The architect was Carleton M. Winslow. The old two story 
square tower that stood on the quadrangle, and which shows in many 


early photographs of La Jolla, was then taken down. The corner-stone - 


of the Wheeler J. Bailey Library, of which Mr. Winslow was also the 
architect, was laid June 12, 1934, but Mr. Bailey did not live to see 
it completed, as he died March 6, 1935. 

In June, 1918, the graduating class dedicated their year book to 
Miss Ellen Scripps, who in appreciation gave each member of the 
graduating class a fifty dollar war bond. 


The Principals of the school have been: 


Mrs. Charles E. Bentham 1909- 1915 
Miss Margaret Gilman Fall 1916-Fall 1918 
Miss Marguerite Barton Fall 1918-Died 1921 
Miss Caroline Cummins 1921 


La Jolla celebrated the centennial of Lincoln’s birth 

Lincoln on February 12, 1909, by erecting a flagstaff in the 
Centennial park. Mr. Walter S. Lieber, who sponsored the cele- 
Flagstaff bration, stated that the flagstaff was the only memorial 
erected that day in Southern California. Appropriate 

ceremonies were held in the park, at the base of the flagstaff. The flag 
was raised by Veteran M. C. Close, Rev. A. W. Williams read the 
Gettysburg Address, Austin Adams spoke on “Lincoln the Man”, the 
Hon. W. W. Bowers made an address, and then the Memorial was 
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showing the M 


Tue BisHop’s SCHOOL 


THE BISHOP'S SCHOOL 


emorial Tower to Bishop Joseph H. Johnson, erected in 
1930. Chapel at left. 
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presented to the city of San Diego by Mr. Lieber, and was accepted 
for the city by its Mayor, the Honorable John F. Forward. 


The tablet at the base of the flagstaff bears this inscription: 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

CENTENNIAL MEMORIAL 

FEBRUARY 12 

1809 1909 
ERECTED BY THE PEOPLE 

OF 
Trae CaN 


It should be mentioned in passing that the Gas Company 

Gas __ began laying its low pressure gas mains on March 8, 1909, and 

its high pressure mains on April 12. On June 17th and 18th 

pressure was turned into the mains. The first gas used in La Jolla 
was by D. W. Rannells at 10 A.M. on June 18th. 


Ever since the burning of the La Jolla Park Hotel in 

Cabrillo 1896 La Jolla had been without proper hotel accomo- 

Hotel dations; so when ‘Squire’ Wilson announced that he > 

would build a hotel on Prospect street there was con- 

siderable rejoicing. He built the hotel in 1908, using much of the 

lumber from the old dancing Pavilion which had been taken down in 

1907. There was a little delay, but finally, on June 26, 1909, the 

' Cabrillo Hotel was opened to the public. It at once became very 
popular, and has been well patronized ever since. 


Mr. Frazier Curtis, who with Norman Price organized 

Early the “Lafayette Escadrille” in France during the first world 

Gliding — war, was an early student of the art of gliding. About 1910 

he procured a simple glider—a pair of wings with a harness 

attached to his shoulders—and mounted the slopes of Soledad. With 

the help of Mrs. Curtis, Ralph Kline, and Nathan Rannells, who ran 

at full speed ahead towing the contfaption, he succeeded in gliding 
short distances. 


The history of banking in La Jolla began in 1910 with 

Banks =the establishment of the Southern Trust and Savings Bank 
at the corner of Girard avenue and Prospect street. William 

H. Bradley was the manager. A new building was erected on this corner 
by Mr. Charles S. Dearborn, the owner of the property, which was 
opened with a four piece orchestra and fruit punch on August 15, 1916. 
In 1917 Karl Kenyon was appointed manager. About 1922 the bank 
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HERSCHEL AVENUE 


about 1910, showing the beautiful eucalyptus trees, the Hotel 
Cabrillo, and the “Red Devil,” the gasoline car. 


changed its name to the Southern Trust and Commerce Bank. The 
building was remodelled in 1926, and another reception was given 
on June 24th of that year. Mr. Kenyon remained as manager until Janu- 
ary, 1927, when the bank was sold to the Bank of Italy, which later 
changed its name to the Bank of America. A. L. Clarkson was manager 
from Jatiuary, 1927 until November 8, 1937; L. H. Diffenderfer 
served until 1945, when the present manager, P. M. Neal, was ap- 
pointed. 

The United States National Bank of San Diego opened its doors on 
May 31, 1924, where Iller’s store now stands, at Wall and Girard. 
It was bought by the First Trust and Savings Bank of San Diego 
in 1926, and was changed to the First National Trust and Savings 
Bank in January, 1927. Its present building at Silverado and Girard 
was erected in 1929, and the house warming was held Feb. 1, 1930. 
The architect of the building was Richard Requa, and the large mural 
was the work of the noted artist Hugo Ballin. Hugh B. Cassidy was 
the manager of the bank from its organization until his death in Octo- 
ber, 1945, when E. H. Pratt was appointed in his place. 


The La Jolla National Bank was organized in June, 1928, and opened 
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in temporary quarters at the south-west corner of Wall and Herschel, 
where the robbery occurred that is related elsewhere. It moved to its 
permanent building at the northwest corner in 1928, the opening 
reception being held on December 29th. This bank was sold to the Se- 
curity Trust and Savings Bank of San Diego in April, 1933. Karl 
Kenyon has been the manager of this bank since its inception. 


Mention has been made that ‘“Tante Heinrich” was an 

. Ellen — old and very close friend of Ellen Terry. Miss Terry came 

Terry to San Diego on Nov. 29, 1910, spoke at the Wednesday 

Club in the afternoon, and gave a reading at the Isis theater 

in the evening. But she found time to visit La Jolla, as her name ap- 

pears as a guest in Wheeler Bailey’s guest book for that day. Mrs. H. 

Austin Adams gives the following charming account of the event, which 
she calls “A Page from the Book of My Memory.” 


It was a gray day in November, 1913*, the equisite little 
promontory where Wheeler Bailey’s house stands was swathed 
in a soft mist, the crying sea-gulls and cormorants wheeled to 
and from their homes in the neighboring crag above the 
white-crested waves which broke on the brown pebbly beach 
below with a soft swish of dainty skirts topped by the delicate 
white ruching of the foam thus creating a perfect background 
for the lovely vision which burst upon my sight—the tall 
figure, so stately and graceful, of that glory of the English 
drama, the “immortal” Ellen Terry. 


“Uncle Wheeler” had brought her and her manager from 
the Grant Hotel where he found them, for a short visit to 
see La Jolla and his uniquely interesting home. 


‘Fair Ellen’”’ was clad from head to foot in dark blue, with 
a filmy chiffon veil from her hat enveloping her beautiful 
swan-like neck, which rose like a column of marble from the 
deep blue of her gown. Her face had all the bright fresh- 
ness and charm of the proverbial “English Country gardens’, 
illuminated by her penetratingly intelligent eyes. 


She was enthusiastic over the beauty of La Jolla and took a 
deep interest in the unusual house with its Indian motif car- 
ried out so succesfully in its hand-hewn furniture, its rawhide 
chairs, gay rugs and blankets of many hues thrown over 
“the gallery’, spacious fire-place, bright with pottery and a 
huge Indian basket of red geraniums flanking the end of the 
“Indian Red’’ Steinway—which caused a sensation when it 
burst upon La Jolla in those far-off days. Now it would 
scarcely cause a murmur, so avid have we become for gay and 
pungent coloring. 


“Uncle Wheeler” asked me to play for Miss Terry which 


* Possibly M-s. Adams’ memory played her false. 
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I was very happy to do, rendering the ‘Polonaise in C Minor’ 
and “Waltz in A” by Chopin, and by way of an encore Grieg’s 
“To Spring’. After I had finished, she came and sat beside 
me on the piano bench, graciously thanking me with great 
profusion and discerning appreciation. 

Then we were regaled with a sparkling conversation be- 
tween my husband and Miss Terry anant things dramatic in 
general, and of the London stage in particular. Her beauti- 
ful voice rose and fell in exquisite cadences of flawless Eng- 
lish, a joy to be remembered always. 

Then came the end of that memorable and too short hour 
and she was whisked away again to San Diego with the soft 
mist enveloping her and leaving with me the delightful 
fragrance of a beautiful and charming personality to add to 
the book of my memories. 

‘“Tante Henrich’ was abroad at the time of this visit, and returned 


to New York the very day that Ellen Terry sailed back to England. 
Here is a. letter that Ellen wrote to her on Hotel Astor notepaper: 


Dearest Nanse eeu ier Ora! 


Welcome to yr home! Yes, I’m to sail the day you arrived 
here—too bad—I’ve had an amazing time—been splendidly 
treated—sorry to go—but shall be glad to see Edy—Ted— 
Jim and some friends...I had a lovely time in California 
Los Angelos! Oh!!!!! La Jola! I see it all now—but wish 


you had been there I must go—Love from 
Your old 
sale 
Keep well— 
Keep jolly— 
Be Good 


Isn’t New York amazing now 
Where will it end?!! 
The line introducing electricity to La Jolla was com- 
Electricity pleted January 2, 1911. The electric company had 
difficulty obtaining 100 customers out here—they 
said they didn’t want electricity, gas gave such a nice white light— 
tungsten lamps were much too yellow! Besides, they didn’t want poles 
on the streets. In fact, feeling ran so high that some of the inhabitants 
of La Jolla got up a petition to keep the company from running the 
line out here; and when the construction crew did arrive they were 
met by “‘vigilantes’” who tried to scare them away! When one of our 
leading citizens was asked to subscribe for electricity he ejaculated: 
“Hell, they’ ll be wanting bath tubs next!” 
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Four customers were connected on January 20th: Jesse Smith, Mis- 
sion Cottage; A. Rhoades, Marine and La Jolla; I. H. Tanner, Girard 
street; A. Brewer, Prospect street. Other early customers were C. 
D. Smith, P. H. Matthewson, and K. M. Samuels; and Mrs. A. P. 
Mills had service connected on March 20th. 


In 1911 a basketball team. was formed, with 
Championship Gregory Peck* as captain. Peck was a former Uni- 
Basketball versity of Michigan star, and under his guidance 
Team and coaching a championship team was developed. 
Fred Corey, Morton Clark, Harold Sheppard and 
Edgar (“Happy”) Daynes were on the original team, and later 
additions were Harold Wetzell and Ben Genter. During the first 
year they won twelve games and lost one; in the second year they won 
fourteen games and lost none, capturing the San Diego League Cup 
for 1912, which can be seen at the Community House; and in the 
third year they won ten games and lost none—altogether a remarkable 
record. In 1913 the manager was Willie Y. Wetzell. Their home 
games were held in the Masonic Hall on Girard avenue. 


About this same time the La Jolla Band was formed. 

La Jolla = The leader was Ike Andrews, and the musicians included 

Band Charles Calloway, Bert Fraley, Frank Garty, Ben Genter, 

Ernest Hinman, Roy Dodson, Robert Redding, Norman 

Neumann, Lloyd Whitson, Reuben Daynes, Charlie Hughes, Gregory 
Peck and others. 


* Father of the motion picture actor of the same name, who was born in La 


Jolla. 
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CHAPTER VIII 


Moving Pictures, Fires, Hospital, 
—1911-1916 


The first moving pictures shown in La Jolla were given 

Moving in the auditorium of the bath house on January 22, 1912. 

Pictures The operator was Willis E. (“Bill”) Zader, who says the 

first show was given by an Edison machine that did not 

have even a fire shutter! The light was turned off, or rather shut off, 

with a piece of tin, to keep the film and the whole place from going 

up in smoke. After running about two months this motion picture 
house was closed on account of the fire hazard. 


The next moving picture house was started in the summer of 1912, 
at the southeast corner of Drury Lane and Silverado street, between 
Fay and Girard. This was on outdoor theater, and the proprietors were 
the Hansbrough brothers, and Bill Zader was again the operator. 


In January, 1913, the W. C. Sheppard building at Girard and Wall 
was built, and the “Orient” theater, on the site of the present “Gra- 
nada,” seating 500, was opened on January 20th. The Hansbrough 
brothers were the proprietors until about 1915, and then the Stutz 
brothers ran it until the late 20’s. Zader operated the machine until 
about 1914, and was then relieved by young Hansborough, but Zader 
returned as relief operator in 1916-7 and again in 1919. He relates 
how a “Santa Claus’ put up a lot of prizes just to see how people 
would act when their number was drawn! One wonders if this started 
the ‘Bank Night” craze! 

On February 1, 1915, Mr. Mills recorded that he saw the 16th 
episode of ‘The Perils of Pauline,” and added somewhat plaintively 
“Will they never end?” The picture machines were turned by hand 
until about 1922, and La Jolla was one of the first places to have a 
power-driven machine, which was home made. Also the theater here 
was the first to use the new type of “metal covered” carbons. Later 
the name of the theater was changed to the “Garden.” 

In 1914 a rival theater was opened across Girard avenue, where the 
H. & R. grocery now is. It was called the ‘La Jolla Theater,” and was 
tun by Trusty and Scanlon. It closed down shortly. 

The Garden theater with the Sheppard building was taken down in 
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September, 1924, and the present building, with the “Granada” 
theater, was erected immediately. The “Granada,” seating 712, was 
opened March 25, 1925. Lantern slides were used between films until 
about 1929. Some were business ads, and one, of course, was 
‘ALL THE Lapies HAVE REMOVED THEIR HaTs. THANKS.” 
On May 29, 1929, the Granada had its first talkie—Mary Pickford in 
“Coquette.” 
Vol. I, No. 1 of the “La Jolla Journal’ appeared 
"The La Jolla January 18, 1913. The owners were Bohannon and 
Journal" Brown. Unfortunately a complete file of this news- 
paper has not been preserved. The earliest numbers 
now on file are for 1919. It was at the time published in La Jolla, 
and later moved to Coronado. On March 10, 1917, Mr. Mills noted 
‘The Reeds have sold the Journal. Mrs. Bosworth is to run the paper.” 
Again, on March 4, 1918, he said ‘‘Mrs. Bosworth has given up the 
La Jolla Journal, or perhaps the La Jolla Journal has given up Mrs. 
Bosworth.” The new editor was Frank L. Sanford, from March 8 to 
April 5, 1918; then W. J. Wright till Oct. 11; T. B. Cumbon Oct. 18, 
1918, to April 11, 1919, when Dick Henderson took over the paper. 
On June 9, 1922, Ellen Mills began her connection with the paper as 
local editor. On Oct. 29, 1922, Mr. Mills recorded “Dick Henderson 
has sold his newspaper. Ellen will keep on with the new owners.” 
She then obtained a part interest in the paper, which she kept until 
her death. Harry Chrimes appears as editor from Nov. 3, 1922, to 
July 6, 1923, and A. H. Foret was editor until October 10, 1924. The 
new owner, Mr. Will Shaw, bought an interest in the paper in July, 
1924, and has been editor ever since October, 1924. 


The first building of the Colonial Hotel was opened on 

The February 1, 1913, and was such an immediate success that 

Coionial a second building was opened not long after. The pro- 

Hotel  prictor was George A. Bane. During the boom of 1928 

a new, large and fire-proof building was planned, and the 

smaller of the old buildings was moved to the back of the lot. The new 
and present Colonial was opened June 28, 1928. 


On January 14, 1914, Mary Pickford was making 

Mary moving pictures at the Cove. Mr. Mills wrote: “We have 
Pickford = learned that Miss Pickford cannot swim; so they got 
and Norma Tuttle of La Jolla to make the thrilling swim 
Norma through the breakers. She did it well, and got five dollars 


Tuttle for doing it.” Norma Tuttle was a pupil at the Bishop's 
School. 3 
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The 


One of the most exciting events of 1914—as far 
as La Jolla was concerned—was the attempted robbery 


Post Office of the post office on the night of September 18th, or 
Robbery rather in the early morning of the 19th. The post 


office was then located where the Garden Shop now is, 


on Girard avenue. But let the chief actor, Nathan Rannells, tell it 


himself: 
I 


was a police officer at that time—not until the following 


February did I become postmaster. I was awakened about two 
o'clock in the morning by the telephone operator, who told 
me that some one was in the post office. I thought it might 
be one of the town drunks awaiting an escort home, but from 
force of habit I buckled on my belt and revolver. I hurried 
from my father’s house on Herschel down Silverado street to 
Girard. The night was pitch black. Soon after I turned 
the corner I could see a man—he looked like a boy of 18— 
walking back and forth in front of the post office. He was 
evidently a look-out. I tried to hide behind a eucalyptus tree. 
I could see the light from a flash-light playing on the safe 
inside the building. Suddenly the boy must have spotted me, 
because he called “Look out! Look out!” Immediately two 
men joined him from inside the post office and began firing 
at me. Then they all began running toward Silverado street. 
I returned the fire, emptying my revolver. I could hear the 
bullets in the tree above my head. My shots too went wild, 


and 
was 


the men escaped. When the premises were searched, it 
found that the safe had been drilled, and nitro-glycerine 


placed in the hole, which had been wired to the electric 
circuit. I hadn’t been a minute too soon. Nothing was 
stolen. Federal and city investigations failed to discover the 
identity of the thieves. 


Fires 
In 
1915 


The year 1915 is noted for the number of serious fires 
which occurred in La Jolla. The first was the burning of the 
Crescent Cafe on the night of June 15th. The Union Congre- 
gational Church burned down on July Ist, as has been stated. 
So there was great excitement when a fire was found in the 


vestry of St. James-by-the-Sea on the evening of August 7th, at 8:30. 
Everyone turned out to see and to help, but the local fire department 


was able 


to put the fire out without a great deal of damage being done. 


The vestments, the communion service and other plate, were destroyed. 
No sooner had the local inhabitants returned to their homes when at 
10:30 another fire alarm sounded! Miss Virginia Scripps’ home, the 
“Iris” was on fire, and again the firemen and the local crowds collected. 
In the midst of fighting this fire it was discovered that Miss Ellen 
Scripps’ residence, ‘South Moulton Villa,” was afire! The excitement 
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was intense! Fire engines were called from San Diego, and in turning 
a corner on the way here the fire chief’s car struck a bank and was 
overturned, and the occupants of the car thrown out, but no one was 
seriously injured. 

Both the “Iris” and “South Moulton Villa” were completely 
destroyed, except for the sun room in the latter house, which now forms 
such an attractive part of the Art Center. 


Oiled rags had been found in the burning buildings, proving defin- 
itely that the fires were the work of an incendiary. Public feeling ran 
high, wondering where he would strike next; many parents were afraid 
to send their children to school. The hunt for the incendiary continued 
for some months, until he was finally located at Perris. He was William 
Peck, an Australian, aged 43, and a former gardener on the Scripps 
estate who had been discharged the previous year. He confessed to 
setting the church and the two cottages afire, and was sent to prison 
for arson. 


On July 3, 1915, the La Jolla Playground was 

The La Jolla opened to the public. This was the first, aside from ~ 

Playground the Biological Institution, of the many benefactions 

which Miss Scripps gave to La Jolla. It is said to 

be the very first of the public playgrounds, and was used as a model 

by many others. Its great usefulness was at once apparent, and the 

buildings, designed by Louis J. Gill, and grounds have been constantly 

used by the people of the village ever since. The building bears two 

tablets: the first was given by the children of La Jolla and was cast 
at the High School. It reads: 


THIS TABLET-IS PLACHD) HERE-BY 
THE CHILDREN OF LA JOLLA 
WITH LOVE AND GRATITUDE 
IN HONOR OF 
ELLEN BROWNING SCRIPPS 
THE DONOR OF THIS PLAYGROUND 
Aa Palo Ba 

The second, erected by the city, reads: 
IN GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
OF THIS GIFT OF 
ELLEN BROWNING SCRIPPS 
TORTHE 
CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
JOLY Srdyit915 
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The first director of the playground was Joseph Hallinan, assisted 
at first by Mr. McKenney, and later by John Burkholder, with Miss 
Henderson in charge of the woman’s department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Archie C. Talboy began their connection as directors 
of the Community House in September, 1919, and on September 15, 
1944, the people of La Jolla expressed, their appreciation of the loving 
service of this couple by a silver anniversary program at the Com- 
munity House, in which young and old told of the work of the Talboys, 
and presented them with a framed congratulation, a volume of 160 
letters from 350 former users of the playground, and a substantial 
war bond. 


From the very earliest days there had been a watering 
The trough in the middle of Prospect street, at the head of 
Watering Girard avenue. This appears in many of the old photo- 
Trough graphs, as late as 1908. It was taken down soon after, 
and a new one was erected in the middle of Girard 
avenue, just south of Prospect. It was a large ornamental stone 
structure which eventually became covered with a luxuriant bougain- 
villia vine. But as the automobile grew more common it became 
increasingly evident that the watering trough was in the way. It was 
allowed to dry up, and the youths of the town definitely thought it 
was impeding the path of progress. So on Hallowe'en night in 1915 
the trough was tumbled down, and another picturesque landmark of 
La Jolla was no more. 


>: 


For many years a group of singers went from house 

Christmas _ to house on Christmas Eve, serenading various members 

Waits of the community, especially those who were ill. The 

personnel of these Christmas Waits varied from year 

to year, but those most prominent among them were F. H. Perry, H. 

Pucky, Harry and Trevor Morgan, Louis Lockyer, Richard Gaines, 

Charles Lay, Ted Giles, Frank Garty and Will Shaw. They were 

accompanied by a little portable organ, played for many years by Earl 

Williams, and later by Walter Boutelle. This custom began in 1915, 
and was only recently discontinued. 


A large lumber boat named the “Noyo” was  ship- 

"Noyo" wrecked off the coast of La Jolla on November 22, 1915. 
Storm In January, 1916, occurred the worst rain storm in the 
history of San Diego and the surrounding country. It 

rained steadily from the 16th to the 19th, and the population was just 
recovering from that storm when a second cloudburst of even greater 
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severity came on the 26th and 27th. All communication with the rest 
of the world was cut off, there was of course no gas nor electricity, and 
for three days the people of LaJolla had to live on what they had in 
the house, and cook it on any kind of fire that was available. The 
kindness and generosity of some of the local inhabitants at that time 
will never be forgotten. The new concrete bridge over the San Diego 
river near Old Town was destroyed. Thousands of abalones were 
swept ashore at Bird Rock. Mills reported in his diary that the flood at 
Fay and Ravina street was 60 to 80 feet wide, and 4 feet deep; and that 
Girard, Fay, Eads and Draper avenues were badly cut. By the 29th he 
was able to drive down to the big cut in the road about half a mile 
below Bird Rock. Not until February 11th was train service resumed. 


But things were soon back to normal, and on the eve- 

Colonial ning of February 28th a “Colonial Evening” was given 

Evening at the Woman’s Club. Dr. Ritter and Mrs. Willie Wise 

appeared in costume as Mr. and Mrs. George Washington, 

Mrs. Ritter and Mr. Wise as Mr. and Mrs. John Adams, Mr. and Mrs. 

Copeland as Mr. and Mrs. John Hancock, Mrs. W. C. Crandall as - 

Mrs. Clinton, and Miss Russell as Mrs. Alexander Hamilton. The photo- 
graphs preserved prove that this was a most charming tableau. 


Later in the year the Woman’s Club decided to 

Shakesperean = give a ‘Shakespearean Pageant,’ under the leader- 
Pageant ship of Mrs. Margaret Russell Knudsen. It was 
probably the most elaborate pageant ever given by 

the Woman's Club, and one that entailed endless detail and planning. 
It was splendidly conceived and executed, and must have been a most 
outstanding entertainment. It was given on the night of April 24, 
1916. Shakespeare, represented by Miss Mary A. Richmond (now Mrs. 
Pressly), the President of the Club, presented to Queen Elizabeth © 
(Mrs. Ritter) and the ladies and gentlemen of her court (Mrs. Walter 
Lee Brown, Mrs. Fred Scripps, and Mrs. Graves were ladies of the 
court, and Mrs. Jene E. Bell was Canterbury, Mrs. Eleanor Parkes was 
Raleigh, Mrs. C. F. Atkinson, Leicester, and Mrs. Orr, Bacon) various 
scenes from his plays, and in return was knighted posthumously by the 
Queen, who regretted that she had not done so in real life. Mrs. 
Knudsen gave the sleep-walking scene from ‘Macbeth,’ and the 
ladies of the village dressed as characters from ‘‘Hamlet,” “Romeo and 
Juliet,” “King Lear,” “Julius Caesar,” “Othello,” ‘“Cymbeline,” ‘The 
Tempest,” “Troilus and Cressida” and ‘“‘As You Like It,” giving brief 
scenes from the play as they were presented to the Queen. Children 
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Mrs. ELLA Dow CARTER 


Mrs. Mary H. DECKER 


THE WATERING TROUGHS 


The first trough (upper) stood at Prospect street at the head of 

Girard avenue. Picture taken April 1, 1908. The second trough 

(lower) stood in the center of Girard, half-way between Prospect 

and Wall. It was built about 1909, but with the rapid increase in 

automobile traffic it became increasingly evident that the trough 

was blocking progress. So on Hallowe’en of 1915 it mysteriously 
disappeared. 
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took the part of fairies from ‘The Midsummer Night's Dream.” Mrs. 
Comfort represented Shakespeare’s mother, and others his sister and 
Anne Hathaway. The costumes were most elaborate and colorful, and 
the pageant was an evanescent panorama of great beauty. Surely the 
audience must have been largely male, as it seems as if every woman 
in town must have had a role in the pageant. The Woman’s Club is 
fortunate in having a complete set of photographs taken at this time. ; 


On the following May 1st the Club planted a 
Shakespeare Northern Oak on its grounds in honor of Shakespeare. 
Tree This tree still stands. 


July 28, 1916, was the opening date of Dr. Samuel 
Dr. Gillispie's T. Gillispie's “Sanitarium,” in what had been the 
Sanitarium Kline house on Prospect street, on the site of the 
present hospital. Dr. and Mrs. Gillispie deserve 
great credit for founding this institution. Later a building was erected 
next door, which now forms part of the Scripps Metabolic Clinic, and 
the Sanitarium was moved there. The Kline house was sold, and 
moved to Ravina street in June, 1920, where it is now the home of — 
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Kelso. After Miss Scripps broke her hip in 
January, 1922, she became convinced that La Jolla needed a larger 
hospital, so soon after, on November 21, 1923, work was begun on the 
present hospital building. It was finished on September 25, 1924, at 
which time a reception was given to the medical fraternity. The follow- 
ing evening a general reception was held, and the new and enlarged 
hospital was opened. It was named the Scripps Memorial Hospital in 
memory of Miss Annie Scripps. The Scripps Metabolic Clinic started 
in the former hospital building on December 11, 1924. It was enlarged 
in 1928, and a new front erected to match the hospital building. This 
new part was opened October 22, 1928. In the meantime the Nurses 
Home had been erected in January, 1926. The Woman’s Hospital Aux- 
iliary was formed May 10, 1929, with the late Mrs. Anson P. Mills as 
President, Mrs. Morrison Hopkins as Vice-President, Miss Maud 
Wyckoff as Secretary and Mrs. E. H. Decker as Treasurer. For many 
years the Auxiliary raised its funds for the coming year by giving a 
“Charity Ball” at the Casa de Mafiana on Washington’s birthday. The 
urst of these balls was held in 1930, and they were continued annually 
through 1941, and were the leading social event of each season. The 
{3th ball, in 1942, was ‘‘Blacked Out’’ by the war. 


Mrs. Gillispie was superintendent of the hospital until September 4, 
1929, when Miss Jessie A. Horn was installed. Miss Horn retired 
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September 30, 1944, and Mr. Howard B. Hatfield, formerly of St. 
Luke’s Hospital in San Francisco, was installed. 


Three events happened in August, 1916, which are men- 

August, tioned elsewhere, but should be stated here in their chrono- 

1916 logical sequence. The new Union Congregational Church 

was dedicated on August 6th, the new library at the Insti- 

tution of Oceanography, and its one thousand foot pier, were dedicated 

on the 9th; and the new building of the Southern Trust and Savings 
Bank was opened on the 15th. 


The following account of the La Jolla Rough 


The Water Swim is abridged from the history prepared 

La Jolla by Owen Handley to be read at the opening of the 
Rough Water 1945 race, and is used with Mr. Handley’s permis- 
Swim sion. He deserves great credit for his meticulously 


| correct account, which he obtained by interviews 
with old residents and by a most painstaking reading of old newspapers. 


“The Biological Pier Swim,” as it was then called, was 
sponsored as a sort of added attraction to the California Pan- 
American Exposition which held sway in San Diego in 1915- 
16. The course was from the northerly side of the just- 
opened “Biological Pier” to the Cove. The swim was not 
followed consecutively down through the years since this 
first meet, but nevertheless the year 1916 is the year in which 
the event was fully realized for the first time. The victor in 
that historic contest was a San Diego lad, Charley Shields— 
since then a prominent swimming promoter and an active 
A. A. U. official—who covered the mile and three-quarter path 
in forty-eight minutes flat. La Jolla’s outstanding entry in 
this initial engagement was none other than A] Iller. Although 
Al didn’t break any speed records that day, he did set an 
endurance mark that Max Miller has tried to beat ever since. 


Then came World War I, so it wasn’t until 1923 that 
another swim was held. The winner was Eddie Herzog of the 
San Diego Rowing Club, who bettered Mr. “Chubby” Shields’ 
original time by three minutes. 

In 1924 the event met with the difficulty of finding a 
chairman, since no one was willing to rally to its leadership. 
So in 1925 the chairmanship was invested in Al Iller, who, 
with the aid of some willing Legionaires, established the meet 
again. That year there were eight men and eleven women 
contestants, and the first entry to cross the finish line was 
none other than our own Florence Chambers—then a resident 
of our fair city and a member of the American team at the 
Olympics. Miss Chambers displayed on this occasion one 
of the most spectacular exhibitions of long distance swim- 
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ming that sport enthusiasts who have followed these races 
ever witnessed. 

In 1926 there were many conflicting A.A.U. water festi- 
vals, and it was not deemed advisable by the chairman to 
conduct another meet that year. However, in 1927 and 1928 
there were organized a series of local swims which were 
mapped out over a much briefer distance than the “Biological 
Pier” trek. This lesser sprint, from the Cove to the Beach 
Club, laid down the foundation for the path adopted by 
the committee in 1941 as the official course. the Beach 
Club had just been completed, and the swims were more or 
less held in connection with its summer activities. 


This unofficial contest, with mainly local talent, did not 
satisfy the hopes and enthusiasms that a small group of 
sports-minded people had acquired for the event. They 
wanted to establish a traditional swim completely non-com- 
mercial in nature, and with no motive other than to pre- 
sent a first class aquatic carnival. So it was that in 1929 
this same group of Legionaires worked with untiring effort 
to put the race back in the running with other leading swim- 
ming events on the Pacific Coast. The response that year 
from individual stars and swimming clubs was very encour- 
aging, so encouraging in fact that the A.A.U. voted to sanc- 
tion the event. This was the first time that it was recog- 
nized by the Amateur Athletic Union. It has been held 
under its auspices and conducted according to its high stand- 
ards ever since. 


With this official recognition it is needless to say that by 
1931 it had become nationally famous because of its unique 
set-up for rough water maneuvering. It was unique as a 
mile and three-quarter jaunt in earlier days, and it remains 
now unique on a lesser scale, because the competitors do 
not merely battle their way around a buoy nor vie for 
honors on a calm day. There is an open unprotected current 
definitely free from the interference of any breakwater or 
artificial construction, and it has always been anybody’s 
race from start to finish. 


Credit for the establishment of this new, renovated 
series of contests goes to Mrs. Morrison Hopkins of the 
Casa de Mafiana, the local American Legion Post, and to 
other civic and fraternal organizations. As a result, swimmers 
from leading Western clubs began to place applications for 
their outstanding members. Included in this meet were 
such famous names as Buster Crabbe, Carl Stevenson, Walter 
Spence, Helen Madison, Oliva Hatch, Eleanor Holm, and 
our not to be forgotten Florence Chambers. 


In 1933 the meet had its usual fine line-up of performers, 
but one entry attracted especial attention—Max Miller of “I 
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Cover the Water Front’ fame. Miller tried to beat Al Iller’s 
endurance record of 1 hour and 54 minutes. 


Another meet was held in 1934 but a breather was called 
in 1935 so that there would be no interference with the at- 
tendance at the San Diego Exposition. The race was held 
in 1936 and 1937, and in 1938 there were eighty-two en- 
trants. That was also the year when the swim was taken 
over by the La Jolla Junior Chamber of Commerce and 
renamed “The La Jolla Rough Water Swim.” 


In 1939 all swimmers finished the race for the first 
time. The next year, before an estimated attendance of 
15,000, Pat O’Brien presented the major division winners 
with their awards. 

In 1941 the new course—from the Beach Club to the 
Cove—was adopted. The advantages of this course are that 
it offers a fairly clear view of the whole show from any 
point along the cliffs, that the swim is not a long drawn- 
out affair, and that fewer patrol boats were necessary—an 
important point during the man-power shortage. Although 
the present line is much shorter than the original chartered 
distance, it is by no means a dash—for three-quarters of 
a mile of open water is not spoken of as a trifling thing 
in even the best of swimmer’s vocabularies. It means nothing 
less than a straight-on struggle from start to finish, and that 
spells tough going every inch of the way. To the ‘water- 
wise’ it means that they have to cut the brine with a series of 
unbroken strokes from the time they leave the Club until 
they finally clutch the finish line at the Cove—with no time 
out for casual floating or perhaps a few back-hand strokes. 
Indeed the event is well named, for it is truly a rough water 
swim. And it is now a spectacle that has taken its place 7s 
one of the leading sports activities on the West Coast. 


In August, 1946, the old course from the Biological Pier 
to the Cove was resumed. 

In September, 1916, Miss Grace Imogene Kinne and 
The Miss Elizabeth C. Specht started a “Musical Kindergarten” 
Kinne in Miss Kinne’s ‘Sunbeam Cottage” on Cave street. It was 
School a success from the first, and gradually enlarged until it 
embraced not only a kindergarten but also five grades of 
school. At one time the school had fifty pupils. Many parents whose 
children attended this school are thankful for the love of music which 
was instilled in its pupils. The school was discontinued in June, 1931. 
Spurred on by the success of the Shakesperean 
"Agamemnon" Pageant, Mrs. Knudson and the Woman’s Club 
decided to produce Aeschylus’ “Agamemnon” on — 
Nov. 27, 1916. Mrs. Frazier Curtis was Agamemnon; Mrs. Knudson 
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was Clytemnestra; Mrs. Ritter, Aegisthus; Miss Ruth Knudsen, Cas- 
sandra; Miss Ellen B. Scripps the “Leader of the Chorus,” and other 
parts were played by Mrs. L. L. Long, Mrs. Theodore McLaughlin, 
Mrs. E. Parker, Mrs. Dailey, Miss Richmond, Mrs. Helm, Mrs. Ella 
Dow Carter, Mrs. Samuels, Mrs. Samuel T. Norcross, Mrs. Eleanor B. 
Parkes, Miss Doris Worsfold, Miss Grayce Seymour, Mrs. Charles H. 
Calloway, Mrs. A. P. Mills and several others. The photographs pre- 
served show the great care used in the costuming of this play. 


(Picture on opposite page) 
Presented by the Woman’s Club November 27, 1916. Rear row 
(reading from left to right): Mrs. L. L. Long, Miss Ellen B. 
Scripps, Mrs. Theodore McLaughlin, Dr. Mary B. Ritter, Mrs. 
Margaret R. Knudson, -Mrs. Frazier Curtis, Miss Ruth Knudson, 
Mrs Mary L. Dailey, Miss Mary Richmond (now Mrs. Pressly), 
Miss Elva Miller. Middle row: Mrs. E. Parker, Mrs. Eleanor B. 
Parkes (seated), Miss Doris Worsfold (seated), Mrs. Anna Helm. 
Front row: Miss Anne Fletcher, Mrs. Ella Dow Carter, Mrs. Lena 
Inman Samuels, Mrs. Samuel T. Norcross, Miss “Snooky” Barnett 
(seated), Miss S. Grayce Seymur (seated), Mrs. Lydia H. Paxton, 
Miss Florence Marmon, Mrs. Charles Calloway and Mrs. A. P. Mills. 
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Mr. WALTER LIEBER 


“AGAMEMNON" 


G FEAR TEREX 


War Years—1916-1918 


With the declaration of war with Germany on April 
War! 6, 1917, La Jolla was destined to see great changes. The 
Camp following excerpts from Mr. Mills’ diary give quite a 
Kearny _ picture of the times. May 24th: “The Government has 
accepted San Diego’s offer of land for a big Army Post 
.. Work will begin at once.’ May 25th: “The Government has a 
party of surveyors on the Linda Vista Mesa today.” June 3rd: From 
50 to 100 soldiers over each afternoon.” June 24th: ‘Have from 100 to 
500 men from the Cantonment each day. They seem to like La Jolla. 
The people certainly treat them well.” August 10th: “Camp Kearny 
will be ready September Ist.’’ Nov. 6th: ‘24,000 men at Kearny.” 
Thus quickly did Camp Kearny grow. Miss Scripps with her usual 
generosity put up a Hospitality House at the Camp. 


After the establishment of Camp Kearny, with 
Policewoman its subsequent deluge of young men on La Jolla, 

a meeting was held to consider various means 
to curb their effervescent enthusiasims. Various plans were considered, 
but none seemed feasible until Miss Lucile Jeardeau suggested that 
a policewoman was needed. This idea met with instant approval, 
though many wondered who could be prevailed upon to take the 
job. When Miss Jeardeau herself offered to do so she was immedi- 
ately appointed, and so became the first policewoman in Southern 
California. She proved to be extremely efficient, and was able to 
manage many of the problems that the regular police found difficult. 
Wearing a brown jersey jacket and skirt, she would walk her ‘‘beat’” 
for many hours, often putting in fifteen hours a day on her work. Her 
duties are exactly those of any other policeman, and she saw no neces- 
sity for the term “policewoman.” She was an active member of the 
force for a year, and then was on the reserve force for another year, 
when the work was abandoned after the evacuation of the camp. 


During the early days of the first World War a 

“The society called the “Cavemen” was organized. Its pur- 
Cavemen" pose was to entertain the army officers in La Jolla and 
vicinity. Why it was necessary to appear in abbreviated 

clothing to do this—with bare arms and legs >d numerous skins of 
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wild beasts—is not immediately apparent at this late date. The of- 
ficers of the original organization were J. C. Harper, the “Big Stick”’ ; 
R. C. Rose, the “Little Stick’; George W. Cobb, “Extractor of the 
Tribute”, and Joseph Hallinan, “Keeper of the Tablets”. The program 
committee consisted of Dr. T. A. Parker, Lynn S. Fossler and Oliver 
Rodgers, and the “Guides” were Wheeler J. Bailey, Karl Kenyon, S. O. 
Putnam, Ivan Rice and Robert Redding. Two impressive meetings 
were held in the La Jolla Caves, with Lorelei singing entrancing 
songs from row boats out in the bay. Another meeting, a dinner, was 
held at “Spindrift” on June 7, 1917, and a photograph fortunately 
preserves the occasion for posterity. The guests of honor were Colonel 
J. P. O'Neil, Major Brooke, and Captains Frye, Christianson, Kohl- 
weis and Thompson. Melville Klauber gave the address of the eve- 
ning on “‘Cocoanuts as a Medium of Exchange.” 


On June 22, 1917 an enormous “Whale Barbeque” 

Whale was staged at the Cove. Governor Canto of Lower 

Barbeque California was present, and a 45 piece band. Several hun- 

dred men came over from the ‘‘Cantonement’’. Whale 

meat was procured, and the barbeque was pronounced a great success; 

though it did not seem to increase the demand for whale meat at 

local stores. Another “Whale Barbeque’’ was given at another time 
in Scripps Park by the California State Medical Society. 


About this time everybody in La Jolla became ter- 
Bathing Suit ribly excited over the bathing suit problem! In fact, 
Regulations it became necessary for the Common Council to pass 
an Ordinance (No. 7056, dated June 25, 1917) which 
made it unlawful for anyone over ten to appear on any street or other 
public place in “La Jolla Park””—excepting the vicinity of the Cove— 
“unless there is worn over such bathing or swimming suit a coat, cloak 
or other garment covering the entire person except the head, hands 
and feet.’ This ordinance caused endless discussion, and was the sub- 
ject of an editorial in the San Diego Trzbune. In protest Mrs. 
Frazier Curtis appeared clad in overalls over her bathing suit—thus 
obeying the law but scandalizing the community! The ordinance was 
soon superseded by another one which demanded that the “cloak, 
coat or wrap” should reach from the shoulders to the knees! But to 
make up for this concession a second section was added, which caused 
even more violent discussion. Here it is: 


Section Two: That it is hereby declared to be unlawful 
for any person having on a bathing suit to sit or lie on that 
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portion of the beach or parcel of land known as ‘The Cove’ in 
La Jolla, and extending from the Park northwardly for two 
blocks. 

And for a violation of this ordinance the punishment was a fine of 
“not more than $25.00” or imprisonment for not more than 25 days, 
or both! 

Repercussions from this teapot tempest even 

Covering the extended to an eastern medical journal, the 
Business Section! — name and date of which have been lost. They 

quoted in full the following, which purported 
to come from the San Diego Evening Tribune: 


COVERING THE BUSINESS SECTION 


Bathers who parade the business streets of La Jolla might 
be permitted to show their knees and six inches of leg above 
the knee if the La Jolla Parent-Teachers Association has its 
say in the matter, according to a communication filed with 
the common council today. 


This pertains to repeal of the present ordinance which 
requires some covering over bathing suits from head to foot. 
The Association says: 


‘““We recommend that the ordinance be not repealed, but 
modified to require some sort of covering for those wearing 
bathing suits, said covering to reach approximately within six 
inches of the knees and to be made applicable to the whole 
business section, and not one part of the business section, as 
heretofore.” 


The following account of the La Jolla 


The Annual Tennis Tournaments was prepared by Archie 
La Jolla C. Talboy, the director of the Playground. 
Championship The Annual La Jolla Championship 


Tennis Tournament Tennis Tournament was first held in 
1917. At that time, and for several 
years 1t was almost entirely a local tournament. A few sum- 
mer visitors to La Jolla entered, but nearly all the players 
were from San Diego, or were residents of La Jolla itself. 
In 1921, through better advertising, players were attracted 
from several cities in the vicinity of Los Angeles. That year 
Ralph Sindorf defeated A. Wolff in the men’s singles, and 
Roy Bleifuss and Ralph Hurlburt of San Diego defeated D. 
McLoughlin and C. Stoddard in the men’s doubles. Mrs. 
Tom Williams—then Marion Williams—won the women’s 
singles, and continued to do so each year until 1924. 


Among the men who have played in La Jolla who were 
then well known, or afterwards became nationally known 
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AT THE COVE 


The latest thing in bathing suits. 


players were: Harold Godshall, winner in 1924; Norval 
Craig, 1925; Joe Ciano, 1927; Dolf Muehleisen, 1928, 1929 
and 1930; Lester Stoefen, 1931; Dr. Gerald Bartosh, 1932, 
William Doeg, 1937; Gene Smith, 1938; Norman Brooks, 
1943; Elwood Cooke, 1944, and Nick Carter in 1945. 


In 1925 the La Jolla Tennis Club was organized to pro- 
mote junior tennis, and to conduct tournaments throughout 
the year, as well as sponsor the annual open summer tourna- 
ment. Junior events were added to the tournament that year, 
and several younger players entered who were destined to 
become widely known tournament players later. Among 
these were Joe Hunt, Robert Riggs, Stanley Robinson, Gene 
Mako, Louis Brownstein and Welby Van Horn. 


Among the best known women players who have won at 
La Jolla either in the women’s class or as juniors were: Violet 
Doeg, Ruby Bishop, Dorothy Bundy, Pauline Betz, Sarah 
Cooke, Gracyn Wheeler, May Doeg, Jacque Hunt, Mrs. Wm. 
Henry, Mary Arnold, Sarah Palfrey Cooke, May Sutton 
Bundy, and Carolin Babcock. 


This tournament started with men’s singles and doubles, 
only. Events have been added with the years until now 
sixteen different classes are played off during tournament 
week. 


The La Jolla tournament is held about the middle of 
July each year. It had grown, up to 1941, until it attracted 
250 or more players. During the war entries were cut down 
to half that number, but the tournament was kept up and 
run each year in spite of the many discouragements. 


The tournament is supported by many La Jolla patrons, 
through their subscriptions to expenses, and by entry fees 
paid by the players themselves. The tournament is unique 
in that no admission charge is made for spectators. It has 
been managed since 1920 by Archie C. Talboy, who has 
had the assistance of many patrons of tennis in La Jolla. 
Notable among these was John Philip Sousa, Jr., who was 
a central figure at the meet each summer for the five years 
from 1932 to 1936. 


On July 20th Mr. Mills wrote: “The Conscription 


Conscription drawing was made today, and quite a number of our 


La Jolla boys were drawn as follows: Karl Kenyon, 


Gardner Corey, Robert Redding, Jack Hume, Billy Gambill, Reuben 


Daynes, McGurney.” 


Curfew 


During the first World War it was thought necessary 


to have a curfew bell, to take the youths off the streets. 


This bell rang for the first time on October 15, 1917. 
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' An “‘Auto-Bus Line” began operations between San 

Auto-Bus Diego and La Jolla on November 7th. This, and the 

Line advent of the trolley line, marked the doom of the rail- 
road, which closed the following year. 


It was characteristic of La Jolla to want to do some- 
Community thing special for the men of Camp Kearny on Christmas 
Christmas day, and considering the size of the community, they 
Tree really outdid themselves this time. The celebration 
started with swimming contests and baseball and hand- 
ball games, and at 3 o'clock a play, “Hyacinth Halvey’, was given at 
the Community House, the parts being taken by Kearny soldiers and 
local girls. As the sun went down a gigantic Christmas tree was 
illuminated on the tennis courts, and two hundred children sang 
anthems. The children were then given a supper in the Community 
House, with holly-ladened tables glinting in the light of a thousand 
candles. The playground was gaily decorated by booths, where the 
men obtained sandwiches, cake, fruit candy and coffee. A Camp 
Kearny band played until after midnight, for dancing around the 
Christmas tree. It is said that over 2500 people were fed; so the 
size of the undertaking must be apparent. The committee in charge 
included Mr. Theodore McLaughlin, Mr. C. F. Atkinson and Mr. Mc- 
Kenney of the Playground. 


When the first sidewalks were laid, some of the villagers 
Street = refused to walk on them! They said they made their 
Paving feet sore, and prophesied that they would ruin the town! 
With the advent of the automobile better roads became 
a necessity. The first concrete road in the vicinity of La Jolla was 
the Torrey Pines Grade, which was completed in March, 1915. In 
January, 1916, Mills noted “We have started a protest against the 
paving of Prospect street’, on account of the expense, as the property 
owners had to bear the greater part of the cost. But progress was 
in the air, and the protest was overruled. In January, 1918, Prospect 
street was in the throes of being paved. Even at that, it was not 
paved from curb to curb, but only a wide strip in the center of the 
street, extending from Genter street to College street (now Virginia 
Way). The paving was completed early in July. When the railroad 
was taken up in January, 1919, the roadbed was left unpaved until June. 
This patchwork could be seen in our streets until the roads were re- 
surfaced in August, 1943. A part of it, where Silverado meets Pros- 
pect, is still visible. 


In February, 1919, the council contracted for the paving of La 
Jolla Boulevard from Genter street in La Jolla to Pacific Beach. This 
was opened in July. And the paved road to San Diego was formally 
opened on May 22, 1920. 

The next La Jolla street to be paved was Girard avenue, in the bust- 
ness section. This was done in the spring of1922, and was finished 
May 9th. Exchange Place was paved in November, 1922; Silverado 
street, from Prospect to Girard, was opened to traffic in August, 1923; 
Wall and Cave streets and Ivanhoe and Fay avenues were paved in 
the latter part of 1925, and from then on, little by little, all the 
main streets of the village were paved. 


During the first World War, Mrs. Eleanor B. Parkes 

"Victory of La Jolla conceived the idea of ringing a “Victory Bell” 

Bell" each day at noon, “calling for a moment of prayer for 

fighting men and cessation of carnage.” The bell was 

tolled seven times, once for each letter of the word ‘‘victory”. The 

first bell was rung in Lakeside, on March 15, 1918, and the plan 

spread across the country. The idea was revived during the second 

World War, and a bell-tower was erected in the Plaza at San Diego, 

and Mrs. Parkes again read the poem she had written in 1918 about 
the bell’s patriotic mission. : 


In 1918 Frazier Curtis organized the ‘“Treat 

“Treat ‘em Rough ‘em Rough Club.” It’s purpose can be guessed 

Club" from its name—no mercy to our enemies. The 

idea seemed to shock the community—which 

did not anticipate the second World War. After Armistice Day it dis- 
banded. 


On July 6, 1918 a carnival and street fair was held 

Carnival for the benefit of the Red Cross. Girard avenue, 
and between Silverado and Prospect streets, was roped off, 
Street Fair and the district was made gay with side shows and 
booths, where everything was sold from “ice cream 

cones to antiques.’” Men in uniform were admitted free, but civilians 
had to pay a small fee for admission to the various shows. A cafeteria 
at Silverado and Prospect called “Aunt Jemima”’ served flap jacks and 
griddle cakes all afternoon, and the booth next door sold doughnuts 
at a nickle apiece. The afternoon was started by a concert from the 
160th Infantry Band, and continued with ‘Montana Kid” Hafer show- 
ing his horsemanship in his famous “drunken” ride, and Johnny 
Judd’s rope spinning. The volunteer players from Camp Kearny pre- 
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sented “The Third Degree’, and athletic stunts were given at the 
Orient theater, consisting of boxing and wrestling. In the evening 
the festivities closed with a dance on the tennis courts. 


About 1918-1919 some remarkable sand castles were 

Sand carved by Jesse Rhoads, brother of the late Horace E. 
Castles Rhoads. Many photographs of these castles are extant. 

During the first World War there was no 


"The La Jolla U.S.O., but similar attempts were made for the 
House" entertainment of service men. The first was the 
“La Jolla Service Club’, operated by the La Jolla 
War Camp Community Service, and which was located at 935* Wall 
street. Later the residence on the west side of Ivanhoe avenue, facing 
Cave street, was hired, and was known as ‘The La Jolla House’. It 
was under. the direction of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
This was kept open for almost a year after the armistice, finally closing 
on October 29, 1919. 


Armistice Day, November 11, 1918, was greeted with 
Armistice joy by La Jollans, but it seems to have gone to the head 
of the then editor of the Journal, for on the 15th he 


wrote this editorial: 


Patriotism pierced the purple sky with paens of peace 
and made the pendant stars palpitate with pulchritudinous 
appreciation over the aspiring populance of our village in our 
impromptu celebration of the Prussians passing last Monday 
night. 

Pyrotechnics, oral and otherwise, punctuated the passing 
hours and put the seal of approval on every part and parcel 
of the proceedings. 

From the moment that the triumphant preliminary proces- 
sion prepared to pace from Paul Williams’ paved portion of 
Prospect Boulevard, under the proficient inspiration of Pain- 
ter Perry, until the last lurid pop of the previously prodi- 
gious pyre in the playgrounds, ‘pep’, panegyric and pleasura- 
ble pantomine prevaded the most precious precincts of our 
peerless place. 

Perfect in every particular! 
Precisely ! 
Peace has its atrocities no less terrible than war! 


* There is no such number on Wall street today, but it was printed that way 
on the stationery of the Club. (Ed.) 
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CHAPTER X 


Development—1918-1923 


The following poem will show how our pronuncia- 

"La Jolla tion of the letter ‘J’ affected one of our visitors, Har- 

Hoys" riet Park Condict. It was first published in the La 
Jolla Journal for August 29, 1919. 


LA JOLLA HOYS 


Hoyful spot beside the sea 

Jow thy lovers dote on thee! 

Jappy junting ground for all 

Those who jeed old ocean’s call. 
Jere the brides of many Hunes 
Spend enchanted joneymoons. 

On the beach a holly throng 

Bathe and swim the whole day long. 
Jop and hump in costumes gay— 
Jush! in costumes did you say ? 
While the thirsty artist soul ; 
Finds to quaff a brimming bowl 
In the ever hurrying waves 
Rushing through La Jolla’s caves 
In the flowers of every jue 
Caught in folds of Jeaven’s own blue 
Hade and Hasper—hewels bright 
Jover in the sunset bright. 

When on the jorizon’s brim 

Sinks the sun—what hoy for jim! 
Ah, La Jolla! can there be 

Jappier jours than spent with thee? 


In 1919 a group of artists formed the “La 

La Jolla Jolla Art Association”, with the object of hold- 
Art Association ing occasional exhibits and sales of their works. 
Among the artists were Miss Helen De Lange, 

Miss Alice Klauber, Mr. Maurice Braun, Mr. A. R. Valentien, Mr. 
Alfred R. Mitchell, Mr. Fries, Miss Nora Landers, Mrs. Martha Bint- 
liff, Mrs. Jene Bell, Mrs. Eleanor B. Parkes and others. Mrs. Parkes, 
the only one of the group not an artist, was elected President, and 
has been retained in the position ever since. Their first exhibition was 
held at the Woman's Club in 1920. When the new Library building 
was planned, Miss Scripps was approached, and she enlarged the site 
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so that the plans could include an art gallery, where the Association 
could exhibit and sell their paintings. So the Art Gallery was built 
as an adjunct of the Library, and exhibits have been held in. it ever 
since. 
On January 2, 1921, Walt Mason purchased the 
Walt Mason house on Virginia Way which was to be his home 
until his death, on June 22, 1939. During these 
years he was a familiar sight on our village streets, and was a much- 
loved citizen. His “Rippling Rhymes’ became internationally famous, 
and several of them celebrated the glories of La Jolla. 


John Burroughs spent part of the winter of 
John Burroughs 1920-1 in La Jolla, in a cottage as a guest of 
| Miss Ellen B. Scripps. A picture of him was 
taken here January 7, 1921. Mr. Lieber related that when he was 
taken to Point Loma in Nathan Rannell’s coach and four, he jumped 
over the wheel and ran to the edge, exclaiming “I have never seen 
anything so wonderful in my life.” He died on the train taking him 
home, near Kingsville, Ohio, on March 29, 1921. A portrait plaque 
in bronze of John Burroughs, modelled by C. S. Paolo in 1920, hangs 
in the reading room of the library. 7 


The La Jolla Garage, on Herschel Avenue, was 


Burning of destroyed by fire on the night of June 28, 1921. 
the La Jolla The fire was a severe one, and destroyed many cars 
Garage stored in the garage. The proprietors were Earl 


G. Bigelow and P. P. (‘‘Pard’’) Simmons. Bige- 
low rebuilt the garage shortly after. 


The history of the Christian Science Church in 

Fourth Church La Jolla dates back to 1903 when a group of stu- 

of Christ, dents of Christian Science met and held informal 

Scientist services in “‘Killcare” cottage, the home of Mrs. 

Jane F. Easton, at the head of Goldfish Point on 

Cave street. When later Mrs. Easton built “Western Homes’, 1433 

Torrey Pines Road, the services were continued there for some five 

years when improved transportation facilities made it possible for those 
interested to attend the church services in San Diego. 


By 1921 the need for a local church prompted the students to 
purchase a bungalow which then stood on the southeast corner of 
Girard avenue and Silverado street, which was remodelled with a 
seating capacity of seventy-five, furnished and equipped for services, 
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for a Sunday School and a Reading Room. The first service was held 
on Christmas morning in 1921. 


By July, 1922 the organization of Christian Science Society of La 
Jolla was completed, and two years later received its charter as Fourth 
Church of Christ, Scientist of San Diego, California. Mr. Oliver Rod- 
gers was elected its First Reader, and Mrs. Mittie J. Churcher Second 
Reader. 


Continued growth made necessary the purchase of a larger bunga- 
low at 7765 Herschel avenue which was remodelled and furnished, 
with a seating capacity of one hundred and twenty; on December 14, 
1924, the first service in the second home of the church was held, 
and here also was provided a Reading Room which in 1935 was 
moved to its present location at 1021 Prospect street. 


The present site at 1270 Silverado street was purchased in 1926; the 
corner stone was laid on February 20, 1940, and in August of the 
same year the building, with pew installation for two hundred and 
sixty was ready for occupancy with a pipe organ installed. The archi- 
tect was William Templeton Johnson. The church edifice was dedi- 
cated on April 18, 1943 after all indebtedness had been paid. 


Another La Jolla newspaper, the La Jolla Light, was 
La Jolla started by Al Fairbrother, in 1922. The first issue ap- 
Light peared April 7th, and it has ever since held a high place 
for its recording of La Jolla’s news. Al’s place as editor 

was recently taken by his son, Bert Fairbrother. 


Under the leadership of Countess Laura de Turczy- 
“Esther” nowicz, the Woman's Club presented the musical pag- 
eant “Esther” at the Club House on April 22, 28 and 
29, 1922. All the parts were taken by the citizens of La Jolla, and 
the presentation was a great success. The photographs then taken at- 
test to the fidelity of the costuming of this elaborate Biblical play. 
The cast of characters included Rev. James I. Cameron as King Ahasue- 
rus, Elizabeth Ramsey as Vashti, Mrs. W. H. Raymenton as Esther, 
Delano Cadman as Haman, John Morgan as Mordecai; and lesser parts 
were taken by Mrs. Ruth M. Wert, Mrs. Morse Sheppard, Ellen Ram- 
sey, G. C. McIntyre, W. W. Stratton, George J. Lockyer, Wallace, 
Moody, Ellen Mills, Dielder Slocum and many others. In the ‘‘Chorus 
of Jews and Persians” appeared H. C. St. John, Morton Clark, F. H. 
Perry, W. Henry Simmons, Lillian Andrews, Margaret Lord, Marie 
Rex, Rev. Charles L. Knight, Trevor Morgan and others. 
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Mr. Howarp S. F. RANDOLPH 


THE PALMS 


Gypsies used to be quite regular visitors in La Jolla. 

Gypped On Sept. 28, 1922, several of them stopped at the 
by Southern Trust and Commerce Bank, where the Bank 
Gypsies of America is now located. A young lady teller was 
persuaded to have her fortune told, and of course it 

was necessary to cross the gypsy’s hand with silver. She began telling 
the fortune, but soon said she could tell no more if her hand was not 
crossed with paper money. So the teller took up a $500.00 pack of 
twenty dollar bills and crossed her hand with it, keeping close watch. 
The gypsy tossed her scarf over the bills, told the fortune, gave back 
the bills and left the bank. One of the employees immediately advised 
that the money be counted, but the young lady insisted that it was 
not necessary to do so as she had been on the alert every minute. But 
finally she did count the roll, to find it, of course, $160.00 short! Her 
consternation and chagrin can be imagined. The police were notified, 
and overtook the band at Pacific Beach, where, by threats of arresting 
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the entire group, they scared them so successfully that one of them 
finally produced the missing bills. 

The next time the gypsies entered that bank they were hustled out 
so quickly that they never knew what happened. 


About 1922 a social club was organized by Dr. 
The Pelican Truman A. Parker, Ivan Rice, W. L. Maloon and 
Club W. L. Peete. It was known as ‘The Pelican Club.” 
Each organizer brought in another member, and so 
Wm. Trump, W. C. Crandall, ‘Billy’ Woods and John R. E. Sum- 
ner were added to the membership. Later members included Wm. 
McDonald, J. Lewis Morse, Wm. E. Pate, Laurence Burdick, Wm. C. 
Zimmerman, H. G. Lazelle, M. D., Keith Trask, Dr. T. Wayland 
Vaughan, Morris T. Weeks, Lieut. Col. Thomas A. Rothwell, A. B. 
Smith, M. D., F. P. Sherwood, Judge E. C. Stimpson, Remsen Mc- 
Ginnis and Dr. H. U. Sverdrup. 


The club met approximately once a month for dinner, after cock- 
tails at the house of a member. Sometimes the group met at Spindrift 
Inn, where dinner was served by Mrs. Pete Hannay. The dinner was 
followed by a talk from a guest speaker—controversial subjects being 
avoided, as the purpose of the gatherings was primarily social, but 
with a definite flavor of enlightment. The last meeting of the club 
was held in 1937. 


Another of the many benevolences of Miss Scripps was 
Forrey the preservation of Torrey Pines Park. The Torrey Pine 
Pines grows only in this tract, and on Santa Rosa island. The 
Park trees here on the mainland were discovered as a new 
species in April, 1850, by Dr. C. C. Parry, and were named 
by him Pinus Torreyana, in honor of the great American botanist, Dr. 
John Torrey. Part of the tract where these trees grew was already 
owned by the city, but Miss Scripps purchased the rest, which was 
later presented to the city. Later additions by the city enlarged the 
park to about two thousand acres. Miss Scripps erected “Torrey 
Pines Lodge’, which was formally presented to the city on April 7, 
1923, by Mr. Jacob C. Harper, on behalf of Miss Scripps. 


La Jolla’s “Four Hundred” about this time rebelled. 


The against the idea that the town was known as a place 
Miniature = where you could wear out your old clothes! For years 
Operas it had been customary to wear almost anything you 


wished, provided it was long enough to please the ideas 
of the prevalent Mother Grundy. Some years before, the patron’s of 
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Mrs. Hodgson’s restaurant had been scandalized because one of the 
guests actually had the effrontery to change from her waist and skirt to 
a more formal garment for dinner! What was La Jolla coming to? 
Well, it “came to” in October, 1923, with the advent of Edward Ewald 
and his Miniature Operas. The word ‘Opera’ has always had social 
significance; what could be more appropriate than that evening clothes 
should be obligatory! So on the evening of October 8th a limited num- 
ber of the elite took their gladdest rags from the camphor chips, and 
appeared at Mrs. Kaltenbach’s in all their glory. Ewald had a really re- 
markable collection of opera records, complete recordings of many of 
the famous operas by the most outstanding singers. To supplement 
these he improvised a minature stage, which duplicated the stage setting 
of the opera. So the guests assembled in front of the stage, lights were 
dimmed, the overture was played, and then the curtain was raised. 
Entranced by the scenery and the music, the audience sat enthralled. 
And to one who always thought, when attending a performance at 
the Metropolitan, how wonderful it would be if only you could not 
see the players, this actorless stage seems heavenly. The evening was 
a huge success and was followed by many other similar evenings. Later 
Ewald presented his operas in a vacant store, heated by a stove, and 
La Jollans sat on hard chairs, dressed in their best—including their 
fur coats—and enjoyed the opera. The exigencies of the occasion 
limited the number of guests, but the ‘Miniature Operas” were held 
for three or four years with marked eclat. And so Society entered La 
Jolla. 
An old trolley car, said by some to have been 
The Dining Car the first electric car to be used in San Diego, 
Restaurant was set up on Girard avenue not far from Mrs. 
Decker’s house, and was remodelled into a res- 
taurant. The manager was Miss M. Kennedy. Dinner was served at 
two dollars a person. This popular eating place burned down in the 
early hours of October 31, 1923, shortly after midnight. 


The first unit of the Junior High School was com- 

The High pleted by September, 1922, and later a second story 
School was added to the entire building, with the large audi- 
torium. The architect was W. Templeton Johnson. The 

new buildings were dedicated on November 13, 1924. The first 
principal was Buel F. Enyeart, who served from 1923 to 1928. He 
was followed by Clarence E. Johnson, 1928-39, then by Earl P. An- 
dreen, 1939-46. The present incumbent is David B. Austin. The 
custodian of the high school building from its opening has been 
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Mr. Fred R. Howard, who has been assisted since Oct. 1, 1925 by 
John Telford. 
Among the many strange, odd and different 
"Charlie" characters who lived in La Jolla, perhaps no one 
the Chinaman — was mote popular than “Charlie”, the Chinaman. 
He raised vegetables which he peddled around 
town, and he always threw in more than was purchased. He knew all 
the particulars about the family of each customer, and after his greet- 
ing of ‘““Howdy-do, Missy,” he would gaily ask after them. To any 
woman he liked he would say “You my woman.” He made a place 
for himself in the heart of his contemporaries that time has not erased. 
When he decided to return to China, the La Jolla Journal, in its issue 
of Jan. 25, 1924, said: 

“Charlie” the Chinaman of the cheerful grin and yet more 

cordial voice, who has been a La Jollan for so many years, 
leaves soon for San Francisco, where he will sail for China. 
As Chinamen who return to their native land in their latter 
years seldom return, it is probably good bye to Charlie Yee, 
and it is also good luck,-and the best of wishes for his long 
and happy residence in the flowery kingdom. “Charlie” 
has been a good citizen. We shall miss his cheerful greet- 
ing, and his absorbed face looking over the balcony rail at 
the picture show, of which he was a special devotee. May 
the Gods of his ancestors be good to Charlie, and see him 
safely to the ancient land of China. 
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CHAPTER XI 
Prosperity—1924-1946 


The year 1924 was one of the most prosperous that ever 
1924 came to La Jolla. It saw the opening of the electric rail- 
road to San Diego on July Ist; the opening of the Casa de 
Mafana on July 3rd; the opening of the hospital in September; a 
great boom in real estate; the introduction of street lights on Prospect 
street and Girard avenue on September 20th, celebrated by a street 
dance on Girard avenue; the erection of the first house on the hillside; 
the opening of La Jolla Hermosa; the dedication of the new High 
School building; the opening of the Scripps Metabolic Clinic on 
December 11th; and last but not least, the removal of the old bath 
house. 
The Electric Railroad was opened to the public on 
Electric — July ist. The company had purchased the old Mills 
Railroad home at the corner of Fay and Prospect, and had erected 
there a very substantial Terminal building, which was 
opened on Decoration Day, 1925. The road continued to function 
until September 15, 1940, when the “Last Car” took its last trip. The 
new bus line started the next day. The Terminal building was razed 
in June, 1940. 
The need for a fine, modern hotel in La Jolla had ° 
"Casa de been apparent for some time. In 1923 Mrs. I. Morrison 
Manana Hopkins came to La Jolla, bought property, and erected 
the Casa de Manana hotel, from plans by Edgar V. 
Ullrich of Colorado Springs, Colorado. It is a charming structure, with 
2 home-like atmosphere; and Mrs. !’opkins became renowned through- 
out the country for her excellent hotel and cuisine, and for her charm 
as a hostess. She remained in possession of the hotel until June 15, 
1944, when it was sold to Gerald R. White. 
The almost simultaneous advent of the trolley 
"Jollification"’ and the hotel was the cause of the “‘Joilification”, 
which was held on July 4th. The Journal and the 
Light each ran elaborate editions, giving a history of the town. A long 
parade with many floats was held in the morning, and a patriotic 
meeting at the Playground in the afternoon was succeeded by games 
and sports, and in the evening there was an elaborate fire-works dis- 


play. 
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During the years 1924, 1925 and 

The La Jolla Opera Co. —1926 several operettas were given by 

the La Jolla Opera Company, under 

the supervision of Countess Laura de Turczynowicz. Leading parts 

were taken by Mrs. W. C. Crandall, Fred Perry and Frank Garty. 

‘Hansel and Gretel’? was given in February, 1924; “The Sorcerer’ 

was given on April 15-17, ‘The Pirates of Penzance” on July 29-30, 

and “The Bohemian Girl’ on August 27th in 1925; and the follow- 

ing year “The Gondoliers’’ was produced on April 8-9, and “The 
Sunken Bell” on May 20-21. 


Another dramatic episode in 1926 was ‘“The Dictator,” 

“The produced at the Granada theater by the American 

Dictator" Legion, with an all male cast. It was given on March 

25 and 26. Prominent parts were taken by Doctors 

Eastman, Lazelle and A. B. Smith, and other parts by Al Matlaw, Elden 

McFarland, Alvin Robbins, Dr. Erik Moberg, “Lucky” Byrne, Alfred 

Iller, Al Bennett, Edward Ewald, Fred Howard, Orris McCartney, Paul 
Davidson and Ben Genter. 


A new apartment and hotel building was built in 
La Valencia 1926 by Roy B. Wiltsie and MacArthur Gorton. The 
Hotel name originally chosen was “Los Apartementos del 
Sevilla”, but this was soon changed to “La Valencia 
Hotel.” The architect ,of this first part, opened December 15 
1926, was William Templeton Johnson. The addition, containing 
what is now the lounge and the rooms above it, was opened two years 
later, on December 29, 1928. The architect of this second part was 
Herbert J. Mann. The first manager of the hotel was Mr. MacArthur 
Gorton. Mr. Gethin Williams was manager from 1930 to March 1946, 
when Mr. R. I. Irwin was appointed to that position. 


A group of La Jolla citizens organized 

The La Jolla Beach — the La Jolla Beach and Yacht Club with 
and Tennis Club the hope and expectation of making a 
yacht harbor out of the natural slough lying 

one mile south of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in the La 
Jolla Shores area which, at that time, was called Long Beach. The 
corner stone was laid January 29, 1927, and the Club was opened on 
July 22nd. Ocean bathing was enjoyed for a number of years but the 
tremendous expense and other impractical factors prevented the devel- 
opment of the yacht harbor. When the plans for this harbor were 
finally abandoned, the bondholders of the original project decided to 
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sell their property, including the clubhouse, the land, the beach rights, 
etc., to Frederick William Kellogg, a retired newspaper publisher and 
a long time summer resident of La Jolla. 


In 1935 Mr. Kellogg began the construction of additional buildings, 
and during the course of the next five years completed the structure 
which is now the La Jolla Beach and Tennis Club, including forty- 
two apartments; the Marine Room, an unusual restaurant jutting out 
into the ocean at high tides; a championship swimming pool and four 
tennis courts. 


Mr. Kellogg’s interest in La Jolla was many fold, principally due 
to the fact that his wife, the former Florence May Scripps, was the 
niece of Ellen Browning Scripps. 


Following the death of Mr. Kellogg in September, 1940, his son, 
William Scripps Kellogg, came to La Jolla as a permanent resident 
to handle and develop the properties which Mr. Kellogg had acquired. 
Today the La Jolla Beach and Tennis Club is one of the outstanding 
private clubs in the country, and recent extensive improvements indi- 
cate that it will continue to remain so. Most La Jolla residents con- 
sider it one of the show places of the community and a great asset 
from the standpoint of attracting the type of residents that La Jolla 
desires. 

lahisediatycon April 15, 31927,..Mr. 

The Baptist Church Mills wrote “The Baptists have turned the 

old Genter house into a church. Will have 

the first service on Sunday the 17th.’ Later the Baptist congregation 

was given the old Episcopal church building, which they moved to the 
corner of Draper avenue and Genter street, where it now stands. 


La Jolla figured in a charming book of recollections 
La Jolla called ‘The Smiling Hill Top’, by the late Julia M. 
as Seen Sloane. She inherited the house that bears this name 
in Books from a relative, and lived here for some years; and her 
book, which appeared in 1921, tells very simply and 

delightfully of her life here. 

La Jolla also appeared as “Chilapa” in “My Family, Right or 
Wrong”, by John Phillip Sousa III. Published in 1943, this hilarious 
bock gives a vivid picture of the doings of the Sousa family in La 
Jolla, where they lived for some eight or nine years. 

La Jolla also appears in a murder story, “The Narrow Cell’, by 


Ronal S. Kayser under the pen name of Dale Clark. This was pub- 
lished in 1944. The “nude body of Catherine Hope was found cram- 
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med head down in the Marine Research Institute Aquarium at La 
Jolla”, and the unravelling of the crime makes the plot of the story. 


The renowned tenor, Riccardo Martin, visited 

Riccardo Martin La Jolla in 1927, and on July 14th a reception 

was given for him at the Casa de Mafiana by 

Mrs. Morrison Hopkins, Miss Katharine J. Smith and Mrs. Mont- 

gomery Brackett. 

A stunt man, Elden Honn, made a daring attempt on 

Stunt July 10, 1927. Equipped with a parachute, he drove his 

motorcycle over the cliff about a mile north of the Scripps 

Grade, expecting the parachute to waft him down to the beach. The 
parachute failed to open and Honn was killed. 


The Ambassador to France, the late Myron T. 

Myron Herrick Herrick, came to La Jolla in October, 1928, to 

Tree visit his sister and her husband, Dr. and Mrs. A. 

B. Smith. While here, the Alliance Francaise hon- 

ored him by planting a spruce tree in his name on the grounds of the ~ 

Woman's Club, on October ninth, Mr. Herrick’s seventy-fourth birth- 
day. 

On November 16 and 17, 1928, the Ameri- 


The can Legion held a large Carnival and Fair in 
American Legion the new Pacific garage on Fay avenue. Miss 
Fair Ellen Scripps became so interested that she 


drove to and into the building the night be- 
fore it opened, and inspected the booths and decorations. The Fair 
was a great success, and the Legion raised $3,100.00 by this venture, 
which enabled them to buy the ‘Little Brown Church’ of the Pres- 
byterians, which they moved to Torrey Pines Road and remodelled 
into the American Legion Hall. 


The police in San Diego had been tipped off that 

The Bank — there would be attempted robberies simultaneously at 
Robbery _ four San Diego banks, on Dec. 10, 1928. So extra 
vigilence was maintained, and policemen A. P. (‘“Din- 

ty’) Moore and F. O. Baker were stationed near the La Jolla banks. 
fi La Jolla National Bank of San Diego (now the Security Trust 
and Savings Bank) had opened their office in a temporary building 
at the southwest corner of Wall and Herschel. About 12:30 the only 
people in the building were Mr. Deane’M. Plaister*, vice-president and 


* Brother of the late Miss Cornelia D, Plaister, who was San Diego’s librarian 
for so many yeats. 
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cashier of the bank, Sibley Sellew, teller, Miss Ruth Garside, secretary, 
and Roland Levinson, manager-of the Granada theater, who had just 
arrived. At that moment a young man entered with a revolver in his 
hand, and ordered Levinson to one side. Plaister, on the alert, said 
something to the effect that “You can’t pull that here’, and reached 
for his revolver. The young man immediately opened fire, and Plais- 
ter as promptly returned it. Eleven or twelve shots were fired in all. 
The spectators dodged behind partitions and furniture to escape the 
fusillade of shots. Plaister was wounded in the head by a bullet that 
grazed his temple, besides having his hands and face cut by flying 
glass, and his face burned by gunpowder. With his revolver empty 
the bandit turned and fled up Wall street. The two policemen had 
heard the shooting and rushed up in time to fire several shots at the 
robber, who was then retreating down the alley back of the theater. 
After ‘‘Dinty” Moore’s second shot he was seen to throw up his hands, 
but he reached his car in safety. He dashed down the alley to Silver- 
ado street, the policemen in full pursuit, firing their revolvers at every 
opportunity. They came up to the car at Ivanhoe Avenue, the driver 
slumped over the wheel in his seat, unconscious. He was taken to 
the hospital at once, where he was revived long enough to say that 
he was Leander J. Schmelz, an ex-Marine, and that he had had no 
accomplices.. He died on the operating table. Mr. Plaister, whose in- 
juries fortunately were superficial, was highly commended for his 
courageous action. 


One of the most exciting but least pleasant 

La Jolla events in the history of La Jolla occurred on 
Machine Gunned! _—_January 14, 1930. About three P.M. a Navy 
plane flying over La Jolla sprinkled Girard 

avenue with machine gun bullets! One bullet went” through the roof 
of the Mission Garage, another through the roof of Charles Mason's 
home, and several made holes in the pavement. That nobody was 
killed was certainly a miracle! Little damage was done, but the excite-_ 
ment can be imagined. 


Charles Lindbergh, who made his famous 

The Lindberghs _ flight to Paris on May 20, 1927, starting origi- 

nally from San Diego, became interested in gli- 

ders about this time. On January 29, 1930, his wife won a glider 

license at Mt. Soledad, and on February 24th Lindbergh flew a glider 
from Mt. Soledad to Del Mar. 


Ite 5 


In 1930 feeling ran very high about the location 

The Torrey of the new road through Torrey Pines Park. Many 

Pines Road people desired that it should run through the park, 

on the cliffs near the ocean, while others felt that 

the beauty of the park would be greatly endangered if this should be 

done. They feared that these unique Torrey Pines, which grew in only 

one other spot in the world, might be destroyed by careless drivers 

and picknickers. Finally a compromise was reached, and the road 
was placed in its present position. 


One of those curious and absurd phenomena that 
Tree-Sitting sweep the United States every so often occured in 
Champion — 1930, when children all over the country tried to 
find out who could sit in a tree the longest! La 
Jolla had its contestant in Maybelle Pearce, the 11-year-old daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Pearce, who mounted into a pepper tree on Ivan- 
hoe avenue and stayed there for over ten days! Charlie Stratton put 
up a swing and a trapeze for the girl in the tree, and Mr. Mills re- 
corded that on July 22nd she had been “‘up the tree” for 56 hours, and 
on the next day Ellen took some ice cream ‘to the Pearce girl roosting 
in a pepper tree on Ivanhoe.” We do not know how she stood in the 
national contest, but at least we must credit her with perseverance. 
She won a three-months pass to the Granada theater, and another pass 
to the miniature golf course. 


Among the many gifts of Miss Ellen Scripps 

"The Children's to the village, one of the most attractive is “The 

Pool” Children’s Pool’, at the shore front near the 

Casa de Manana. Miss Scripps had for some 

time desired to make a pool for the children where they could play 

in the ocean and, yet be quite safe. She finally decided to build a 

break-water in the little cove near the Casa, utilizing some rocks that 

reared up near the shore for that purpose. As so often happened, this 

gift of Miss Scripps increased in cost as the work progressed; so that 

Miss Scripps total outlay was much more than originally anticipated. 

But the breakwater was built in the spring of 1931, and on May 31st 

there were elaborate ceremonies, in which Mr. Jacob C. Harper, rep- 
resenting Miss Scripps, presented the pool to the city in her name. 


Just north of La Jolla Junction, on the narrow stretch 

Rose of ground between the north and south bound lanes of 
Memorial Highway 101, stands a stone memorial that few people 
have read, as the traffic runs fast and furious at that 


136 


Mr. HERBERT R. FITCH 


THE LA JOLLA CAVES IN 1906 


point. It is a memorial to the man after whom Rose Canyon—which 
begins just south of the Junction—is named. It reads as follows: 


HONORING 
LOUIS ROSE 
1807-1885 
FOUNDER OF ROSEVILLE 
PIONEER OF ROSE CANYON 
BRICK MAKER - TANNER 
OUTSTANDING CITIZEN 
DEDICATED BY 
CONGREGATIONS 
BETH ISRAEL 
AND 
TIFERETH ISRAEL 
AND 
SAN DIEGO LODGE NO. 55 
F. & A. M. 
MAY 30, 1934 


A luncheon was tendered to Mr. Jacob C. Har- 

Birthday per, who for many years was Miss Scripps’ lawyer 

Celebration and right hand man, on the occasion of his eighti- 

eth birthday, on August 17, 1938. It was held at 

the Marine Room, at the Beach Club, and over one hundred persons 

were present. Councilman W. C. Crandall presided, and among the 

guests were George W. Marston, F. W. Kellogg, and Harry L. Smith- 

ton. A silver flower bowl was presented to Mr. Harper with this in- 
scription: 


TO J. C. HARPER 
LA JOLLA’S BEST-LOVED CITIZEN 
ON HIS 80TH BIRTHDAY 
AUGUST 17, 1938 


Mr. Harper was very active in many societies and philanthropies of 
La Jolla and San Diego, especially in the La Jolla Library Association, 
the Scripps Memorial Hospital, the Scripps Metabolic Clinic, the In- 
stitution of Oceanography, the Playground, the Bishop’s School, the 
Presbyterian church and the San Diego Natural History Society. 


In December, 1944, a “Victory Ship’ was launched at Houston, 
Texas, and was named the “Jacob Chandler Harper’ in his honor. It 
was christened by his daughter, Mrs. Alfred O. Andersson. 
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In December, 1938, the old wooden stairs at 
Concrete Stairs the Cove were removed, and new concrete stairs 
at the Cove were substituted. 


The children of Eda Hurd Lord, a resi- 
The Eda Hurd Lord dent of La Jolla for many years who died 
Memorial here on February 26, 1938, presented to the 
Library Association as a memorial to their 
mother, a remarkable collection of music. This collection contained 
the complete works of Johann Sebastian Bach in 60 volumes: Beetho- 
ven, Haydn, Mozart, Mendelssohn, Schumann, Schubert and Brahms 
pianaforte trios, and miniature scores of numerous operas, and all the 
Beethoven symphonies. This munificent gift was dedicated at a special 
meeting of the Association, held to commemorate the Fortieth Anni- 
versary of the Association on September 24, 1939. 


| Shuffleboard courts, with a small club house, 

Shuffleboard were built in the park back of the Cove in the 

Club — fall of 1939, and the courts were opened to the 

members and the general public on November 

21st. This work was sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce, and 
has ever since been a very successful playground. 


On the evening of February 22, 1940, a 

“The Twenty-Five dinner was given at the rooms of the Presby- 

Year Club” terian Church to all who had been continu- 

ous residents of La Jolla for twenty-five years 

or more. Over one hundred attended this dinner, which was inaugu- 

rated by Mr. Walter S. Lieber. The old days were recalled by story 
or rhyme, and many prized photographs were exhibited. 


Some of the artists of the village felt that 

The Art Center — there should be an Art Center in La Jolla, a 
place where the work of local and nearby artists 

could be shown, and a gathering place for those of artistic tastes. 
Under the auspices of Miss Elsey R. Taft, Mr. Chester C. Hayes and 
his brother, Dr. George B. Hayes, Mrs. Stella Abrams, Dr. George 
M. Thompson, Mr. J. Lewis Morse, Mr. Gordon Gray, Mrs. I. Mor- 
rison Hopkins and others, a society was formed which raised money 
and bought the former home of Miss Ellen Scripps, “South Moulton 
Villa”, to be used as an art center. It is not an art museum in the 
ordinary sense of the word. It has no permanent exhibition, but dis- 
plays the work of local artists and visitors from all over the country. 
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A board of 27 directors manage the affairs of the Center, and elects 
the President from among their own number. Dr. Thompson filled 
this position until January, 1946, when Mr. Gordon Gray was elected. 
At the first annual meeting held on October 18th (Miss Scripps’ 
birthday), 1941, a plaque to the memory of Miss Scripps was un- 
veiled, which reads as follows: 


IN MEMORY OF 

ELLEN BROWNING SCRIPPS 

OCT. 18, 1836—AUG. 3, 1932 
THIS BUILDING, HER FORMER HOME, WAS GIVEN 
BY THE PEOPLE OF LA JOLLA AS AN ART CENTER 

OCT: 18, 1941 
AND IS DEDICATED BY THEM TO HER MEMORY IN 
APPRECIATION OF HER MANY BENEFACTIONS 


With ominous war clouds all around us, Uncle 
The Second Sam erected Camp Callan, three and a half miles 
World War north of La Jolla. It extended from La Jolla Junc- 
Camp Callan tion on Highway 101 to the sea, and northward for 
almost three miles. It was named for Major Gen- 
eneral Robert A. Callan. The Camp was opened on January 15, 1941, 
and the first trainees arrived on March 6th. With the advent of the 
Camp, La Jolla took on a military appearance, much as it did in the 
first World War. Soldiers soon crowded our streets, and it became 
immediately apparent that a club house of some kind was necessary. 
This was supplied by the U.S.O. (“United Service Organizations’’) in 
a former store at 1015 Prospect street, which was placed under the 
management of Mr. Fred Schutte. This was opened on August 31, 
1941. With Pearl Harbor on December 7th, war came in earnest, and 
a much larger U.S.O. building was opened on January 3, 1942, at the 
corner of Eads and Silverado. This building was dedicated March 
8th. With the possibility that the coast might be attacked by the 
Japanese, a very severe ‘‘dim-out’’ was instituted by the Army on Au- 
gust 20, 1942, which lasted for several months, till all danger from 
that source seemed passed. The buildings of Camp Callan were sold 
to the city of San Diego on March 22, 1946, for $200,000, to provide 
lumber for homes for servicemen. 


But even in war time the progressive spirit of 

Musical Arts La Jolla could not be curbed. The Musical Arts 
Society Society of La Jolla was incorporated in September, 
1941, with the following directors: Sibyl H. Darling- 
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ton of La Jolla and New York, Helen S. Searle of Minneapolis, Minn., 
Ruth Ottaway Sokoloff of St. Claire, Michigan, and Gordon Gray and 
Harry T. Rollins of La Jolla. The object was to bring chamber music 
of the highest type to La Jolla, under the baton of the celebrated 
musician, Dr. Nikolai Sokoloff. The concerts have been given in the 
auditorium of the High School, and have been most successful in 
evety way: 
About 1909 a road house and restaurant 
Burning of had been built on the ocean just south of 
the South La Jolla. A contest was held for 
"Windansea Hotel" naming the hostelry, which was won by 
Mrs. Montgomery Brackett with the name 
“Windansea” (the prize was six dinners!) It was a popular resort. 
Early in the morning of February 26, 1943, fire was discovered by the 
managers, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur G. Griffen, who at great personal risk 
alarmed the guests. All of them escaped but one, an invalid who was 
aroused but evidently became confused. All the bed rooms and the 
kitchen, where the fire started, were destroyed, and the dining room 
and lounge were so badly damaged they had to be removed. 


While Paul Ellerbe, the author, was a resident of 

La Jolla = La Jolla, he tried his hand at a limerick using the 
Limericks name of our village for the principal rhyme. Undoubt- 
edly these rhymes will help teach effete Easterners the 

correct pronounciation of La Jolla. Here is Mr. Ellerbe’s contribution: 


There was an old man of La Jolla 
Whose daughter grew coyer and coyer, 
Till he spent all his days 
Amending the ways 
Of soldiers inclined to annoy her. 


This inspired Miss Helen De Lange, whose masterpiece took this 
form: 
A young man once came to La Jolla 
Who loved to sit in an arroya! 
When asked why he did 
He said, “I feel hid, 
And I’m trying to grow a sequoia.” 


The present scribe had to add his mite: 


A food-faddist here in La Jolla 
Lived wholly and solely on soya. 
His muscles are swell 
And he is so well— 
Except for a slight paranoia. 
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Today La Jolla is known all over the world. The 

Conclusion fame of her Cove and caves, her magnificent sunsets, 

her hospital and clinic, and her marvelously equable 

climate, have spread to the uttermost parts of the earth. And though 

visitors may cavil at the fogs that sometimes appear here, and though 

others may twit us that “La Jolla is a splendid place for elderly people 

and their parents,” we love it just as it is. We hope you will come 

to visit us to see our enchanted spot, and then you will agree with one 

of our older residents when she said: ‘‘“Whenever I am in La Jolla, I 
always feel halfway to heaven!” 


THE END. 
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